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4.02: MORE PARABLES
1. THE TEN VIRGINS
“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth
to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took
their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
“While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise
answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell,
and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready
went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
“Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily
I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the
Son of man cometh.” Matthew 25:1‐13.
“The two classes of watchers represent the two classes who profess to be waiting for their Lord. They
are called virgins because they profess a pure faith. By the lamps is represented the word of God. The
psalmist says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” The oil is a symbol of the
Holy Spirit....
“In the parable, all the ten virgins went out to meet the bridegroom. All had lamps, and vessels for oil;
for a time there was seen no difference between them. So with the church that lives just before Christ's
Second Coming. All have a knowledge of the Scriptures. All have heard the message of Christ's near
approach, and confidently expect His appearing. But as in the parable, so it is now. A time of waiting
intervenes, faith is tried; and when the cry is heard, “Behold, the Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet
Him,” many are unready. They have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. They are destitute of the
Holy Spirit.
“Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no avail. The theory of truth, unaccompanied
by the Holy Spirit, cannot quicken the soul or sanctify the heart. . . .
“The ten virgins are watching in the evening of this earth's history. All claim to be Christians. All have a
call, a name, a lamp, and all profess to be doing God's service. All apparently wait for Christ's appearing.
But five are unready. Five will be found surprised, dismayed, outside the banquet hall.
“At the final day, many will claim admission to Christ's kingdom saying, “We have eaten and drunk in Thy
presence, and Thou has taught in our streets.‐‐”Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name‐P and
in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?” But the answer is, “I
tell you, I know you not whence you are; depart from Me.” Luke 13:26, 27; Matthew 7:22. In this life
they have not entered into fellowship with Christ; therefore they know not the language of heaven, they
are strangers to its joy.” Christ's Object Lessons, 406‐413.

2. THE WISE STEWARD
“And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his
household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord
when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he
hath. But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; The lord of that servant will come in
a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and
will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and
prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that
knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more.” Luke 12:42‐48.
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over His household?” Can we
answer? Am I the steward, faithful to the sacred trust which is committed to me? To every man is given
an individual responsibility. The watchmen have their specific work to discern the approach of danger,
and sound the note of warning. The soldiers of the cross of Christ are to have ears keen to hear. In their
position of responsibility they are to give the trumpet a certain sound, that every one may gird on the
armor for action. . . .
“The unfaithful steward had solemn responsibilities entrusted to him; before the world he appeared as a
servant of Christ; but 0, how deplorable for himself, and for all connected with him, he is an evil servant.
He is imperiling his Lord's goods. He is teaching souls to trample upon the holy law of God. He calls
Christ, My Lord. But he says, “My Lord delays His coming.” He does not say that Christ will not come; he
does not scoff at the idea of His Second Coming; but he tells the people that His coming is delayed. He is
removing from the minds of others the conviction that the Lord is coming quickly. His influence leads
men to presumptuous, careless delay.” Testimonies to Ministers, 236‐238.
“Our talents are not our own, they are the Lord's property with which we are to trade. We are
responsible for the use or the abuse of the Lord's goods. God calls upon men to invest their entrusted
talents, that when the Master comes He may receive His own with usury. With His own blood Christ has
purchased us as His servants. Shall we serve Him? Shall we now study to show ourselves approved unto
God? Shall we show by our actions that we are stewards of His grace? Every effort put forth for the
Master, prompted by a pure, sincere heart, will be a fragrant offering to Him.” Testimonies to Ministers,
166.

