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4.10: VICTORY IN THE LORD
1. FORSAKING THE LORD
“The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua,
who had seen all the great works of the Lord, that He did for Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun, the
servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old. And they buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnath‐heres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. And also all
that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which
knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which He had done for Israel. And the children of Israel did evil in
the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim. And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods. Of the gods of the people that were round
about them. And bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they forsook the
Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and He delivered
them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and He sold them into the hands of their enemies
round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.” Judges 2:7‐14.
“God had placed His people in Canaan as a mighty breastwork to stay the tide of moral evil, that it might
not flood the world. If faithful to Him, God intended that Israel should go on conquering and to conquer.
He would give into their hands nations greater and more powerful than the Canaanites. . . .
“But regardless of their high destiny, they chose the course of ease and self‐indulgence. They let slip
their opportunities for completing the conquest of the land; and for many generations they were
afflicted by the remnant of these idolatrous peoples, that were, as the prophet had foretold, as “pricks
in their eyes,” and as “thorns in their sides.”
“Until the generation that had received instruction from Joshua became extinct, idolatry made little
headway; but the parents had prepared the way for the apostasy of their children. The disregard of the
Lord's restrictions on the part of those who came in possession of Canaan, sowed seeds of evil that
continued to bring forth bitter fruit for many generations. The simple habits of the Hebrews had secured
them physical health; but association with the heathen led to the indulgence of appetite and passion,
which gradually lessened physical strength, and enfeebled the mental and moral powers. By their sins
the Israelites were separated from God; His strength was removed from them, and they could no longer
prevail against their enemies. Thus they were brought into subjection to the very nations that through
God they might have subdued.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 544, 545.

2. SEEKING GOD
“O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and
turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the
calves of our lips. Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to
the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. I will heal their
backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto
Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his
beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under his shadow shall

return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of
Lebanon. Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and observed him:
I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found. Who is wise, and he shall understand these things?
prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them:
but the transgressors shall fall therein.” Hosea 14.
“By faith and prayer all may meet the requirements of the gospel. No man can be forced to transgress.
His own consent must be first gained; the soul must purpose the sinful act, before passion can dominate
over reason, or iniquity triumph over conscience. Temptation, however strong, is never an excuse for
sin. “The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers.” Cry unto the
Lord, tempted soul. Cast yourself, helpless, unworthy, upon Jesus, and claim this very promise. The Lord
will hear. He knows how strong are the inclinations of the natural heart, and He will help in every time of
temptation.
“Have you fallen into sin? Then without delay seek for mercy and pardon. When David was convicted of
his sin, he poured out his soul in penitence and humiliation before God. He felt that he could endure the
loss of his crown, but he could not be deprived of the favor of God. Mercy is still extended to the sinner.
The Lord is calling to us in all our wanderings, “Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your back
sliding.” The blessing of God may be ours, if we will heed the pleading voice of His Spirit. “Like as a
father pities his children, so the Lord pities them that fear Him.” – Testimonies 5, 177.
“Have you, reader, chosen your own way? Have you wandered far from God? ... Return to your Father's
house. He invites you, saying, “Return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee.” Isaiah 44:22....
“Do not listen to the enemy's suggestion to stay away from Christ until you have made yourself better;
until you are good enough to come to God. if you wait until then, you will never come. When Satan
points to your filthy garments, repeat the promise of the Savior, “Him that comes to Me I will in no wise
cast out.” John 6:37. Tell the enemy that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. Make the prayer
of David your own: “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.” Psalm 51:7.” Prophets and Kings, 319, 320.

3. THE EARTH GIVEN TO MAN
“The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord's: but the earth hath He given to the children of men.”
Psalm 115:16.
“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created
He them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” Genesis 1:27, 28.
“As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. Its surface was
diversified with mountains, hills, and plains, interspersed with noble rivers and lovely lakes. But the hills
and mountains were not abrupt and rugged, abounding in terrific steeps and frightful chasms, as they
now do, the sharp, ragged edges of earth's rocky framework were buried beneath the fruitful soil, which
everywhere produced a luxuriant growth of verdure. There were no loathsome swamps nor barren
deserts. Graceful shrubs and delicate flowers greeted the eye at every turn. The heights were crowned
with trees more majestic than any that now exist. The air, untainted by foul miasma was clear and
healthful. The entire landscape out vied in beauty the decorated grounds of the proudest palace. The
angelic host viewed the scene with delight, and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God....
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“As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, he was of lofty stature and perfect symmetry. His
countenance bore the ruddy tint of health, and glowed with the light of life and joy. Adam's height was
much greater than that of men who now inhabit the earth. Eve was somewhat less in stature; yet her
form was noble, and full of beauty. The sinless pair wore no artificial garments; they were clothed with a
covering of light and glory, such as the angels wear. So long as they lived in obedience to God, this robe
of light continued to enshroud them....
“God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet for him,” a helper corresponding to
him, one who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one with him in love and sympathy. Eve
was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, signifying that she was not to control him, as the
head, nor to be trampled under his feet as an inferior, but to stand by his side as an equal, to be loved
and protected by him....
“God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of the universe.
“Marriage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it is one of the
two institutions that, after the fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of Paradise. When the
divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity
and happiness of the race, it provides for man's social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual,
and the moral nature.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 44‐46.

