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4.08: AFTER THE MILLENIUM
1. THE SECOND RESURRECTION AND THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY CITY
“I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them. And I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.” Revelation 20:4, 5.
“I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away. And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And He said unto me, Write:
for these words are true and faithful.” Revelation 21:2‐5.
“At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth. He is accompanied by the host of
the redeemed, and attended by a retinue of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty, He bids the
wicked dead arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, numberless as the sands of the
sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the first resurrection! The righteous were clothed with
immortal youth and beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease and death.
“Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to behold the glory of the Son of God. With one voice the
wicked hosts exclaim, “Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord!” It is riot love to Jesus that
inspires this utterance. The force of truth urges the words from unwilling lips. As the wicked went into
their graves, so they come forth, with the same enmity to Christ, and the same spirit of rebellion. They
are to have no new probation, in which to remedy the defects of their past lives. Nothing would be
gained by this. A lifetime of transgression has not softened their hearts. A second probation, were it
given them, would be occupied as was the first, in evading the requirements of God and exciting
rebellion against Him.” The Great Controversy, 662.
“As the New Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor, comes down out of heaven, it rests upon the place
purified and made ready to receive it, and Christ, with His people and the angels, enters the Holy City.
The Great Controversy, 663.
“Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of
burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around Him are
the subjects of His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no language can describe, no pen portray.
The glory of the eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The brightness of His presence fills the city of
God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.” The Great
Controversy, 665.

2. SATAN RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON HOUSE
“And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of
the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from
God out of heaven, and devoured them.” Revelation 20:7‐9.
“We well know that Satan, in order to work, must have subjects upon whom to work. Without these, he
can do nothing. . . . The “binding” of Satan means simply the placing beyond his reach of the subjects
upon whom he works; and his being “loosed” means their being brought again, by a resurrection, to a
position where he can again exercise his power upon them.” Uriah Smith, Daniel and Revelation, 736.
“Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy. While deprived of his power and cut
off from his work of deception, the prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the wicked dead
are raised, and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and he determines not to
yield the great controversy. He will marshal all the armies of the lost under his banner, and through
them endeavor to execute his plans.
“The wicked are Satan's captives. In rejecting Christ they have accepted the rule of the rebel leader.
They are ready to receive his suggestions and to do his bidding. Yet, true to his early cunning, he does
not acknowledge himself to be Satan. He claims to be the prince who is the rightful owner of the world,
and whose inheritance has been unlawfully wrested from him. He represents himself to his deluded
subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought them forth from their graves, and
that he is about to rescue them from the most cruel tyranny.
“The presence of Christ having been removed, Satan works wonders to support his claims. He makes the
weak strong, and inspires all with his own spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against the camp
of the saints, and to take possession of the city of God. With fiendish exultation he points to the
unnumbered millions who have been raised from the dead, and declares that as their leader he is well
able to overthrow the city, and regain his throne and his kingdom. . . .
“At last the order to advance is given, and the countless host moves on.... The armies of Satan surround
the city, and make ready for the onset.” The Great Controversy, 663, 664.
“Said the angel, “Satan is the root, his children are the branches. They are now consumed root and
branch. They have died an everlasting death. They are never to have a resurrection, and God will have a
clean universe.” Early Writings, 295.

