DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

12: FAITH AND PRAYER
1. THE EXERCISE OF FAITH
“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24.
“Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied together. In the prayer of faith there is a
divine science; it is a science that every one who would make his lifework a success must understand.
Christ says, “What things so ever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you
shall have them.” Mark 11:24. He makes it plain that our asking must be according to God's will; we
must ask for the things that He has promised, and whatever we receive must be used in doing His will.
The conditions met, the promise is unequivocal.
“For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christ‐like temper, for wisdom and strength to do His
work, for any gift He has promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return
thanks to God that we have received.
“We need look for no outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we may go about
our work assured that what God has promised He is able to perform, and that the gift, which we already
possess, will be realized when we need it most.” Education, pages 257, 258.
“From the simple Bible account of how Jesus healed the sick, we may learn something about how to
believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins. Let us turn to the story of the paralytic at Bethesda. The poor
sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty‐eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, “Rise, take up
thy bed, and walk.” The sick man might have said, “Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy
word.” But no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at
once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He
was made whole.
In like manner you are a sinner. You cannot atone for your past sins, you cannot change your heart, and
make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You
confess your sins, and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as you do this, God will
fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise, believe that you are forgiven and cleansed, God
supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man
believed that lie was healed. It is so if you believe it....
“Jesus says, “What things so ever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you
shall have them.” Mark 11:24. There is a condition to this promise, that we pray according to the will of
God. But it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a
holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we
have received them. It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law
without shame or remorse. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1. Education, pages 54‐56.

2. KEEPING GOD'S COMMANDMENTS
“Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that
are pleasing in His sight.” I John 3:22.
“Only as we live in obedience to His word can we claim the fulfillment of His promises. The psalmist
says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” If we render to Him only a partial, half‐
hearted obedience, His promises will not be fulfilled to us.” Ministry of Healing, page 227.
“So it is with every other one of God's requirements. All His gifts are promised on condition of
obedience. God has a heaven full of blessings for those who will co‐operate with Him. All who obey Him
may with confidence claim the fulfillment of His promises.” Christ's Object Lessons, page 145.
“It was not enough that the ark and the sanctuary were in the midst of Israel. It was not enough that the
priests offered sacrifices, and that the people were called the children of God. The Lord does not regard
the request of those who cherish iniquity in the heart; it is written that “he that turns away his ear from
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 584.
“As Christ lived the law in humanity, so we may do if we will take hold of the Strong for strength. But we
are not to place the responsibility of our duty upon others, and wait for them to tell us what to do. We
cannot depend for counsel upon humanity. The Lord will teach us our duty just as willingly as He will
teach somebody else. If we come to Him in faith, He will speak His mysteries to us personally. Our hearts
will often burn within us as One draws nigh to commune with us as He did with Enoch. Those who
decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God, will know, after presenting their case before
Him, just what course to pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but strength. Power for
obedience, for service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has promised. Whatever was given to Christ,
the “all things” to supply the need of fallen men, was given to Him as the head and representative of
humanity. And “whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in His sight.” The Desire of Ages, page 668.
“Our works bear witness to us. Our faith cannot be hidden. Life is a traitor, and tells the secret we would
keep. We imagine we believe one thing, and do, in reality, believe another. . . . How shall we find out
what we believe? By noting that upon which we act.” Eliza T. Clapp.

3. RECONCILED TO OTHERS
“If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remembers that thy brother bath aught against thee; leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and
offer thy gift.” Matthew 5:23, 24.
“When one who professes to serve God wrongs or injures a brother, he misrepresents the character of
God to that brother, and the wrong must be confessed, he must acknowledge it to be sin, in order to be
in harmony with God. Our brother may have done us a greater wrong than we have done him, but this
does not lessen our responsibility. If when we come before God we remember that another has ought
against us, we are to leave our gift of prayer, of thanksgiving, of free‐will offering, and go to the brother
with whom we are at variance, and in humility confess our own sin, and ask to be forgiven.
“If we have in any manner defrauded or injured our brother, we should make restitution. If we have
unwittingly borne false witness, if we have misstated his words, if we have injured his influence in any
way, we should go to the ones with whom we have conversed about him, and take back all our injurious
misstatements.” Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pages 91, 92.
“We should not allow our feelings to be easily wounded. We are to live, not to guard our feelings or our
reputation, but to save souls. As we become interested in the salvation of souls, we cease to mind the
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little differences that so often arise in our association with one another. Whatever others may think of
us or do to us, it need not disturb our oneness with Christ, the fellowship of the Spirit. “What glory is it
if, when you be buffeted for your faults, you shall take it patiently? But if, when you do well, and suffer
for it, you take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.”
“Do not retaliate. So far as you can do so, remove all cause for misapprehension. Avoid the appearance
of evil. Do all that lies in your power, without the sacrifice of principle, to conciliate others....
“If impatient words are spoken to you, never reply in the same spirit. Remember that “a soft answer
turns away wrath.” And there is wonderful power in silence. Words spoken in reply to one who is angry
sometimes serve only to exasperate. But anger met with silence, in a tender, forbearing spirit, quickly
dies away.
“Under a storm of stinging, faultfinding words, keep the mind stayed upon the word of God. Let mind
and heart be stored with God's promises. If you are ill treated or wrongfully accused, instead of
returning an angry answer, repeat to yourself the precious promises.” Ministry of Healing, pages 485,
486.

