DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

6: CONVERSION
1. REPENTANCE
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38.
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD.
Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away
from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new
spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith
the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.” Ezekiel 18:30‐32.
“When the heart yields to the influence of the Spirit of God, the conscience will be quickened, and the
sinner will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's holy law, the foundation of His
government in heaven and on earth. The “Light which lights every man that comes into the world,”
illumines the secret chambers of the soul, and the hidden things of darkness are made manifest.
Conviction takes hold upon the mind and heart. The sinner has a sense of the righteousness of Jehovah,
and feels the terror of appearing, in his own guilt and uncleanness, before the Searcher of hearts. He
sees the love of God, the beauty of holiness, the joy of purity; he longs to be cleansed, and to be
restored to communion with Heaven.
“The prayer of David after his fall, illustrates the nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was
sincere and deep. There was no effort to palliate his guilt; no desire to escape the judgment threatened,
inspired his prayer. David saw the enormity of his transgression; he saw the defilement of his soul; he
loathed his sin. It was not for pardon only that he prayed, but for purity of heart.” Steps to Christ, page
27, 28.
“In labor for the erring, let every eye be directed to Christ. Let the shepherds have a tender care for the
flock of the Lord's pasture. Let them speak to the erring of the forgiving mercy of the Savior. Let them
encourage the sinner to repent, and believe in Him who can pardon. Let them declare, on the authority
of God's word, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9.
“All who repent have the assurance, “He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities;
and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” Micah 7:19.
“Let the repentance of the sinner be accepted by the church with grateful hearts. Let the repenting one
be led out from the darkness of unbelief, into the light of faith and righteousness. Let his trembling hand
be placed in the loving hand of Jesus. Such a remission is ratified in heaven.” The Desire of Ages, page
806.

2. CONFESSION OF SIN TO GOD
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy.” Proverbs 28:13.

“If thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that God bath raised
Him from the dead, thou shall be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9, 10.
“The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not
require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not
make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God
of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that confesses and forsakes his sin shall have mercy....
“Those who have not humbled their souls before God in acknowledging their guilt, have not yet fulfilled
the first condition of acceptance. If we have not experienced that repentance which is not to be
repented of, and have not with true humiliation of soul and brokenness of spirit confessed our sins,
abhorring our iniquity, we have never truly sought for the forgiveness of sin; and if we have never
sought, we have never found the peace of God. The only reason why we do not have remission of sins
that are past is that we are not willing to humble our hearts and comply with the conditions of the word
of truth. Explicit instruction is given concerning this matter.
“Confession of sin, whether public or private, should be heartfelt, and freely expressed. It is not to be
urged from the sinner. It is not to be made in a flippant and careless way, or forced from those who
have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of sin. The confession that is the outpouring of the
inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, “The Lord is nigh unto them that
are of a broken heart; and saves such as be of a contrite spirit.” Psalm 34:18 Steps to Christ, pages 42,
43.
Forgiveness for Christ's Sake: A busy judge was about to rebuff a poorly clad and trembling soldier who
had entered his office, when he caught the handwriting of his own son in the letter he extended. It read
like this:
“Dear Father: The bearer of this is a soldier friend, discharged from the hospital, going home to die.
Assist him in any way you can for Charlie's sake.”
All the tender feelings of the father's heart gushed out. He let him sleep in Charlie's bed and clothed and
supplied him with every comfort, for the sake of his own dear boy.
What will not God, the loving Father, do for His dear Son when He presents His pierced hands, and
pierced feet, and pierced side, and precious blood, and says, 'Father, they confess their sins; for My sake
forgive them”? Five Thousand Best Modern Illustrations.

3. CONFESSION OF FAULTS TO MAN
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16.
“If there have been difficulties. . . . if envy, malice, bitterness, evil surmisings, have existed, confess
these sins, not in a general way, but go to your brethren and sisters personally. Be definite. If you have
committed one wrong and they twenty, confess that one as though you were the chief offender. Take
them by the hand, let your heart soften under the influence of the Spirit of God, and say, “Will you
forgive me? I have not felt right toward you. I want to make right every wrong, that naught may stand
registered against me in the books of heaven. I must have a clean record.” Who, think you, would
withstand such a movement as this?” MRS. E. WHITE, in Review and Herald, Dec. 16, 1884.
“Confess your sins to God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one another. If you have given
offense to your friend or neighbor, you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his duty freely to
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forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God, because the brother you have wounded is the
property of God, and in injuring him you sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. The case is brought
before the only true Mediator, our great High Priest, who “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin,” and who is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and is able to cleanse from every
stain of iniquity.” Steps to Christ, page 42.
“The Scripture bids us, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that you may be
healed.” James 5:16. To the one asking for prayer, let thoughts like these be presented: “We cannot
read the heart, or know the secrets of your life. These are known only to yourself and to God. If you
repent of your sins, it is your duty to make confession of them.” Sin of a private character is to be
confessed to Christ, the only mediator between God and man. For “If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” I John 2:1.
“Every sin is an offense against God, and is to be confessed to Him through Christ. Every open sin should
be made right with the one who has been offended. If any who are seeking health have been guilty of
evil speaking, if they have sowed discord in the home, the neighborhood, or the church, and have stirred
up alienation and dissension, if by any wrong practice they have led others into sin, these things should
be confessed before God and before those who have been offended. “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Ministry of Healing,
page 228.
I have no cares, 0 blessed Will, For all my cares are Your; I live in triumph, Lord, for Thou Has made Thy
triumphs mine. Frederick W. Faber

