DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

3.11: HEALING MIRACLES
1. RAISING THE WIDOW'S SON
“And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went
with him, and much people. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead
man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with
her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. And he came
and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.
And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.” Luke 7:11‐15.
“He who stood beside the sorrowing mother at the gate of Nain, watches with every mourning one
beside the bier. He is touched with sympathy for our grief. His heart, that loved and pitied, is a heart of
unchangeable tenderness. His word that called the dead to life, is no less efficacious now than when
spoken to the young man of Nain. He says, “All power is given Me in heaven and in earth.” That power is
not diminished by the lapse of years, nor exhausted by the ceaseless activity of His overflowing grace. To
all who believe on Him, He is still a living Savior.
“Jesus changed the mother's grief to joy when He gave back her son; yet the youth was but called forth
to this earthly life, to endure its sorrows, its toils, and its perils, and to pass again under the power of
death. But Jesus comforts our sorrow for the dead with a message of infinite hope: “I am He that lives,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore, . . . and have the keys of hell and of death.”
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Desire of Ages, 319,
320.
“Satan cannot hold the dead in his grasp when the Son of God bids them live. He cannot hold in spiritual
death one soul who in faith receives Christ's word of power. God is saying to all who are dead in sin,
“Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead.” Ephesians 5:14. That word is eternal life. As the
word of God which bade the first man live, still gives us life; as Christ's word, “Young man, I say unto
thee, Arise,” gave life to the youth of Nain, so that word, “Arise from the dead,” is life to the soul that
receives it. God “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of His dear Son.” Colossians 1:13. It is all offered us in His word. If we receive the word, we have the
deliverance.
“And “if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” “For the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Romans
8:11; I Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This is the word of comfort wherewith He bids us comfort one another.”
Desire of Ages, 320.

2. HEALING BLIND BARTIMAEUS
“And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of
people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And
many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David,
have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man,
saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garment, rose, and
came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The
blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy
faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.”
Mark 10:46‐52.
“While God is a friend to the blind and the unfortunate, He does not excuse their sins. He requires them
to overcome, and to perfect Christian character in the name of Jesus, who overcame in their behalf. But
Jesus pities our weakness, and He is ready to give strength to bear up in trial, and to resist the
temptations of Satan, if we will cast our burden upon Him. Angels are sent to minister to the children of
God who are physically blind. Angels guard their steps and save them from a thousand dangers, which,
unknown to them, beset their path. But His Spirit will not attend them unless they cherish a spirit of
kindness, and seek earnestly to have control over their natures, and to bring their passions and every
power into submission to God. They must cultivate a spirit of love and control their words and actions.
“I was shown that God requires His people to be far more pitiful and considerate of the unfortunate
than they are. “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Here genuine religion is
defined. God requires that the same consideration which should be given to the widow and fatherless
be given to the blind, and to those suffering under the affliction of other physical infirmities.
Disinterested benevolence is very rare in this age of the world.” Testimonies 3, 516.
“I saw that it is in the providence of God that widows and orphans, the blind, the deaf, the lame, and
persons afflicted in a variety of ways, have been placed in close Christian relationship to His church; it is
to prove His people and develop their true character. Angels of God are watching to see how we treat
these persons who need our sympathy, love, and disinterested benevolence. This is God's test of our
character. If we have the true religion of the Bible, we shall feel that a debt of love, kindness, and
interest is due to Christ in behalf of His brethren; and we can do no less than to show our gratitude for
His immeasurable love to us while we were sinners unworthy of His grace, by having a deep interest and
unselfish love for those who are our brethren, and who are less unfortunate than ourselves.”
Testimonies 3, 511.

