DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

2.4: MIRACLES 2
1. TURNING WATER INTO WINE
“The third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: and both
Jesus was called, and His disciples, to the marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus
saith unto Him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine
hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it. And
there were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing
two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the water pots with water. And they filled them up
to the brim. And He saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they
bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it
was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;). The governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
and saith unto him, Every man at the beginning does set forth good wine; and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse. But thou has kept the good wine until now. This beginning of miracles
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth His glory; and His disciples believed on Him.” John 2:1‐
11.
“Jesus did not begin His ministry by some great work before the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem. At a household
gathering in a little Galilean village, His power was put forth to add to the joy of a wedding feast. Thus
He showed His sympathy with men, and His desire to minister to their happiness. In the wilderness of
temptation He Himself had drunk the cup of woe. He came forth to give to men the cup of blessing, by
His benediction to hallow the relations of human life.” The Desire of Ages, page 144
“The gift of Christ to the marriage feast was a symbol. The water represented baptism into His death;
the wine, the shedding of His blood for the sins of the world. The water to fill the jars was brought by
human hands, but the word of Christ alone could impart to it life‐giving virtue. So with the rites which
point to the Savior's death. It is only by the power of Christ, working through faith, that they have
efficacy to nourish the soul.
“The word of Christ supplied ample provision for the feast. So abundant is the provision of His grace to
blot out the iniquities of men, and to renew and sustain the soul.... The wine which Christ provided for
the feast, and that which He gave to the disciples as a symbol of His own blood, was the pure juice of the
grape. To this the prophet Isaiah refers when he speaks of the new wine “in the cluster,” and says,
“Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it.” Isaiah 65:8.
“It was Christ who in the Old Testament gave the warning to Israel, 'Mine is a mocker, strong drink is
raging; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” Proverbs 20:1. And He Himself provided no such
beverage. Satan tempts men to indulgence that will becloud reason and benumb the spiritual
perceptions, but Christ teaches us to bring the lower nature into subjection. His whole life was an
example of self‐denial.” The Desire of Ages, 148, 149.

2. THE TEN LEPERS
“As He entered into a certain village, there met Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: and
they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when He saw them, He said

unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are not found that
returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.” Luke 17:12‐18.
“When the ten lepers came to Jesus for healing, He bade them go and show themselves to the priest. On
the way they were cleansed, but only one of them returned to give Him glory. The others went their
way, forgetting Him who had made them whole. How many are still doing the same thing. The Lord
works continually to benefit mankind. He is ever imparting His bounties. He raises up the sick from beds
of languishing, He delivers men from peril which they do not see. He commissions heavenly angels to
save them from calamity, to guard them from “the pestilence that walks in darkness,” and “the
destruction that wastes at noonday” (Psalm 91:6); but their hearts are unimpressed. He has given all the
riches of heaven to redeem them, and yet they are unmindful of His great love. By their ingratitude they
close their hearts against the grace of God. Like the heath in the desert, they know not when good
comes, and their souls inhabit the parched places of the wilderness.
“It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. Thus faith is strengthened to
claim and to receive more and more. There is greater encouragement for us in the least blessing we
ourselves receive from God than in all the accounts we can read of the faith and experience of others.
The soul that responds to the grace of God shall be like a watered garden. His health shall spring forth
speedily; his light shall rise in obscurity, and the glory of the Lord shall be seen upon him. Let us then
remember the loving‐kindness of the Lord, and the multitude of His tender mercies.” The Desire of Ages,
347, 348.
Our trials come as golden chains, Each link, though forged by bitter pains,
Thus binds us to the Master's side, That in His love we may abide.
The flames may sear our shrinking form, The billows rage in each fierce storm;
Yet all will purge and purify, Glad songs arise from heartfelt sigh.
For thus the Master forms the clay, The night must rule as well as day,
The furnace burns, but only dross, The storms give gain as well as loss.
Because life's sweetness comes full grown, And greatness is the better known.
When trials work their gracious end; 'Tis thus that God may blessings send. Thomas E. Hirst

3. THE CRIPPLED MAN
“After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by
the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these
lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For
an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first
after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain
man was there, which had an infirmity thirty eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had
been now a long time in that case, He saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man
answered Him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am
coming, another steps down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And
immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the
Sabbath.” John 5:1‐9.
“From the simple Bible account of how Jesus healed the sick, we may learn something about how to
believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins. Let us turn to the story of the paralytic at Bethesda. The poor
sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty‐eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, “Rise, take up
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thy bed, and walk.” The sick man might have said, “Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy
word.” But no, lie believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at
once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He
was made whole.
“In like manner you are a sinner. You cannot atone for your past sins, you cannot change your heart, and
make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You
confess your sins, and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as you do this, God will
fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise, ‐believe that you are forgiven and cleansed, God
supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man
believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it.” Steps to Christ, 54, 55.
With God there is forgiveness. Let us take the good of it. It is precisely as you deal with your child. He
failed yesterday in his lesson, and disgraced himself. Do you want him to remember his disgrace today?
No. The very highest thing you ask of him is that he will work for you today as if he had never failed in
his life. Charles F. Dole.

