DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

4.05: SECOND COMING
1. SIGNS IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good.
Traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. Having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 2 Timothy 3:1‐5.
“This is the class that in time of peril are found crying, Peace and safety. They lull their hearts into
security, and dream not of danger. When startled from their lethargy, they discern their destitution, and
entreat others to supply their lack; but in spiritual things no man can make up another's deficiency. The
grace of God has been freely offered to every soul. The message of the gospel has been heralded, “Let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17.
“But character is not transferable. No man can believe for another. No man can receive the Spirit for
another. No man can impart to another the character which is the fruit of the Spirit's working. “Though
Noah, Daniel, and job were in it [the land], as I live, says the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor
daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. Ezekiel 14:20.” Christ's Object
Lessons, 411, 412.
“The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a state of religious declension
similar to that in the first centuries. “In the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good. Traitors, heady, high‐minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 2 Timothy 3:1‐5.
“Now the Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” I Timothy 4:1. Satan will work “with all power and signs and
lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness.”
“And all that “received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved” will be left to accept “strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9‐11. When this state of ungodliness shall be
reached, the same results will follow as in the first centuries.” The Great Controversy, 444.

2. SIGNS IN THE INDUSTRIAL WORLD
“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are
corrupted, and your garments are moth eaten. Your gold and silver is corrupted; and the rust of them
shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. You have heaped treasure together
for the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord
of sabaoth. You have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; you have nourished your hearts,
as in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and killed the just; and he doeth not resist you. Be patient

therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit
of the earth, and bath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be you also patient;
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” James 5:1‐8.
“The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ's Second Coming. James the
apostle pictures the greed and oppression that will prevail.... This is a picture of what exists today. By
every species of oppression and extortion, men are piling up colossal fortunes, while the cries of starving
humanity are coming up before God....
“When trials arise that seem unexplainable, we should not allow our peace to be spoiled. However
unjustly we may be treated, let not passion arise. By indulging a spirit of retaliation we injure ourselves.
We destroy our own confidence in God, and grieve the Holy Spirit. There is by our side a witness, a
heavenly messenger, who will lift up for us a standard against the enemy. He will shut us in with the
bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. Beyond this Satan cannot penetrate. He cannot pass this
shield of holy light.” Christ's Object Lessons, pages 174, 175.
“Let all who are afflicted or unjustly used, cry to God. Turn away from those whose hearts are as steel,
and make your requests known to your Maker. Never is one repulsed who comes to Him with a contrite
heart. Not one sincere prayer is lost.
“Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour out
our heart's desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as we walk by the way, and our words reach the
throne of the Monarch of the universe. They may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die
away into silence, nor can they be lost through the activities of business that are going on.
Nothing can drown the soul's desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the confusion of the
multitude, to the heavenly courts. It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard.” Christ's
Object Lessons, 174.

3. SIGNS IN THE POLITICAL WORLD
Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw
near; let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the
weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together
round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. Let the heathen be wakened, and
come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in
the valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their
shining. The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and
the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of
Israel.” Joel 3:9‐16.
“Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations from one end of
the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming, a time of trouble such as
has not been since there was a nation, God's chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host
cannot destroy them; for angels that excel in strength will protect them.” Testimonies 9, 17.
“The Spirit of God is being grieved away from the earth. The nations are angry with one another.
Widespread preparations are being made for war. The night is at hand. Let the church arouse and go
forth to do her appointed work. Every believer, educated or uneducated, can bear the message.”
Testimonies 9, 26.
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“We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecies are fulfilling. Strange,
eventful history is being recorded in the books of heaven. Everything in our world is in agitation. There
are wars, and rumors of wars. The nations are angry, and the time of the dead has come, that they
should be judged. Events are changing to bring about the day of God, which hastens greatly.... But while
already nation is rising against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, there is not now a general
engagement. As yet the four winds are held until the servants of God shall be sealed in their foreheads.
Then the powers of earth will marshal their forces for the last great battle.
“Satan is busily laying his plans for the last mighty conflict, when all will take sides. After the gospel has
been proclaimed in the world for nearly two thousand years, Satan still presents to men and women the
same scene that he presented to Christ. In a wonderful manner he causes the kingdoms of the world in
their glory to pass before them. These he promises to all who will fall down and worship him. Thus he
seeks to bring men under his dominion.
“Satan is working to the utmost to make himself as God, and to destroy all who oppose his power. And
today the world is bowing before him. His power is received as the power of God. The prophecy of the
Revelation is being fulfilled, that “all the world wondered after the beast.” Revelation 13:3.” Testimonies
6, 14.