3. THE EARTH PURIFIED BY FIRE
“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea.” Revelation 21:1.
“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
you to be in all holy conversation and godliness. Looking for and basting unto the coming of the day of
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:10‐13.
“Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths
are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day
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has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works
that are therein are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The earth's surface seems one molten mass, a
vast, seething lake of fire. It is the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men, “the day of the
Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion.” Isaiah 34:8; Proverbs
11:31.” The Great Controversy, 672, 673.
“I then looked and saw the fire which had consumed the wicked, burning up the rubbish and purifying
the earth. Again I looked, and saw the earth purified. There was not a single sign of the curse. The
broken, uneven surface of the earth now looked like a level, extensive plain. God's entire universe was
clean, and the great controversy was forever ended. Wherever we looked, everything upon which the
eye rested was beautiful and holy. And all the redeemed host, old and young, great and small, cast their
glittering crowns at the feet of their Redeemer, and prostrated themselves in adoration before Him, and
worshiped Him that lives forever and ever. The beautiful new earth, with all its glory, was the eternal
inheritance of the saints.... The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom tinder the
whole heaven, was then given to the saints of the Most High, who were to possess it forever, even
forever and ever.” Early Writings, 295.
“I saw another field full of all kinds of flowers, and as I plucked them, I cried out, “They will never fade.”
Next I saw a field of tall grass, most glorious to behold; it was living green, and had a reflection of silver
and gold, as it waved proudly to the glory of King Jesus. Then we entered a field full of all kinds of
beasts. The lion, the lamb, the leopard, and the wolf, all together in perfect union. We passed through
the midst of them, and they followed on peaceably after. Then we entered a wood, not like the dark
woods we have here; no, no; but light and all over glorious; the branches of the trees waved to and fro,
and we all cried out, “We will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.” We passed through
the woods, for we were on our way to Mount Zion.” Testimonies 1, 68.

4. TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE
“For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye now, and
see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as
a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like
it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. For it shall come to pass in that
day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and
strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David
their king, whom I will raise up unto them.
“Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I
will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall
be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid. For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save
thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end
of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished. For thus saith
the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous. There is none to plead thy cause, that thou
mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines. All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee
not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the
multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased. Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy
sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done
these things unto thee.
“Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them,
shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for
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a prey. For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because
they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.” Jeremiah 30:5‐17.
“Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial through which the
people of God must pass just before Christ's second coming.... As Jacob was threatened with death by
his angry brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the wicked who are seeking to destroy
them. And as the patriarch wrestled all night for deliverance from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will
cry to God day and night for deliverance from the enemies that surround them.” Patriarchs and
Prophets, 201.
“As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last conflict, “the time of Jacob's
trouble,” they will grow up into Christ, and will partake largely of His spirit. As the third message swells
to a loud cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God will
partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them to pass through the time of
trouble. Their faces will shine with the glory of that light which attends the third angel.” Testimonies 1,
353.

5. ASCENDING INTO GOD'S HOLY HILL
“The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For He hath
founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?
Or who shall stand in His holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek Him, that seek Thy
face, 0 Jacob. Lift up your heads, 0 you gates; and be ye lift up, you everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift
up your heads, 0 ye gates. Even lift them up, you everlasting doors. And the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.” Psalm 24.
“Now is the time to lay up treasure in heaven, and to set our hearts in order, ready for the time of
trouble. Those only who have clean hands and pure hearts will stand in that trying time. Now is the time
for the law of God to be in our minds, foreheads, and written in our hearts. The Lord has shown me the
danger of letting our minds be filled with worldly thoughts and cares. I saw that some minds are led
away from present truth and a love of the Holy Bible, by reading other exciting books; others are filled
with perplexity and care for what they shall eat, drink, and wear. Some are looking too far off for the
coming of the Lord. Time has continued a few years longer than they expected, therefore they think it
may continue a few years more, and in this way their minds are being led from present truth, out after
the world. In these things I saw a great danger; for if the mind is filled with other things, present truth is
shut out, and there is no place in our foreheads for the seal of the living God.” Early Writings, 58.
Silvery palaces, streets of gold, green sward by the crystal river;
No tears, no pain, but a glad refrain of joy and peace forever;
Talking with loved who were laid to rest, communing with saints of ages,
Crowned with glory, telling the story of earth's last history's pages;
Telling to those who come from far, from world's unmarred and glorious,
Of the last of the fight 'twixt wrong and right in the struggle to be victorious.
And this will be sweet, yes, sweet, so sweet, because of the One who gave us
Strength to overcome till the night was done, gave up His life to save us.
Silver, palaces, streets of gold, green sward by the crystal river;
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Faces bright with eternity's light, never to sadden‐never;
Sweeping the strings of the golden harps, sending the echoes ringing.
Voices will raise to the Savior's praise, all of the ransomed singing.
Silvery palaces, streets of gold! Long, long have we waited, yearning,
Waited for Him midst earth's mad din, waited for His returning;
But now He is coming soon, so soon, His faithful cites to deliver.
Up there well sit down with the harp and the crown, there by the crystal river. Margaret Locke