3. THE POUNDS
“He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I
come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to
reign over us.
“And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded
these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much
every man had gained by trading. Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.
And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have
thou authority over ten cities.”
“And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said likewise to him, Be
thou also over five cities. And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept
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laid up in a napkin: For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst
not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I
judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not
down, and reaping that I did not sow: Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at
my coming I might have required mine own with usury?
“And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten
pounds. (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto you, That unto every one
which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.
But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them
before me.” Luke 19:12‐27.
“Every man is a steward of God. To each the Master has committed His means; but man claims that
means as his own. Christ says, “Occupy till I come.” A time is coming when Christ will require His own
with usury. He will say to each of His stewards, “Give an account of thy stewardship.” Those who have
hid their Lord's money in a napkin in the earth, instead of putting it out to the exchangers, and those
who have squandered their Lord's money by expending it for needless things, instead of putting it out to
usury by investing it in His cause, will not receive approval from the Master, but decided
condemnation.” Testimonies 3, 386.
“This I beheld, or dreamed it in a dream: There spread a cloud of dust along a plain; And underneath the
cloud, or in it, raged A furious battle; and men yelled, and swords, Shocked upon swords and shields. A
prince's banner wavered, Then staggered backward, hemmed in by foes. A craven hung along the
battle's edge And thought “Had I a sword of keener steel, That blue blade that the king's son wears, but
this Blunt thing: he snapped and flung it from his hand, And lowering crept away and left the field.
“Then came the king's son, Wounded, sore bestead, And weaponless, and saw the broken sword, Half
buried in the dry and trodden sand, And ran and snatched it, and with battle shout Lifted afresh, he
hewed his enemy down, And saved a great cause that heroic day.”

4. THE LOST SHEEP
“What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it
on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours,
saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.” Luke 15:4‐6.
“The soul that God has created and Christ has redeemed is of great value because of the possibilities
before it, the spiritual advantages that have been granted it, the capabilities it may possess if vitalized by
the word of God, and the immortality which through the Life‐giver it may obtain if obedient. One soul is
of more value to heaven than a whole world of property, houses, lands, money. For the conversion of
one soul we should tax our resources to the utmost. One soul won to Christ will flash heaven's light all
around him, penetrating the moral darkness, and saving other souls.
“If Christ left the ninety and nine, that He might seek and save the one lost sheep, can we be justified in
doing less? Is not a neglect to work even as Christ worked, to sacrifice as He sacrificed, a betrayal of
sacred trusts, an insult to God?” Testimonies 6, 21, 22.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through Him might be saved.” John 3:16, 17.
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As my son walks down life's pathway, Where flowers and thorns abide,
Should his feet turn to the byway, Without a mother by his side,
Will some of you who are older, Should you chance my boy to see,
Just haste to tap him on the shoulder, And say, “Come, my lad, this way with me”
“Will you point him to the crossroad, If you see him chance to roam,
Or take him by the hand, oh, gently, And lead him to our Father's home?
Or if the night is dark and stormy, And his feet perchance may fall,
Will you take his arm, my brother, And tell him Jesus died for all?
Should the tempter whisper in his ear, Words you know his soul might charm,
Won't you hold him, oh, the closer, And keep him from the traitor's harm?
If his heart should yearn so eager, For the gold of other lands,
Won't you beckon to him, brother, And show the nail print in His hands?
Many boys and girls, my brother, O'er this world are left to roam
Without mother or kind father, Let us lead them gently home.
May God help us to be kinder, As they tread the path we've trod,
And to those who stray, be tender, As we lead them back to God.” Mrs. Mae Mark.

5. THE NEW IN THE OLD
“No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh
from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the
bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles,
and both are preserved.” Matthew 9:16, 17.
“Continuing His answer to the disciples of John, Jesus spoke a parable, saying, “No man puts a piece of a
new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new makes a rent, and the piece that was taken
out of the new agrees not with the old.” The message of John the Baptist was not to be interwoven with
tradition and superstition. An attempt to blend the pretense of the Pharisees with the devotion of John
would only make more evident the breach between them.
“Nor could the principles of Christ's teaching be united with the forms of Pharisaism. Christ was not to
close up the breach that had been made by the teachings of John. He would make more distinct the
separation between the old and the new. Jesus further illustrated this fact, saying, “No man puts new
wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall
perish.” The skin bottles which were used as vessels to contain the new wine, after a time became dry
and brittle, and were then worthless to serve the same purpose again. . . .
“The Pharisees thought themselves too wise to need instruction, too righteous to need salvation, too
highly honored to need the honor that comes from Christ. The Savior turned away from them to find
others who would receive the message of heaven. In the untutored fishermen, in the publican at the
market place, in the woman of Samaria, in the common people who heard Him gladly, He found His new
bottles for the new wine. The instruments to be used in the gospel work are those souls who gladly
receive the light which God sends them. These are His agencies for imparting the knowledge of truth to
the world. If through the grace of Christ His people will become new bottles, He will fill them with new
wine.” The Desire of Ages, 278, 279.
What Bible Study Had Done: “A white man, traveling through a country where the natives had some
years before been cannibals, found one of them reading a Bible. The traveler, himself an unbeliever,
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sneered at the occupation. 'That will do you no good,' he said. 'It never did us any; we are giving it up.'
The islander stared at him in surprise. 'If it does you no good in your own land, it is surely of use to you
here,' he said, 'for if it had not been for this book, you would have been cooked and eaten before this.'
There are not a few scoffers at Christianity who forget that their personal safety and their liberty of
speech are the gift of that which they revile.”