4. THE SPIRIT OF FORGIVENESS
“When you stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven
may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven
forgive your trespasses.” Mark 11:25, 26.
“When we come to ask mercy and blessing from God, we should have a spirit of love and forgiveness in
our own hearts. How can we pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” and yet indulge an
unforgiving spirit? If we expect our own prayers to be heard, we must forgive others in the same
manner, and to the same extent, as we hope to be forgiven.” Steps to Christ, page 101.
“But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Nothing
can justify an unforgiving spirit. He who is unmerciful toward others shows that he himself is not a
partaker of God's pardoning grace. In God's forgiveness the heart of the erring is drawn close to the
great heart of infinite love. The tide of divine compassion flows into the sinner's soul, and from him to
the souls of others. The tenderness and mercy that Christ has revealed in His own precious life will be
seen in those who become sharers of His grace. But “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of His.” He is alienated from God, fitted only for eternal separation from Him....
“We are not forgiven because we forgive, but as we forgive. The ground of all forgiveness is found in the
unmerited love of God; but by our attitude toward others we show whether we have made that love our
own. Wherefore Christ says, “With what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and with what
measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again.” Christ's Object Lessons, page 251.
“Jesus teaches that we can receive forgiveness from God only as we forgive others. It is the love of God
that draws us unto Him, and that love cannot touch our hearts without creating love for our brethren.
“After completing the Lord's prayer, Jesus added: “If you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.” He who is unforgiving, cuts off the very channel through which alone he can receive
mercy from God. We should not think that unless those who have injured us confess the wrong, we are
justified in withholding from them our forgiveness. It is their part, no doubt, to humble their hearts by
repentance and confession; but we are to have a spirit of compassion toward those who have
trespassed against us, whether or not they confess their faults. However sorely they may have wounded
us, we are not to cherish our grievances. and sympathize with ourselves over our injuries; but as we
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hope to be pardoned for our offenses against God, we are to pardon all who have done evil to us.”
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, page 166.