6. PROFITABLE TO SERVE GOD
“Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much
against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance,
and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea,
they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered. Then they that
feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.
And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between the
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.” Malachi 3:13‐
18;
“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness
arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.” Malachi 4:1,2.
Those who withhold from God His own make these complaints. The Lord asks them to prove Him by
bringing their tithe into His storehouse, to see whether He will not pour them out a blessing. But they
cherish rebellion in their hearts, and complain of God; at the same time they rob Him, and embezzle His
goods. When their sin is presented before them, they say: “I have had adversity; my crops have been
poor; but the wicked are prospered. It does not pay to keep the ordinance of the Lord.”
“But God does not want any to walk mournfully before Him. Those who thus complain of God have
brought their adversity on themselves. They have robbed God, and His cause has been hindered
because the money that should have flowed into His treasury was used for selfish purposes. They
showed their disloyalty to God by failing to carry out His prescribed plan....
“In Malachi 3:16 an opposite class is brought to view, a class that meet together, not to find fault with
God, but to speak of His glory and tell of His mercies. These have been faithful in their duty. They have
given to the Lord His own. Testimonies are borne by them that make the heavenly angels sing and
rejoice. These have no complaints to make against God. Those who walk in the light, who are faithful
and true in doing their duty, are not heard complaining and finding fault. They speak words of courage,
hope, and faith. It is those who serve themselves, who do not give God His own, that complain.”
Testimonies 7, 389, 390.

7. COME AND REST
“And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were
many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.” Mark 6:31.
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“When the apostles returned front their first missionary journey, the Savior's command to them was,
“Come you yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile.” Mark 6:31. They had been putting
their whole souls into labor for the people, and this was exhausting their physical and mental strength. It
was their duty to rest.
“Christ's words of compassion are spoken to His workers today just as surely as to His disciples. “Come
you yourselves apart. . . . and rest awhile,” He says to those who are worn and weary. It is not wise to be
always under the strain of work and excitement, even in ministering to man's spiritual needs; for in this
way personal piety is neglected, and the powers of mind and soul and body are overtaxed. Self‐denial is
required of the servants of Christ, and sacrifices must be made; but God would have all study the laws of
health, and use reason when working for Him, that the life which He has given may be preserved.
“Though Jesus could work miracles, and had empowered His disciples to work miracles, He directed His
worn servants to go apart into the country and rest.” Gospel Workers, 243.
“All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for communion with their own hearts, with
nature, and with God.... We must individually hear Him speaking to the heart. When every other voice is
hushed, and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of the soul makes more distinct the voice of
God. He bids us, “Be still, and know that I am God.” This is the effectual preparation for all labor for God.
Amidst the hurrying throng, and the strain of life's intense activities, he who is thus refreshed, will be
surrounded with an atmosphere of light and peace. He will receive a new endowment of both physical
and mental strength. His life will breathe out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will reach
men's hearts.” Counsels on Health, 163.
“Come you yourselves apart, and rest a while;
The world is hurried in its anxious care.
Here lay your burdens; I will give you rest,
And help in trial you must bear.
“The fretful heart grows weak and weary still,
And, overcome, in all its weakness dies.
Come, take My yoke and share My quiet rest;
It is for all beneath the skies.
“My yoke, My rest, is offered unto you.
Come, walk with Me where angry billows roll.
Great tempests hush at My divine command,
And all things yield to My control.
“Not only where the gloaming silence falls,
And day beams fade into the quiet night,
But where the ruder wild winds throb and rage‐
Oh, come, and I will give you light.”
The mountains trembled and the rocks were rent,
The earthquake passed, with it a living flame;
But not in these, ah, no! a still small voice
Proclaimed Jehovah's mighty name!
A Voice of gentle stillness, speak to me,
And let me learn Thy quietness and rest.
And let me hear again those glory tones,
“Come unto Me‐to Me‐and rest.” Robert Hare.
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