4. EARTH DOMINION LOST THROUGH SIN
“And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and
thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Genesis
3:17‐19.
“Under the curse of sin, all nature was to witness to man of the character and results of rebellion against
God. When God made man, He made him ruler over the earth and all living creatures. So long as Adam
remained loyal to Heaven, all nature was in subjection to him. But when he rebelled against the divine
law, the inferior creatures were in rebellion against his rule. Thus the Lord, in His great mercy, would
show men the sacredness of His law, and lead them, by their own experience, to see the danger of
setting it aside, even in the slightest degree.
“And the life of toil and care which was henceforth to be man's lot was appointed in love. It was a
discipline rendered needful by his sin, to place a check upon the indulgence of appetite and passion, to
develop habits of self‐control. It was a part of God's great plan for man's recovery from the ruin and
degradation of sin.
“The warning given to our first parents, ”In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shall surely die”‐‐did
not imply that they were to die on the very day when they partook of the forbidden fruit. But on that
day the irrevocable sentence would be pronounced. Immortality was promised them on condition of
obedience; by transgression they would forfeit eternal life. That very day they would be doomed to
death. . . .
“In humility and unutterable sadness they bade farewell to their beautiful home, and went forth to
dwell upon the earth, where rested the curse of sin. The atmosphere, once so mild and uniform in
temperature, was now subject to marked changes, and the Lord mercifully provided them with a
garment of skins as a protection from the extremes of heat and cold.
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“As they witnessed, in drooping flower and falling leaf, the first signs of decay, Adam and his companion
mourned more deeply than men now mourn over their dead. The death of the frail, delicate flowers was
indeed a cause of sorrow; but when the goodly trees cast off their leaves, the scene brought vividly to
mind the stern fact that death is the portion of every living thing.
“The Garden of Eden remained upon the earth long after man had become an outcast from its pleasant
paths. The fallen race were long permitted to gaze upon the home of innocence, their entrance barred
only by the watching angels. At the cherubim‐guarded gate of Paradise the divine glory was revealed. . .
When the tide of iniquity overspread the world, and the wickedness of men determined their
destruction by a flood of waters, the hand that had planted Eden withdrew it from the earth. But in the
final restitution, when there shall be “a new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 2:7; 21:1; 22:14), it is
to be restored more gloriously adorned than at the beginning.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 59‐62.

5. EARTH PROMISED TO ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED
“The Lord said to Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now your eyes, and look from
the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land which
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise,
walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.” Genesis
13:14‐17.
“Abraham returned to Canaan “very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” Genesis 13:2. Lot was still with
him, and again they came to Bethel, and pitched their tents by the altar which they had before erected.
They soon found that increased possessions brought increased trouble. In the midst of hardships and
hardships they had dwelt together in harmony, but in their prosperity there was danger of strife
between them. The pasturage was not sufficient for the flocks and herds of both, and the frequent
disputes among the herdsmen were brought for settlement to their masters. It was evident that they
must separate. Abraham was Lot's senior in years, and his superior in relation, in wealth, and in position;
yet he was the first to propose plans for preserving peace. Although the whole land had been given him
by God Himself, he courteously waived this right. . . .
“Although Lot owed his prosperity to his connection with Abraham, he manifested no gratitude to his
benefactor. Courtesy would have dictated that he yield the choice to Abraham; but instead of this, he
selfishly endeavored to grasp all its advantages. He lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan,
that it was well watered everywhere, . . . even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou
comes unto Zoar.” Genesis 13:10‐13. The most fertile region in all Palestine was the Jordan valley,
reminding the beholders of the lost Paradise, and equaling the beauty and productiveness of the Nile‐
enriched plains they had so lately left. There were cities also, wealthy and beautiful, inviting to
profitable traffic in their crowded marts.
“Dazzled with visions of worldly gain, Lot overlooked the moral and spiritual evils that would be
encountered there. The inhabitants of the plain were “sinners before the Lord exceedingly;” but of this
he was ignorant, or, knowing, gave it but little weight. He “chose him all the plain of Jordan,” and
“pitched his tent toward Sodom.” How little did he foresee the terrible results of that selfish choice!
“After the separation from Lot, Abraham again received from the Lord a promise of the whole country.
Soon after this, he removed to Hebron, pitching his tent under the oaks of Mamre, and erecting beside it
an altar to the Lord. In the free air of those upland plains, with their olive groves and vineyards, their
fields of waving grain, and the wide pasture grounds of the encircling hills, he dwelt, well content with
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his simple, patriarchal life, and leaving to Lot the perilous luxury of the vale of Sodom.” Patriarchs and
Prophets, 132‐134.