5. PUTTING AWAY ALL INIQUITY
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” Psalm 66:18.
“If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer
of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe
that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God; it is the
worthiness of Jesus that will save us, His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in
complying with the conditions of acceptance.” Steps to Christ, pages 99, 100.
“With fasting and earnest prayer, with deep heart searching, stern self‐examination, lay bare the soul;
let no act escape your critical examination. Then, with self dead, and your life hid with Christ in God,
offer your humble petitions. If you regard iniquity in your heart, the Lord will not hear you. If He had
heard your prayers, you would have been exalted. Satan has stood by, prepared to make the most of the
advantage he has gained.
“Oh, how important it is that faithfulness in little things characterize our lives, that true integrity mark all
our course of action, and that we ever bear in mind that angels of God are taking cognizance of every
act that which we mete to others shall be meted to us again. A fearfulness should ever attend you lest
you should deal unjustly, selfishly. By sickness and adversity the Lord will remove from us much more
than we obtain by grinding the face of the poor. A just God truly estimates all our motives and actions.”
Testimonies, Vol. 2, page 158.
“Christ has chosen us out of the world, that we might be a peculiar and holy people. He “gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works.” God's workers must be men of prayer, diligent students of the Scriptures, hungering and
thirsting after righteousness, that they may be a light and strength to others. Our God is a jealous God;
and He requires us to worship Him in spirit and in truth, in the beauty of holiness. The psalmist says, “If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” As workers, we must take heed to our ways. If
the psalmist could not be heard if he regarded iniquity in his heart, how can the prayers of men now be
heard while iniquity is regarded by them?” Testimonies, Vol. 5, pages 591, 592.
One Short Hour:
Lord, what a change within us one short hour
Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make!
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take,
What parched grounds refresh as with a shower!
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower;
We rise, and all, the distant and the near,
Stands forth in sunny outline brave and clear.
We kneel, how weak; we rise, how full of power!
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong,
Or others, that we are not always strong,
That we are ever overborne with care,
That we should ever weak or heartless be,
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer,
And joy and strength and courage are with Thee? Archbishop Trench.
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6. SENSING OUR NEED
“I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour My Spirit upon thy
seed, and My blessing upon your offspring.” Isaiah 44:3
“There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and answer our prayers.
One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from Him. He has promised, “I will pour water
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.” Those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the
Spirit's influence, or God's blessing cannot be received.
“Our great need is itself an argument, and pleads most eloquently in our behalf. But the Lord is to be
sought unto to do these things for us. He says, “Ask, and it shall be given you.” And “He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” ‐
Steps to Christ, page 99.
“If you have a sense of need in your soul, if you hunger and thirst after righteousness, this is an evidence
that Christ has wrought upon your heart, in order that He may be sought unto to do for you, through the
endowment of the Holy Spirit, those things which it is impossible for you to do for yourself. We need not
seek to quench our thirst at shallow streams; for the great fountain is just above us, of whose abundant
waters we may freely drink, if we will rise a little higher in the pathway of faith.
“The words of God are the wellsprings of life. As you seek unto those living springs, you will, through the
Holy Spirit, be brought into communion with Christ. Familiar truths will present themselves to your mind
in a new aspect. Texts of Scripture will burst upon you with a new meaning, as a flash of light; you will
see the relation of other truths to the work of redemption, and you will know that Christ is leading you.
A divine Teacher is at your side.” Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pages 35, 36.
“It is to the thirsting soul that the fountain of living waters is open. God declares, “I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.” To souls that are earnestly seeking for light, and
that accept with gladness every ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to such alone light will be
given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light and power which will lighten the whole
earth with His glory.” Testimonies, Vol. 5, page 729.
Ho, every one that thirsts,
Come to the living stream,
And satisfy your longing soul
While silver fountains gleam.
Come, weary, faint, and hungry:
Before you now is spread
A rich supply for all your needs,
Receive the living bread. May Wakeham.

7. THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE
“0 come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. For the Lord is a
great God, and a great King above all gods. In His hand are the deep places of the earth; the strength of
the hills is His also. The sea is His, and He made it: and His hands formed the dry land. 0 come, let us
worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For He is our God; and we are the
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.” Psalm 95:1‐7.
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“He calls His own sheep by name, and leads them out. . . . and the sheep follow Him; for they know His
voice.” The Eastern shepherd does not drive his sheep. He depends not upon force or fear; but going
before, lie calls them. They know his voice, and obey the call. So does the Savior‐Shepherd with His
sheep. The Scripture says, “Thou led Thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.” Through
the prophet, Jesus declares, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving‐kindness
have I drawn thee.” He compels none to follow Him. “I drew them,” He says, “with cords of a man, with
bands of love.” Psalm 77:20; Jeremiah 31:3; Hosea 11:4.
“It is not the fear of punishment, or the hope of everlasting reward, that leads the disciples of Christ to
follow Him. They behold the Savior's matchless love, revealed throughout His pilgrimage on earth, from
the manager of Bethlehem to Calvary's cross, and the sight of Him attracts, it softens and subdues the
soul. Love awakens in the heart of the beholders. They hear His voice, and they follow Him.
“As the shepherd goes before his sheep, himself first encountering the perils of the way, so does Jesus
with His people. “When He puts forth his own sheep, He goes before them.” The way to heaven is
consecrated by the Savior's footprints. The path may be steep and rugged, but Jesus has traveled that
way; His feet have pressed down the cruel thorns, to make the pathway easier for us. Every burden that
we are called to bear, He Himself has borne.” The Desire of Ages, page 480.
Away from the fold,
Sad and oppressed,
Out in the cold,
Longing for rest,
0, soul, why wander in darkness and sin,
When thy Savior is tenderly calling, “Come in”?
Away from the fold;
Danger is nigh,
Out in the cold,
Why wilt thou die?
Return, 0 soul, and stray no more;
Thy Father's house has bounteous store.
How toilsome the way
To thy tired feet;
How long seems the day,
And rest how sweet!
Return, 0 soul , unto thy rest,
Come back to the fold, and thou shall be blest.
May Wakeham.
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