4. A FISH PROVIDES MONEY
“When they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doeth
not your Master pay tribute? He says, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus Prevented him,
saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their
own children, or of strangers? Peter saith unto Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the
children free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and
take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shall find a piece of
money: that take, and give unto them for Me and thee.” Matthew 17:24‐27.
“If Jesus had paid the tribute without a protest, He would virtually have acknowledged the justice of the
claim, and would thus have denied His divinity. But while He saw good to meet the demand, He denied
the claim upon which it was based. In providing for the payment of the tribute He gave evidence of His
divine character. It was made manifest that He was one with God, and therefore was not under tribute
as a mere subject of the kingdom.
“Go thou to the sea,” He directed Peter, “and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first comes up; and
when thou has opened his mouth, thou shall find a piece of money; that take, and give unto them for
Me and thee.”
“Though He had clothed His divinity with humanity, in this miracle He revealed His glory. It was evident
that this was He who through David had declared, “Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains; and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. If I
were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the world is Mine, and the fullness thereof.” Psalm 50:10‐12.
“While Jesus made it plain that He was under no obligation to pay the tribute, He entered into no
controversy with the Jews in regard to the matter; for they would have misinterpreted His words, and
turned them against Him. Lest He should give offense by withholding the tribute, He did that which He
could not justly be required to do.
“This lesson would be of great value to His disciples. Marked changes were soon to take place in their
relation to the temple service, and Christ taught them not to place themselves needlessly in antagonism
to established order. So far as possible, they were to avoid giving occasion for misinterpretation of their
faith. While Christians are not to sacrifice one principle of truth, they should avoid controversy
whenever it is possible to do so.” The Desire of Ages, page 434.
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When we learn to put aside all restless, unnecessary anxiety, which springs from a love of self, we shall
have attained the very heart of the narrow way, and we shall enjoy the pure liberty and innocent peace
of God's children. Fenelon.

5. A MULTITUDE OF FISHES
“It came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon Him to hear the word of God, He stood by the lake of
Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and
were washing their nets. And He entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that
he would thrust out a little from the land. And He sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now
when He had left speaking, He said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a
draught. And Simon answering said unto Him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, they enclosed a
great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the
other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they
began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a
sinful man, 0 Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which
they had taken: and so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon.
And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shall catch men. And when they had brought
their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed Him.” Luke 5:8‐11.
“Peter was unmindful now of boats or lading. This miracle, above any other he had ever witnessed, was
to him a manifestation of divine power. In Jesus he saw one who held all nature under His control. The
presence of divinity revealed his own unholiness. Love for his Master, shame for his own unbelief,
gratitude for the condescension of Christ, above all, the sense of his uncleanness in the presence of
infinite purity, overwhelmed him. While his companions were securing the contents of the net, Peter fell
at the Savior's feet, exclaiming, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord.”
“It was the same presence of divine holiness that had caused the prophet Daniel to fall as one dead
before the angel of God. He said, “My comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no
strength.” So when Isaiah beheld the glory of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” Humanity, with its weakness and sin, was brought in contrast
with the perfection of divinity, and he felt altogether deficient and unholy. Thus it has been with all who
have been granted a view of God's greatness and majesty.
“The deeper lesson which the miracle conveyed for the disciples, is a lesson for us also, that He whose
word could gather the fishes from the sea, could also impress human hearts, and draw them by the
cords of His love, so that His servants might become “fishers of men”.
They were humble and unlearned men, those fishers of Galilee; but Christ, the light of the world, was
abundantly able to qualify them for the position for which He had chosen them. The Savior did not
despise education; for when controlled by the love of God, and devoted to His service, intellectual
culture is a blessing. But He passed by the wise men of His time, because they ... could not sympathize
with suffering humanity, and become colaborers with the Man of Nazareth.” The Desire of Ages, 246,
249.

