DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

2-2: FAITH 2
1. INSPIRED ABRAHAM TO GO TO AN UNKNOWN COUNTRY
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an
inheritance, obeyed. And he went out, not knowing whither he went By faith he sojourned in the Land
of Promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise. For he looked for a city which bath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”
Hebrews 11:8‐10.
Abraham's unquestioning obedience is one of the most striking evidences of faith to be found in all the
Bible. To him, faith was “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Relying
upon the divine promise, without the least outward assurance of its fulfillment, he abandoned home
and kindred and native land, and went forth, he knew not whither, to follow where God should lead. “By
faith he became a sojourner in the Land of Promise as in a land not his own, dwelling in tents, with Isaac
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise.”
It was no light test that was thus brought upon Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of him.
There were strong ties to bind him to his country, his kindred, and his home. But he did not hesitate to
obey the call. He had no question to ask concerning the Land of Promise,‐whether the soil was fertile,
and the climate healthful; whether the country offered agreeable surroundings, and would afford
opportunities for amassing wealth. God had spoken, and His servant must obey; the happiest place on
earth for him was the place where God would have him to be.
Many are still tested as was Abraham. They do not hear the voice of God speaking directly from the
heavens, but He calls them by the teachings of His word and the events of His providence. They may be
required to abandon a career that promises wealth and honor, to leave congenial and profitable
associations, and separate from kindred, to enter upon what appears to be only a path of self‐denial,
hardship, and sacrifice. God has a work for them to do; but a life of ease and the influence of friends and
kindred would hinder the development of the very traits essential for its accomplishment. He calls them
away from human influences and aid, and leads them to feel the need of His help, and to depend upon
Him alone, that He may reveal Himself to them. Who is ready at the call of Providence to renounce
cherished plans and familiar associations? Who will accept new duties and enter untried fields, doing
God's work with firm and willing heart, for Christ's sake counting his losses gain? He who will do this has
the faith of Abraham, and will share with him that “far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,”
with which “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared.” ‐ Patriarchs and
Prophets, pages 126, 127.

2. LED NOAH TO PREPARE THE ARK
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which
is by faith.” Hebrews 11:7.
While Noah was giving his warning message to the world, his works testified of his sincerity. It was thus
that his faith was perfected and made evident. He gave the world an example of believing just what God

says. All that he possessed, he invested in the ark. As he began to construct that immense boat on dry
ground, multitudes came from every direction to see the strange sight, and to hear the earnest, fervent
words of the singular preacher. Every blow struck upon the ark was a witness to the people.... Instead of
humbling the heart before God, they continued their disobedience and wickedness, the same as though
God had not spoken to them through His servant.
“But Noah stood like a rock amid the tempest. Surrounded by popular contempt and ridicule, he
distinguished himself by his holy integrity and unwavering faithfulness. A power attended his words; for
it was the voice of God to man through His servant. Connection with God made him strong in the
strength of infinite power, while for one hundred and twenty years his solemn voice fell upon the cars of
that generation in regard to events, which, so far as human wisdom could judge were impossible. .
“The earth will again be swept by the desolating wrath of God, and sin and sinners will be destroyed.
The sins that called for vengeance upon the antediluvian world, exist today. The fear of God is banished
from the hearts of men, and His law is treated with indifference and contempt. The intense worldliness
of that generation is equaled by that of the generation now living. . . .
“As it was in the days of Noah,” “even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.” “The
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein shall
be burned up.” When the reasoning of philosophy has banished the fear of God's judgments. When
religious 'teachers are pointing forward to long ages of peace and prosperity, and the world are
absorbed in their rounds of business and pleasure. Planting and building, feasting and merry‐making,
rejecting God's warnings and mocking His messengers, then it is that sudden destruction comes upon
them, and they shall not escape.” Patriarchs and Prophets, pages 95‐104.

3. RESULTED IN ENOCH'S TRANSLATION
“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had
translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” Hebrews 11:5.
“By the translation of Enoch the Lord designed to teach an important lesson. There was danger that men
would yield to discouragement, because of the fearful results of Adam's sin. Many were ready to
exclaim, 'What profit is it that we have feared the Lord and have kept His ordinances, since a heavy
curse is resting upon the race, and death is the portion of us all?” But the instructions which God gave to
Adam, and which were repeated by Seth, and exemplified by Enoch, swept away the gloom and
darkness, and gave hope to man, that as through Adam came death, so through the promised Redeemer
would come life and immortality. Satan was urging upon men the belief that there was no reward for
the righteous or punishment for the wicked, and that it was impossible for men to obey the divine
statutes. But in the case of Enoch, God declares “that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.” He shows what He will do for those who keep His commandments....
“In the midst of a world by its iniquity doomed to destruction, Enoch lived a life of such close
communion with God that he was not permitted to fall under the power of death. The godly character
of this prophet represents the state of holiness which must be attained be “redeemed from the earth”
at me of Christ's Second Advent. Then, as in the world before the flood, iniquity will prevail. Following
the promptings of their corrupt hearts and the teachings of a deceptive philosophy, men will rebel
against the authority of Heaven. But like Enoch, God's people will seek for purity of heart and conformity
to His will, until they shall reflect the likeness of Christ. Like Enoch they will warn the world of the Lord's
Second Coming, and of the judgments to be visited upon transgression, and by their holy conversation
and example they will condemn the sins of the ungodly. As Enoch was translated to heaven before the
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destruction of the world by water, so the living righteous will be translated from the earth before its
destruction by fire.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 88, 89.
Trust thy God. He will not deceive thee; thy interests are with Him in safe custody. When sight says, “All
these things are against me,” let faith rebuke the hasty conclusion, and say “Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?” J. R. MacDuff

