DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

4.12: CRISIS AND VICTORY
1. THE COMING CRISIS
“Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the
sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time.” Revelation 12:12.
“Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the times are ominous. Coming events cast their
shadows before. The Spirit of God is withdrawing from the earth, and calamity follows calamity by sea
and by land. There are tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods, murders of every grade. Who can read the
future? Where is security? There is assurance in nothing that is human or earthly. Rapidly are men
ranging themselves under the banner they have chosen. Restlessly are they waiting and watching the
movements of their leaders. There are those who are waiting and watching and working for our Lord's
appearing. Another class are falling into line under the generalship of the first great apostate. Few
believe with heart and soul that we have a hell to shun and a heaven to win.
“The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and
the heavens still declare the glory of God. Men are still eating and drinking, planting and building,
marrying and giving in marriage. Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are jostling one against
another, contending for the highest place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, horse races,
gambling hells. The highest excitement prevails, yet probation's hour is fast closing, and every case is
about to be eternally decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all his agencies at work, that
men may be deceived, deluded, occupied, and entranced, until the day of probation shall be ended, and
the door of mercy forever shut.” The Desire of Ages, 635, 636.
The more we learn in reference to the early days of the Christian church, and see with what subtlety
Satan worked to weaken and destroy, the better we shall be prepared to resist his devices and meet
coming perils. We are in the time when tribulations such as the world has never yet seen shall prevail.
“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea; for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knows that he hath but a short time.” But God has set bounds that Satan cannot pass.
Our most holy faith is this barrier; and if we build ourselves up in the faith, we shall be safe in the
keeping of the Mighty One. “Because thou has kept the word of My patience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
Testimonies 6, 297.

2. ENTER INTO THY CHAMBERS
“Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation be over past.” Isaiah 26:20.
“In the day of fierce trial He will say, “Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy
doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be over past.” What
are the chambers in which they are to hide? They are the protection of Christ and holy angels.

“The people of God are not at this time all in one place. They are in different companies, and in all parts
of the earth; and they will be tried singly, not in groups. Every one must stand the test for himself.”
Historical Sketches, 158.
“In the time of trial before us, God's pledge of security will be placed upon those who have kept the
word of His patience. Christ will say to His faithful ones, “Come, My people, enter thou into thy
chambers ... . . . The Lion of Judah, so terrible to the rejecters of His grace, will be the Lamb of God to
the obedient and faithful. The pillar of cloud which speaks wrath and terror to the transgressor of God's
law, is light and mercy and deliverance to those who have kept His commandments. The arm strong to
smite the rebellious, will be strong to deliver the loyal. Every faithful one will surely be gathered. “He
shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew 24:31.” Testimonies 6, 404.
“The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis which His people are to meet, when
earthly powers shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive exile, they will be in fear of death by
starvation or by violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea before Israel, will manifest His
mighty power and turn their captivity. “They shall be Mine, says the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spares his own son that serves him.”
“If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this time, it would not, like the blood of the
martyrs be as seed sown to yield a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be a testimony to convince
others of the truth; for the obdurate heart has beaten back the waves of mercy until they return no
more. If the righteous were now left to fall a prey to their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince
of darkness. Says the psalmist, “In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret of
His tabernacle shall He hide me.”
“Christ has spoken: “Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be over past. For, behold, the Lord
comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” Glorious will be the
deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming, and whose names are written in the
book of life.” The Great Controversy, page 634.

3. CHARACTER OF THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL
“The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in
their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid. Sing, 0 daughter of Zion;
shout, 0 Israel; he glad and rejoice with all the heart, 0 daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away
thy judgments, He hath cast out your enemy: the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee:
thou shall not see evil any more. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let
not your hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice
over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing. I will gather them that are
sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. Behold,
at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was
driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. At
that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a
praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, says the Lord.”
Zephaniah 3:13‐20.
“That which more especially distinguishes God's people from the popular religious bodies, is not their
profession alone, but their exemplary characters, and their principles of unselfish love. The powerful,
purifying influence of the Spirit of God upon the heart, carried out in words and works, separates them
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from the world, and designates them as Gods' peculiar people. The character and disposition of Christ's
followers will be like their Master's. He is the pattern, the holy and perfect example given for Christians
to imitate. His true followers will love their brethren and be in harmony with them. They will love their
neighbors as Christ has given them example, and will make any sacrifice if they can by so doing persuade
souls to leave their sins and be converted to the truth.” Testimonies 3, 58, 59.
Stand true till the last,
Though the way may seem drear,
And your pathway you cannot see;
To His truth hold fast, He is ever near,
You can trust Him to care for thee.
Stand true, every day
Give the helping hand
To others you meet as you go;
In all that you say,
By His message stand Firm and true;
for the way He knows.
Stand true till He come
In the clouds above,
Hold fast, let Him lead all the way;
When the goal is won,
Then the King of love
Will bring us with Him to Stay.
Harriett B. Schroeder.

4. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FIRST
“Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so
clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.” Matthew 6:27‐34.
“The people who listened to the words of Christ, were still anxiously watching for some announcement
of the earthly kingdom. While Jesus was opening to them the treasures of heaven, the question
uppermost in many minds was, How will a connection with Him advance our prospects in the world?
Jesus shows that in making the things of the world their supreme anxiety, they were like the heathen
nations about them, living as if there were no God, whose tender care is over His creatures.
“All these things,” said Jesus, “do the nations of the world seek after.” “Your heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.” Luke 12:30; Matthew 6:33....
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“Jesus does not release us from the necessity of effort, but He teaches that we are to make Him first and
last and best in everything. We are to engage in no business, follow no pursuit, seek no pleasure, that
would hinder the outworking of His righteousness in our character and life. Whatever we do, is to be
done heartily, as unto the Lord.
“Jesus, while He dwelt on earth, dignified life in all its details by keeping before men the glory of God,
and by subordinating everything to the will of His Father. If we follow His example, His assurance to us is
that all things needful in this life “shall be added.” Poverty or wealth, sickness or health, simplicity or
wisdom, all are provided for in the promise of His grace.
“God's everlasting arm encircles the soul that turns to Him for aid, however feeble that soul may be. The
precious things of the hills shall perish; but the soul that lives for God, shall abide with Him. “The world
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” 1 John 2:17. The
city of God will open its golden gates to receive him who learned while on earth to lean on God for
guidance and wisdom, for comfort and hope, amid loss and affliction. The songs of the angels will
welcome him there, and for him the tree of life shall yield its fruit. “The mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” Isaiah 54:10. Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
147, 148.

5. A PSALM OF PRAISE
“I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her
boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They
looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the
Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps round about them
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in Him. 0 fear the Lord, you His saints for there is no want to them that fear Him.” Psalm 34:1‐9.
“The Lord desires us to make mention of His goodness and tell of His power. He is honored by the
expression of praise and thanksgiving. He says, “Who so offereth praise glorifieth Me.” Psalm 50:23. The
people of Israel, as they journeyed through the wilderness, praised God in sacred song. The
commandments and promises of the Lord were set to music, and all along the journey these were sung
by the pilgrim travelers. And in Canaan, as they met at their sacred feasts, God's wonderful works were
to be recounted, and grateful thanksgiving offered to His name. God desired that the whole life of His
people should be a life of praise. Thus His way was to be made “known upon earth,” His “saving health
among all nations.” Psalm 67:2
“To praise God in fullness and sincerity of heart is as much a duty as is prayer. We are to show to the
world and to all the heavenly intelligences that we appreciate the wonderful love of God for fallen
humanity, and that we are expecting larger and yet larger blessings from His infinite fullness. Far more
than we do, we need to speak of the precious chapters in our experience. After a special outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, our joy in the Lord and our efficiency in His service would be greatly increased by
recounting His goodness and His wonderful works in behalf of His children.” Christ's Object Lessons, 302,
303.