3. JAIRUS' DAUGHTER
“When Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said
unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleeps. And they laughed Him to scorn. But when
the people were put forth, He went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose.” Matthew 9:23‐
25.
“Returning from Gergesa to the western shore, Jesus found a multitude gathered to receive Him, and
they greeted Him with joy. He remained by the seaside for a time, teaching and healing, and then
repaired to the house of Levi‐Matthew to meet the publicans at the feast. Here Jairus, the ruler of the
synagogue, found Him. This elder of the Jews came to Jesus in great distress, and cast himself at His feet
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exclaiming, “My little daughter lies at the point of death; I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her,
that she may be healed; and she shall live.”
“Jesus set out at once with the ruler for his home. Though the disciples had seen so many of His works
of mercy, they were surprised at His compliance with the entreaty of the haughty rabbi; yet they
accompanied their Master, and the people, followed, eager and expectant. The ruler's house was not far
distant, but Jesus and His companions advanced slowly, for the crowd pressed Him on every side. The
anxious father was impatient of delay; but Jesus, pitying the people, stopped now and then to relieve
some suffering one, or to comfort a troubled heart.
“While they were still on the way, a messenger pressed through the crowd, bearing to Jairus the news
that his daughter was dead, and it was useless to trouble the Master further. The word caught the ear of
Jesus. “Fear not,” He said; “believe only, and she shall be made whole.”
“Jairus pressed closer to the Savior, and together they hurried to the ruler's home. Already the hired
mourners and flute players were there, filling the air with their clamor. The presence of the crowd, and
the tumult, jarred upon the spirit of Jesus. He tried to silence them, saying, “Why make you this ado,
and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleeps.” They were indignant at the words of the stranger. They
had 'seen the child in the embrace of death, and they laughed Him to scorn. Requiring them all to leave
the house, Jesus took with Him the father and mother of the maiden, and the three disciples, Peter,
James, and John, and together they entered the chamber of death.
“Jesus approached the bedside, and taking the child's hand in His own, He pronounced softly, in the
familiar language of her home, the words, “Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise.”
“Instantly a tremor passed through the unconscious form. The pulses of life beat again. The lips unclosed
with a smile. The eyes opened widely as if from sleep, and the maiden gazed with wonder on the group
beside her. She arose, and her parents clasped her in their arms, and wept for joy.” The Desire of Ages,
342, 343.

4. CURING THE DEMONIAC CHILD
“And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a
dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his
teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.
He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer
you? bring him unto me.
“And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on
the ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto
him? And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy
him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou
canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the father of the child cried
out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.
“When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him,
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. And the spirit
cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is
dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when he was come into the
house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And he said unto them, This
kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” Mark 9:17‐29.
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“If Thou can do anything, have compassion on us, and help us.” How many a sin burdened soul has
echoed that prayer. And to all, the pitying Savior's answer is, “If thou can believe, all things are possible
to him that believes.” It is faith that connects us with heaven, and brings us strength for coping with the
powers of darkness. In Christ, God has provided means for subduing every sinful trait, and resisting
every temptation, however strong. But many feel that they lack faith, and therefore they remain away
from Christ. Let these souls, in their helpless unworthiness, cast themselves upon the mercy of their
compassionate Savior. Look not to self, but to Christ. He who healed the sick and cast out demons when
He walked among men, is the same mighty Redeemer today. Faith comes by the word of God. Then
grasp His promise, “Him that comes to Me I will in no wise cast out.” John 6:37. Cast yourself at His feet
with the cry, “Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.” You can never perish while you do this‐‐never.”
The Desire of Ages, 428, 429.

5. WALKING ON THE SEA
“And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch
of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. But when
they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: For they all saw
him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it
is I; be not afraid. And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore
amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.” Mark 6:48‐51.
“At the moment when they believe themselves lost, a gleam of light reveals a mysterious figure
approaching them upon the water. But they know not that it is Jesus. The One who has come for their
help, they count as an enemy. Terror overpowers them. The hands that have grasped the oars with
muscles like iron, let go their hold. The boat rocks at the will of the waves; all eyes are riveted on this
vision of a man walking upon the white‐capped billows of the foaming sea.
“They think it a phantom that omens their destruction, and they cry out for fear. Jesus advances as if He
would pass them; but they recognize Him, and cry out, entreating His help. Their beloved Master turns,
His voice silences their fear, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.”
“As soon as they could credit the wondrous fact, Peter was almost beside himself with joy. As if he could
scarcely yet believe, he cried out, “Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water. And He said,
Come.”
“Looking unto Jesus, Peter walks securely; but as in self‐satisfaction he glances back toward his
companions in the boat, his eyes are turned from the Savior. The wind is boisterous. The waves roll high,
and come directly between him and the Master; and he is afraid. For a moment Christ is hidden from his
view, and his faith gives way. He begins to sink. But while the billows talk with death, Peter lifts his eyes
from the angry waters, and fixing them upon Jesus, cries, “Lord, save me.” Immediately Jesus grasps the
outstretched hand, saying, “0 thou of little faith, wherefore did thou doubt?”
“Walking side by side, Peter's hand in that of his Master, they stepped into the boat together. But Peter
was now subdued and silent. He had no reason to boast over his fellows, for through unbelief and self‐
exaltation he had very nearly lost his life. When he turned his eyes from Jesus, his footing was lost, and
he sank amid the waves.
“When trouble comes upon us, how often we are like Peter. We look upon the waves, instead of
keeping our eyes fixed upon the Savior.... Jesus did not bid Peter come to him that he should perish; He
does not call us to follow Him, and then forsake us. “Fear not,” He says; “for I have redeemed thee, I
have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. When thou passes through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walks through the fire, thou shall not be
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burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Savior.” Isaiah 43:1‐3.” The Desire of Ages, 381, 382.