4. THE VICTORY OF FAITH
“So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, and
lodged in the camp. And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord.
And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord went on continually,
and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the reward came after the ark
of the Lord, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. And the second day they compassed
the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days. And it came to pass on the seventh day,
that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven
times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time,
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord bath given
you the city. . . . So the. people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass,
when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the
wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they
took the city.” Joshua 6:11‐20.
“Joshua was now the acknowledged leader of Israel. He had been known chiefly as a warrior, and his
gifts and virtues were especially valuable at this stage in the history of his people. Courageous, resolute,
and persevering, prompt, incorruptible, unmindful of selfish interests in his care for those committed to
his charge, and above all, inspired by a living faith in God, such was the character of the man divinely
chosen to conduct the armies of Israel in their entrance upon the Promised Land. During the sojourn in
the wilderness he had acted as prime minister to Moses, and by his quiet, unpretending fidelity, his
steadfastness when others wavered, his firmness to maintain the truth in the midst of danger, he had
given evidence of his fitness to succeed Moses, even before he was called to the position by the voice of
God.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 481.
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down.” The Captain of the Lord's host communicated only with Joshua;
He did not reveal Himself to all the congregation, and it rested with them to believe or doubt the words
of Joshua, to obey the commands given by him in the name of the Lord, or to deny his authority. They
could not see the host of angels who attended them under the leadership of the Son of God. They might
have reasoned: “What unmeaning movements are these, and how ridiculous the performance of
marching daily around the walls of the city, blowing trumpets of rams horns. This can have no effect
upon those towering fortifications.” But the very plan of continuing this ceremony through so long a
time prior to the final overthrow of the walls, afforded opportunity for the development of faith among
the Israelites. It was to be impressed upon their minds that their strength was not in the wisdom of man,
nor in his might, but only in the God of their salvation. They were thus to become accustomed to relying
wholly upon their divine Leader.” Patriarchs and Prophets 493.

5. GOD WILL FULFILL HIS PROMISES
“Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness;
but is long‐suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” 2 Peter 3:8, 9.
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“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise.” He does not forget or neglect His children; but He
permits the wicked to reveal their true character, that none who desire to do His will may be deceived
concerning them. Again, the righteous are placed in the furnace of affliction, that they themselves may
be purified; that their example may convince others of the reality of faith and godliness; and also that
their consistent course may condemn the ungodly and unbelieving.
“God permits the wicked to prosper, and to reveal their enmity against Him, that when they shall have
filled up the measure of their iniquity, all may see His justice and mercy in their utter destruction. The
day of His vengeance hastens, when all who have transgressed His law and oppressed His people will
meet the just recompense of their deeds; when every act of cruelty or injustice toward God's faithful
ones will be punished as though done to Christ Himself.” The Great Controversy, page 48.
“The Scriptures are to be received as God's word to us, not written merely, but spoken. When the
afflicted ones came to Christ, He beheld not only those who asked for help, but all who throughout the
ages should come to Him in like need and with like faith. When He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee”; when He said to the woman of Capernaum, “Daughter, be of good
comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace,” He spoke to other afflicted, sin‐burdened ones
who should seek His help.
“So with all the promises of God's word. In them He is speaking to us individually, speaking as directly as
if we could listen to His voice. It is in these promises that Christ communicates to us His grace and
power.” Ministry of Healing, page 122.
0 soul of mine, Why does thou worry so Over things unknown to thee, Over future days to be,
Which only God may know?
Poor, weary soul, Why added burdens take, Why scan with anxious eyes The clouded, darkened
skies Through which no sunbeams break?
Sad, longing soul, Look up to God on high, Cease thy sad doubts and fears, Banish thy cries and
tears, Behold, thy help is nigh.
Weak, trembling soul, Make God thy help and stay, He will a refuge prove, His an enduring love,
Strength for thy darkest day.
Brave, earnest soul, Is sweet to trust and rest Under His sheltering wing, To learn in the dark to
sing, Knowing He does best. F. M. W.