“I am willing to take what Thou sent, For I know that my Father knows best;
And so, whether shadow or shining, My heart shall be never repining,
And in Thy strong arms I shall rest.
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“I am willing to go where Thou says, And to start on the journey today.
The path that I take of Thy choosing, 'Tis safe; there's no danger of losing,
In the darksome earth shadows, my way.
“I am willing to stay if Thou thinks It best for my poor, tired feet;
And in quiet contentment be learning The lessons of love, still discerning
The touch of the Father, so sweet.
“I am willing to be what Thou sees Would honor and praise bring to Thee;
The plans of my life all surrendering, Thy choice for Thy child comprehending
Brings peace and contentment to me.” G A. Russell

6. THE COVENANT OF GRACE
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.” Jeremiah 31:31‐34.
“The terms of the “old covenant” were, Obey and live: “If a man do, he shall even live in them;” but
“cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them.” The “new covenant” was
established upon “better promises,” the promise of forgiveness of sins, and of the grace of God to
renew the heart, and bring it into harmony with the principles of God's law. . . .
“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone, is written by the Holy Spirit upon the tables
of the heart. Instead of going about to establish our own righteousness, we accept the righteousness of
Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the
Holy Spirit will bring forth “the fruits of the Spirit.”
“Through the grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written upon our hearts.”
Patriarchs and Prophets, 372.
“Take Thou this cross, I cannot bear it now: Give me a smaller one till I know how.
This is too heavy for my feeble strength; I'll be so patient, and I'll learn at length.
This is the cross I've shunned. Some other day
Teach me the lesson Thou would teach this way.
“Take Thou this cross. I know Thou did for me
Bear all the agonies of Calvary. But, Lord, remember how, though weak,
I bore Each heavy cross Thou gave me before. Take it I cannot.
Even at the thought My faint heart sinks, 'tis with such sorrow fraught.
“Take Thou this cross. Thou wilt? And with it take
My walk and talk with Thee? Each morn I wake I'll miss the hearing of Thy wondrous voice.
That which each day makes this sad heart rejoice?
Thou will take the cross? but with it wilt remove, The special evidences of Thy love?
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“No, no, a thousand times I'd say it, Lord; I'll lean upon Thine arm,
I'll trust Thy word. Give it to me, and give me more and more,
Do Thou upon me any sorrow pour, But take not from me
Thy sweet Spirit's peace Till from earth's crosses comes a sweet release.” Margaret W. Locke.

7. TURNING ASIDE THE WEAPONS OF SATAN
“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in
judgment thou shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servant of the Lord, and their righteousness is
of Me, says the Lord.” Isaiah 54:17.
“The infidel Voltaire once boastingly said: “I am weary of hearing people repeat that twelve men
established the Christian religion. I will prove that one man may suffice to overthrow it.” A century has
passed since his death. Millions have joined in the war upon the Bible. But it is so far from being
destroyed, that where there were a hundred in Voltaire's time, there are now ten thousand, yes, a
hundred thousand copies of the Book of God. In the words of an early Reformer concerning the
Christian church, “The Bible is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.” Says the Lord, “No weapon
that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shall condemn.”
“The word of our God shall stand forever.” “All His commandments are sure. They stand fast forever and
ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.” Whatever is built upon the authority of man will be
overthrown; but that which is founded upon the rock of God's immutable word shall stand forever.” The
Great Controversy, page 288.
“Unselfishness, the principle of God's kingdom is the principle that Satan hates, its very existence he
denies. From the beginning of the great controversy he has endeavored to prove God's principles of
action to be selfish, and he deals in the same way with all who serve God. To disprove Satan's claim is
the work of Christ and of all who bear His name.
“It was to give in His own life an illustration of unselfishness that Jesus came in the form of humanity.
And all who accept this principle are to be workers together with Him in demonstrating it in practical
life. To choose the right because it is right; to stand for truth at the cost of suffering and sacrifice, ”this is
the heritage of the servants of the Lord.” Isaiah 54:17.” Education, 154, 155.
“Great is the reward in heaven of those who are witnesses for Christ through persecution and reproach.
While the people are looking for earthly good, Jesus points them to a heavenly reward. But He does not
place it all in the future life; it begins here. The Lord appeared of old time to Abraham, and said, “I am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” This is the reward of all who follow Christ. Jehovah
Emmanuel—He “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” in whom dwells “all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily”. To be brought into sympathy with Him, to know Him, to possess Him, as
the heart opens more and more to receive His attributes. To know His love and power, to possess the
unsearchable riches of Christ, to comprehend more and more “what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height. And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fullness of God,” ”this is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me,
says the Lord.” Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 57.
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