4. THE OBJECT OF CHRIST'S COMING
1. To Establish His Kingdom: “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.” 2 Timothy 4:1. “When the Son of man
shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory.”
Matthew 25:31.
2. To Resurrect the Righteous Dead: “Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?” I
Corinthians 15:51‐55.
3. To Translate the Righteous Living: “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” I Thessalonians 4:16, 17.
“About His coming cluster the glories of that “restitution of all things, which God bath spoken by the
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” Acts 3:21. Then the long‐continued rule of evil
shall be broken; “the kingdoms of this world” will become 11 the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His
Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15. “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together.” “The Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.” He shall be “for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of
His people.” Isaiah 40:5; 61:11; 28:5.” The Great Controversy, 301.
“During an earthquake that occurred a few years since, the inhabitants of a small village were generally
very much alarmed, but they were at the same time surprised at the calmness and apparent joy of an
old lady whom they all knew. At length one of them, addressing the old lady, said, “Mother, are you not
afraid?” “No,” said the mother in Israel; “I rejoice to know that I have a God that can shake the world.”
Charles H. Spurgeon.
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“I long to behold Him arrayed With glory and light from above, The King in His beauty displayed, His
beauty of holiest love. I languish, and sigh to be there, Where Jesus hath fixed His abode; 0, when shall
we meet in the air, And fly to the mountains of God?” Charles Wesley

5. THE UNEXPECTEDNESS OF CHRIST'S COMING
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the good man
of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not
have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh”. Matthew 24:42‐44.
“The day of God is rapidly approaching. Its footsteps are so muffled that it does not arouse the world
from the deathlike slumber into which it has fallen. While the watchmen cry, “Peace and safety,”
“sudden destruction” comes upon them, and they shall not escape; “for as a snare shall it come on all
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.” It overtakes the pleasure lover and the sinful man as a
thief in the night. When all is apparently secure, and men retire to contented rest, then the prowling,
stealthy, midnight thief steals upon his prey. Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.” People are now settling to rest, imagining themselves secure under the popular
churches; but let all beware, lest there be a place left open for the enemy to gain an entrance.
“Great pains should be taken to keep this subject before the people. The solemn fact is to be kept not
only before the people of the world, but before our own churches also, that the day of the Lord will
come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning of the prophecy is addressed to every soul. Let no
one feel that he is secure from the danger of being surprised. Let no one's interpretation of prophecy
rob you of the conviction of the knowledge of events which show that this great event is near at hand.”
Special Testimonies on Education, pages 107, 108.
“Solemn will be the day of final decision. In prophetic vision the apostle John describes it: “I saw a great
white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” Revelation 20:11, 12.
“Sad will be the retrospect in that day when men stand face to face with eternity. The whole life will
present itself just as it has been. The world's pleasures, riches, and honors will not then seem so
important. Men will then see that the righteousness they despised is alone of value. They will see that
they have fashioned their characters under the deceptive allurements of Satan. The garments they have
chosen are the badge of their allegiance to the first great apostate. Then they will see the results of their
choice. They will have a knowledge of what it means to transgress the commandments of God.
“There will be no future probation in which to prepare for eternity. It is in this life that we are to put on
the robe of Christ's righteousness. This is our only opportunity to form characters for the home which
Christ has made ready for those who obey His commandments.” Christ's Object Lessons, 318, 319.

6. PREPARATION FOR CHRIST'S COMING
“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which bath great recompense of reward. For ye have need of
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while,
and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw
back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but
of them that believe to the saving of the soul.” Hebrews 10:35‐39.
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“Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in tempests, in
earthquakes, in peril by land and by sea. The great I AM is speaking to those who make void His law.
When God's wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be able to stand? Now is the time for
God's people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt,
when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the
most unflinching.
“To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the
Lord when champions are few, this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the
coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason.” Testimonies 5, 136.
“We are homeward bound. He who loved us so much as to die for us, hath built for us a city. The New
Jerusalem is our place of rest. There will be no sadness in the city of God. No wail of sorrow, no dirge of
crushed hopes and buried affections, will evermore be heard.
“Soon the garments of heaviness will be changed for the wedding garment. Soon we shall witness the
coronation of our King. Those whose lives have been hidden with Christ, those who on this earth have
fought the good fight of faith, will shine forth with the Redeemer's glory in the kingdom of God.
“It will not be long till we shall see Him in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. And in His
presence, all the trials and sufferings of this life will be as nothingness. . . .
“Look up, look up, and let your faith continually increase. Let this faith guide you along the narrow path
that leads through the gates of the city of God into the great beyond, the wide, unbounded future of
glory that is for the redeemed. “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the
early and latter rain. Be you also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draws nigh.”
James 5:7, 8.” Testimonies 9, 287, 288.

7. THE GOSPEL TO ALL NATIONS
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only‐begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you always even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:19, 20.
“I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and give glory to Him. For the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And there followed another angel, saying,
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation. And he
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of
the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascended up forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receives the mark of his name. Here is the
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patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”
Revelation 14:6‐12.
“Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church, so that every one
shall be working for Him according to his ability. When the members of the church of God do their
appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel commission, the
whole world will soon be warned, and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and great
glory. “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14.” Acts of the Apostles, 111.
“The vineyard includes the whole world, and every part of it is to be worked. There are places which are
now a moral wilderness, and these are to become as the garden of the Lord. The waste places of the
earth are to be cultivated, that they may bud and bloom as the rose. New territories are to be worked
by men inspired by the Holy Spirit. New churches must be established, new congregations organized. At
this time there should be representatives of present truth in every city, and in the remote parts of the
earth.” Testimonies 6, 24.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
It’s time to do a study such as never done before;
The end of time’s upon us, even at the very door.
A test will come to everyone who dwells upon the land;
And only by the word of God will anybody stand.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
It’s what the Bible says that counts.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
So teach me what THE BIBLE says.
It may be different from what I’ve always thought;
It may not go along with what my parents always taught.
But if the Bible says it, who am I to disagree?
The word of God is the standard and the test for every creed.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
It’s what the Bible says that counts.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
So teach me what THE BIBLE says.
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