6. “STRETCH FORTH THINE HAND”
“And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to
heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. And he said unto them, What man shall there be
among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on
it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the
sabbath days. Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was
restored whole, like as the other.” Matthew 12:10‐13.
“Upon another Sabbath, as Jesus entered a synagogue He saw there a man who had a withered hand.
The Pharisees watched Him, eager to see what He would do. The Savior well knew that in healing on the
Sabbath He would be regarded as a transgressor, but He did not hesitate to break down the wall of
traditional requirements that barricaded the Sabbath.
“Jesus bade the afflicted man stand forth, and then asked, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days,
or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?” It was 'a maxim among the Jews that a failure to do good, when one
had opportunity, was to do evil; to neglect to save life, was to kill. Thus Jesus met the rabbis on their
own ground. “But they held their peace. And when He had looked round about on them with anger,
being grieved for thee hardness of their hearts, He says unto the man, Stretch forth your hand. And he
stretched it out; and his hand was restored whole as the other.” Mark 3:4, 5.
“When questioned, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days?” Jesus answered, “What man shall there
be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold
on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on
the Sabbath days.” Matthew 12:10‐12.
“The spies dared not answer Christ in the presence of the multitude, for fear of involving themselves ill
difficulty. They knew that lie had spoken the truth. rather than violate their traditions, they would leave
a man to suffer, while they would relieve a brute because of the loss to the owner if it were neglected.
Thus greater care was shown for a dumb animal than for man, who is made in the image of God.
“This illustrates the working of all false religions. They originate in man's desire to exalt himself above
God, but they result in degrading man below the brute. Every religion that wars against the sovereignty
of God defrauds man of the glory which was his at the creation, which is to be restored to him in Christ.
Every false religion teaches its adherents to be careless of human needs, sufferings, and rights. The
gospel places a high value upon humanity as the purchase of the blood of Christ, and it teaches a tender
regard for the wants and woes of man. The Lord says, “I will make a man more precious than fine gold;
even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.” Isaiah 13:12.” Desire of Ages, 286,287.

7. THE TOUCH OF FAITH
“Behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind Him, and
touched the hem of His garment: for she said within herself, If I may but touch His garment, I shall be
whole. But Jesus turned Him about, and when He saw her, He said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy
faith bath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.” Matthew 9:20‐22.
“The wondering crowd that pressed close about Christ realized no accession of vital power. But when
the suffering woman put forth her hand to touch Him, believing that she would be made whole, she felt
the healing virtue. So in spiritual things. To talk of religion in a casual way, to pray without soul hunger
and living faith, avails nothing. A nominal faith in Christ, which accepts Him merely as the Savior of the
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world, can never bring healing to the soul. The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere intellectual
assent to the truth. He who waits for entire knowledge before he will exercise faith, cannot receive
blessing from God. It is not enough to believe about Christ; we must believe in Him. The only faith that
will benefit us is that which embraces Him as a personal Savior, which appropriates His merits to
ourselves.
“Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive Christ join
themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means an increase of vigor,
a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power.
“After healing the woman, Jesus desired her to acknowledge the blessing she had received. The gifts
which the gospel offers, are not to be secured by stealth or enjoyed in secret. So the Lord calls upon us
for confession of His goodness. “You are My witnesses, says the Lord, that I am God.” Isaiah 43:12.
“Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world. We are
to acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that which will be most
effectual is the testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves
the working of a power that is divine. Every individual has a life distinct from all others, and an
experience differing essentially from theirs. God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked by
our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise of the glory of His grace, when
supported by a Christ like life, have an irresistible power, that works for the salvation of souls.” Desire of
Ages, 347.

“Never lower your principles to the world's standard. Never let sin, however popular it may be, have any
countenance or sanction from you, even by a smile. The manly confession of Christ before men when
His cause is unpopular, is made by Himself the condition of His confessing us before His Father.” E. M.
Goulburn.
“Let us not take up the impression that even the smallest temptation can be resisted in any strength of
our own, or that the least hindrance in our spiritual life is too small a matter to make the subject of
earnest prayer.” A. H. K. Boyd.
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