6. THE MUSTARD SEED
“And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare
it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be
in the earth: But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out
great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.” Mark 4:30‐32.
“The word of truth should ever be in mind and heart, that those who believe the truth may be prepared
to speak a word in season. To sow the seed of truth by a few well‐chosen words, may appear to be but a
small beginning; but that word, spoken from the heart, may take root, spring up, and bear an abundant
harvest of truth. In ourselves we can do nothing. We are all weak; but if we make the most of the Lord's
entrusted talents, His divine power will give us efficiency.
“There are many whose sphere of influence seems narrow; their abilities are limited, their opportunities
are few, their knowledge is small; yet if they will let the peace of God rule in their hearts, they may do
more than those who have naturally greater capabilities, but who trust to their own efficiency. It is “not
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” The strength and talents belong to
God; and who can estimate the great work that may be done in the sowing of the gospel seed?” Review
and Herald, Sept. 21, 1897.
“As Jesus spoke this parable, the mustard plant could be seen far and near, lifting itself above the grass
and grain, and waving its branches lightly in the air. Birds flitted from twig to twig, and sang amid the
leafy foliage. Yet the seed from which sprang this giant plant was among the least of all seeds. At first it
sent up a tender shoot; but it was of strong vitality, and grew and flourished until it reached its present
great size.
“So the kingdom of Christ in its beginning seemed humble and insignificant. Compared with earthly
kingdoms, it appeared to be the least of all. By the rulers of this world, Christ's claim to be a king was
ridiculed. Yet in the mighty truths committed to His followers the kingdom of the gospel possessed a
divine life. And how rapid was its growth, how widespread its influence!
“When Christ spoke this parable, there were only a few Galilean peasants to represent the new
kingdom. Their poverty, the fewness of their numbers, was urged over and over again as a reason why
men should not connect themselves with these simple‐minded fishermen who followed Jesus. But the
mustard seed was to grow and spread forth its branches throughout the world. When the earthly
kingdoms whose glory then filled the hearts of men should perish, the kingdom of Christ would remain,
a mighty and far‐reaching power.
“So the work of grace in the heart is small in its beginning. A word is spoken, a ray of light is shed into
the soul, an influence is exerted that is the beginning of the new life; and who can measure its results?”
Christ's Object Lessons, 77, 78.

7. THE SOWER
“And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when
he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon
stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no
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deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they
withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell
into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.”
Matthew 13:3‐8.
“Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.
This is he which received seed by the way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same
is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth
for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.
He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into
the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Matthew 13:18‐23.
“Christ is the sower of the seed. He carne to sow the world with truth. Not one tiny seed of error does
He cast into the ground. He sees that the precious seeds of truth do not have a fair opportunity when
seeds of a perverted character have taken deep root. The plowshare of truth is needed, not merely to
cut off the tops of the thorns, but to take them out by the roots. Therefore He makes the doctrines of
His kingdom so plain that the truth appears in contrast with error; for truth, if planted and cherished in
the heart, will uproot error. And all who have the privilege of hearing the word, and who receive it not,
must render an account for their rejection of the instruction and warnings given. They are represented
as those who, “seeing see not, and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.”
“Some who heard the parables of Christ came to Him privately, and asked for an explanation. This was
the desire that Christ wished to arouse, that He might give them more definite instruction. Those who
study His word with hearts open to receive the impressions made by the Holy Spirit will not complain
that they cannot see clearly the meaning of His word. All who come to Christ and inquire for a clearer
knowledge of truth, will receive it. He will unfold to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; and
these mysteries will be understood by the heart that longs to know the truth. A heavenly light will shine
into the soul temple, and will be revealed to others as the bright shining of a candle on a dark path.”
Review and Herald, Sept 26, 1899.
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