6. THE BLIND AND THE DUMB HEALED
“When Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have
mercy on us. And when He was come into the house, the blind men came to Him: and Jesus saith unto
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them, Believe you that I am able to do this? They said unto Him, Yea, Lord. Then touched He their eyes,
saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straightly charged
them, saying, See that no man know it. But they, when they were departed, spread abroad His fame in
all that country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a dumb man possessed with a devil. And
when the devil was cast out, the dumb spoke: and the multitudes marveled, saying, It was never so seen
in Israel.” Matthew 9:27‐33.
“During His ministry, Jesus devoted more time to healing the sick than to preaching. His miracles
testified to the truth of His words, that He came not to destroy, but to save. Wherever He went, the
tidings of His mercy preceded Him. Where He had passed, the objects of His compassion were rejoicing
in health, and making trial of their new found powers. Crowds were collecting around them to hear from
their lips the works that the Lord had wrought. His voice was the first sound that many had ever heard,
His name the first word they had ever spoken, His face the first they had ever looked upon. Why should
they not love Jesus, and sound His praise? As He passed through the towns and cities, He was like a vital
current, diffusing life and joy....
“The Savior made each work of healing an occasion for implanting divine principles in the mind and soul.
This was the purpose of His work. He imparted earthly blessings, that He might incline the hearts of men
to receive the gospel of His grace.” Ministry of Healing, pages 19, 20.
“Difficulties will arise that will try your faith and patience. Face them bravely. Look on the bright side. If
the work is hindered, be sure that it is not your fault, and then go forward, rejoicing in the Lord. Heaven
is full of joy. It resounds with the praises of Him who made so wonderful a sacrifice for the redemption
of the human race. Should not the church on earth be full of praise? Should not Christians publish
throughout the world the joy of serving Christ? Those who in heaven join with the angelic choir in their
anthem of praise must learn on earth the song of heaven, the keynote of which is thanksgiving.
“Never let your courage fail. Never talk unbelief because appearances are against you. As you work for
the Master, you will feel pressure for want of means, but the Lord will hear and answer your petitions
for help. Let your language be, “The Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded;
therefore have I set my face like a flint; and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” Isaiah 50:7.”
Testimonies, Volume 7, page 244.

7. THE CRIPPLED WOMAN
Behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and
could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him, and said unto her,
Woman, thou art loosed from your infirmity. And He laid His hands on her: and immediately she was
made straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because
that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men
ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day. The Lord then
answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass
from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan bath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath
day? And when He had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced
for all the glorious things that were done by Him. Luke 13:11‐17.
“Never was there such an evangelist as Christ. He was the Majesty of heaven, but He humbled Himself
to take our nature, that He might meet men where they were. To all people, rich and poor, free and
bond, Christ, the Messenger of the covenant, brought the tidings of salvation. His fame as the great
Healer spread throughout Palestine. The sick came to the places through which He would pass, that they

http://www.remnant‐prophecy.com ‐‐ http://www.temcat.com 5

might call on Him for help. Hither, too, came many anxious to hear His words and to receive a touch of
His hand. Thus He went from city to city, from town to town, preaching the gospel and healing the sick,‐
the King of glory in the lowly garb of humanity.
“He attended the great yearly festivals of the nation, and to the multitude absorbed in outward
ceremony He spoke of heavenly things, bringing eternity within their view. To all He brought treasures
from the storehouse of wisdom. He spoke to them in language so simple that they could not fail of
understanding. By methods peculiarly His own, He helped all who were in sorrow and affliction. With
tender, courteous grace, He ministered to the sin‐sick soul, bringing healing and strength.
“The Prince of teachers, He sought access to the people by the pathway of their most familiar
associations. He presented the truth in such a way that ever after it was to His hearers intertwined with
their most hallowed recollections and sympathies. He taught in a way that made them feel the
completeness of His identification with their interests and happiness. His instruction was so direct, His
illustrations were so appropriate, His words so sympathetic and cheerful, that His hearers were
charmed. The simplicity and earnestness with which He addressed the needy, hallowed every word.
“What a busy life He led! Day by day He might have been seen entering the humble abodes of want and
sorrow, speaking hope to the downcast, and peace to the distressed. Gracious, tenderhearted, pitiful,
He went about lifting up the bowed down and comforting the sorrowful. Wherever He went, He carried
blessing.” Ministry of Healing, pages 22‐24.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
It’s time to do a study such as never done before;
The end of time’s upon us, even at the very door.
A test will come to everyone who dwells upon the land;
And only by the word of God will anybody stand.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
It’s what the Bible says that counts.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
So teach me what THE BIBLE says.
It may be different from what I’ve always thought;
It may not go along with what my parents always taught.
But if the Bible says it, who am I to disagree?
The word of God is the standard and the test for every creed.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
It’s what the Bible says that counts.
It’s what the Bible says that really matters now;
So teach me what THE BIBLE says.
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