6. GOD AFFLICTED WITH HIS CHILDREN
“I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the
LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed
on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. For he said,
Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. In all their affliction he was
afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he
bare them, and carried them all the days of old.” Isaiah 63:7‐9.
“Blessed are they also who weep with Jesus in sympathy with the world's sorrow, and in sorrow for its
sin. In such mourning there is intermingled no thought of self. Jesus was the man of sorrows, enduring
heart‐anguish such as no language can portray. His spirit was torn and bruised by the transgressions of
men. He toiled with self‐consuming zeal to relieve the wants and woes of humanity, and His heart was
heavy with sorrow as He saw multitudes refuse to come to Him that they might have life. All who are
followers of Christ will share in this experience. As they partake of His love, they will enter into His
travail for the saving of the lost. They share in the sufferings of Christ, and they will share also in the
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glory that shall be revealed. One with Him in His work, drinking with Him the cup of sorrow, they are
partakers also of His joy.
“It was through suffering that Jesus obtained the ministry of consolation. In all the affliction of
humanity, He is afflicted; and “in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succor them
that are tempted.” In this ministry every soul that has entered into the fellowship of His sufferings is
privileged to share.” Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 26, 27.
“Tenderly had the Lord dealt with Israel in their deliverance from Egyptian bondage and in their journey
to the Promised Land. “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them:
in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them all the days of old.”
Isaiah 63:9.
“My presence shall go with thee” (Exodus 33:14), was the promise given during the journey through the
wilderness. This assurance was accompanied by a marvelous revelation of Jehovah's character, which
enabled Moses to proclaim to all Israel the goodness of God, and to instruct them fully concerning the
attributes of their invisible King.” Prophets and Kings, 312.
My God is at the helm; it matters not How sorely tempted, tried, dismayed am I; Though tempests rage,
and waves surround my bark, I will not fear, for God, my help, is nigh.
Into the port of heaven His hand will steer My fragile, storm tossed, beaten bark, And I shall know the
fullness of His joy and rest, When I shall reach the light beyond earth's dark. Nathaniel Krum.

7. HELP IN TROUBLE
“But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not:
for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.
Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I
give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the
east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back:
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; Even every one that is called by
my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.” Isaiah 43:1‐7.
“Those who are called to suffer for Christ's sake, who have to endure misapprehension and distrust,
even in their own home, may find comfort in the thought that Jesus has endured the same. He is moved
with compassion for them. He bids them find companionship in Him, and relief where He found it, in
communion with the Father.
“Those who accept Christ as their personal Savior are not left as orphans, to bear the trials of life alone.
He receives them as members of the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father their Father. They are
His 1ittle ones,” dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most tender and abiding ties. He has
toward them an exceeding tenderness, as far surpassing what our father or mother has felt toward us in
our helplessness, as the divine is above the human.
“Of Christ's relation to His people, there is a beautiful illustration in the laws given to Israel. When
through poverty a Hebrew had been forced to part with his patrimony, and to sell himself as a bond
servant, the duty of redeeming him and his inheritance fell to the one who was nearest of kin. So the
work of redeeming us and our inheritance, lost through sin, fell upon Him who. is “near of kin” unto us.
It was to redeem us that He became our kinsman. Closer than father, mother, brother, friend, or lover, is
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the Lord our Savior. “Fear not,” He says, “for I have redeemed thee. I have called thee by thy name; thou
art Mine.” “Since thou was precious in My sight, thou has been honorable, and I have loved thee;
therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.”
“Christ loves the heavenly beings that surround His throne; but what shall account for the great love
wherewith He has loved us? We cannot understand it, but we can know it true in our own experience.
And if we do hold the relation of kinship to Him, with what tenderness should we regard those who are
brethren and sisters of our Lord. Should we not be quick to recognize the claims of our divine
relationship? Adopted into the family of God, should we not honor our Father and our kindred?” The
Desire of Ages, 326, 327.

The Builder:
An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his employer contractor of his plans to leave the house
building business and live a more leisurely life with his wife, enjoying his extended family. He would
miss the paychecks, but he needed to retire. They would get by.
The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go, and asked him if he would build just one more
house as a personal favor. The carpenter said yes, but as things progressed it was easy to see that his
heart was not in his work and that he would rather be elsewhere. He cut corners with shoddy
workmanship and used whatever materials he had available rather than waiting and ordering things that
would have worked better in the end. It was an unfortunate way to end a dedicated career.
When the carpenter finished his work the employer came to inspect the house. He handed the front
door key to the carpenter. 'This is your house,' he said, 'My gift to you.'
The carpenter was shocked! If he had only known he was building his own house, he would have done it
all so differently.
So it is with us. We build our lives, a day at a time, often putting less than our best into things. Then with
a shock we realize we have to live in the house we have built. We can never go back, but think; if you
could send a message to yourself ten years ago what would you say?
Can you think of all the ways you could have done more with the time and relationships you had then?
But could that advice be something still worth hearing today?
You are a carpenter. Each day you hammer nails, erect walls and build windows. 'Life is a do‐it‐
yourself project,' someone has said. Your attitudes and the choices you make today, build the 'house'
you live in tomorrow. Build wisely! Remember...To the world you might be one person, but to one
person, you might be the world.
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