6. CHRIST THE SEED OF ABRAHAM
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as
of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Galatians 3:16.
Followers of Christ: “If you be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
Galatians. 3:29.
“To Abraham was given the promise that of his line the Savior of the world should come: “In thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” “He says not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And
to thy seed, which is Christ.” Acts of the Apostles, p. 222.
“The heritage that God has promised to His people is not in this world. Abraham had no possession in
the earth, “no, not so much as to set his foot on.” Acts 7:5. He possessed great substance, and he used it
to the glory of God and the good of his fellow men; but he did not look upon this world as his home. The
Lord had called him to leave his idolatrous countrymen, with the promise of the land of Canaan as an
everlasting possession; yet neither he nor his son nor his son's son received it. When Abraham desired a
burial place for his dead, he had to buy it of the Canaanites. His sole possession in the Land of Promise
was that rock‐hewn tomb in the cave of Machpelah.
“But the word of God had not failed; neither did it meet its final accomplishment in the occupation of
Canaan by the Jewish people. “To Abraham and his seed were the promises made.” Gal. 3:16. Abraham
himself was to share the inheritance. The fulfillment of God's promise may seem to be long delayed, for
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day;” it may appear to tarry;
but at the appointed time “it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Habakkuk 2:1
“The gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan, but the whole earth. So says
the apostle, “The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” And the Bible plainly teaches that the promises
made to Abraham are to be fulfilled through Christ. All that are Christ's are “Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise, “heirs to “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away,” the earth, freed from the curse of sin. For “the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven. shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;” “and the
meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” Patriarchs and
Prophets, 169, 170.

7. ABRAHAM DID NOT RECEIVE THE FULFILL MENT OF THE PROMISE
“He gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet He promised that He
would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child.” Acts 7:5.
Promise Not Fulfilled to Christ: “Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.” Luke 9:58.
“Jesus came to this world in humility. He was of lowly birth. The Majesty of heaven, the King of glory,
the Commander of all the angel host, He humbled Himself to accept humanity, and then He chose a life
of poverty and humiliation. He had no opportunities that the poor do not have. Toil, hardship, and
privation were a part of every day's experience. “Foxes have holes,” He said, “and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man bath not where to lay His head.”
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“Jesus did not seek the admiration or the applause of men. He commanded no army. He ruled no earthly
kingdom. He did not court the favor of the wealthy and honored of the world. He did not claim a
position among the leaders of the nation. He dwelt among the lowly. He set at naught the artificial
distinctions of society. The aristocracy of birth, wealth, talent, learning, rank, He ignored.
“He was the Prince of heaven, yet He did not choose His disciples from among the learned lawyers, the
rulers, the scribes, or the Pharisees. He passed these by because they prided themselves on their
learning and position. They were fixed in their traditions and superstitions. He who could read all hearts
chose humble fishermen who were willing to be taught. He ate with publicans and sinners, and mingled
with the common people, not to become low and earthly with them, but in order by precept and
example to present to them right principles, and to uplift them from their earthliness and debasement.”
Ministry of Healing, 197.
“Today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they believe, are working for the
establishment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and temporal dominion. They desire to make our
Lord the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its courts and camps, its legislative halls, its
palaces and market places. They expect Him to rule through legal enactment, enforced by human
authority. Since Christ is not now here in person, they themselves will undertake to act in His stead, to
execute the laws of His kingdom. The establishment of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the
days of Christ. They would have received Jesus, had He been willing to establish a temporal dominion, to
enforce what they regarded as the laws of God, and to make them the expositors of His will and the
agents of His authority But He said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” John 18:36. He would not accept
the earthly throne.” Desire of Ages, 509.
CHRIST, MY KING
HE is coming‐Christ, my King! Clad in robes of wondrous light;
He is coming‐Christ, my King! In His hand a scepter bright.
He is coming‐Christ, my King! Through the portals of the night;
He is coming‐Christ, my King! Down Orion's path of light.
He is coming‐Christ, my King! Lo, the heavens flee away;
He is coming‐‐Christ, my King! Piercing darkness on His way.
He is coming‐‐Christ, our King! Lord and Master of us all;
He is coming‐Christ, our King! We are waiting for His call.
Mary A. Steward.
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