4. RESTITUTION THE PROOF OF REPENTANCE
“Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was
the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who He was; and could not
for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree
to see Him: for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him,
and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house. And he
made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured,
saying, That He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto
the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to
this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.” Luke 19:1‐10.
“No repentance is genuine that does not work reformation. The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to
cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a principle of life that transforms the character and controls
the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling
of the principles of heaven.
“The Christian in his business life is to represent to the world the manner in which our Lord would
conduct business enterprises. In every transaction he is to make it manifest that God is his teacher.
“Holiness unto the, Lord,” is to be written upon daybooks and ledgers, on deeds, receipts, and bills of
exchange. Those who profess to be followers of Christ, and who deal in an unrighteous manner, are
bearing false witness against the character of a holy, just, and merciful God. Every converted soul will,
like Zacchaeus, signalize the entrance of Christ into his heart by an abandonment of the unrighteous
practices that have marked his life. Like the chief publican, he will give proof of his sincerity by making
restitution. The Lord says, “If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the
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statutes of life, without committing iniquity; ... none of his sins that he hath committed shall be
mentioned unto him. . . . He shall surely live.” Ezekiel 33:15, 16.
“If we have injured others through any unjust business transaction, if we have overreached in trade, or
defrauded any man, even though it be within the pale of the law, we should confess our wrong, and
make restitution as far as lies in our power. It is right for us to restore not only that which we have
taken, but all that it would have accumulated if put to a right and wise use during the time it has been in
our possession.” The Desire of Ages, pages 555, 556.

5. ACCEPTING FORGIVENESS
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” I John 1:9.
“You have confessed your sins, and in heart put them away. You have resolved to give yourself to God.
Now go to Him, and ask that He will wash away your sins, and give you a new heart. Then believe that
He does this because He has promised. This is the lesson which Jesus taught while He was on earth, that
the gift which God promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus healed the people of
their diseases when they had faith in His power; He helped them in the things which they could see, thus
inspiring them with confidence in Him concerning things which they could not see, leading them to
believe in His power to forgive sins.” Steps to Christ, pages 53, 54.
“The one thing essential for us in order that we may receive and impart the forgiving love of God, is to
know and believe the love that He has to us. I John 4:16. Satan is working by every deception he can
command, in order that we may not discern that love. He will lead us to think that our mistakes and
transgressions have been so grievous that the Lord will not have respect unto our prayers, and will not
bless and save us. In ourselves we can see nothing but weakness, nothing to recommend us to God, and
Satan tells us that it is of no use; we cannot remedy our defects of character. When we try to come to
God, the enemy will whisper, It is of no use for you to pray; did not you do that evil thing? Have you not
sinned against God, and violated your own conscience? But we may tell the enemy that “the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” I John 1:7. When we feel that we have sinned, and cannot
pray, it is then the time to pray. Ashamed we may be, and deeply humbled; but we must pray, and
believe. “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners; of whom I am chief.” I Timothy 1:15. Forgiveness, reconciliation with God, comes to us, not
as a reward for our works, it is not bestowed because of the merit of sinful men, but it is a gift unto us,
having in the spotless righteousness of Christ its foundation for bestowal.
“We should not try to lessen our guilt by excusing sin. We must accept God's estimate of sin, and that is
heavy indeed. Calvary alone can reveal the terrible enormity of sin. If we had to bear our own guilt, it
would crush us. But the Sinless One has taken our place; though undeserving, He has borne our iniquity.
“If we confess our sins,” God “is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” I John 1:9. Glorious truth! Just to His own law, and yet the justifier of all that believe
in Jesus. “Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardons iniquity, and passes by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage? He retains not His anger forever, because He delights in mercy.” Micah 7:18
Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pages 168, 169.

6. GOD'S PARDONING MERCY
“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant
of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again,
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he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.” Micah 7:18‐20.
“Thus says the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches. But let him that glories, glory in this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving‐kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the
earth; for in these things I delight, says the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:23, 24. “He hath showed thee, 0 man,
what is good; and what does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?” “Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardons iniquity, and passes by the
transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retains not His anger forever, because He delights in
mercy.” Micah 6:8; 7:18. “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine
eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” Isaiah 1: 16, 17. Testimonies, Vol. 6, pages 148, 149.
“God “delights in mercy.” “As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.”
Micah 7:18; Ezekiel 33:11. To Him the work of destruction and the denunciation of judgment is a
“strange work.” Isaiah 28:21. But it is in mercy and love that He lifts the veil from the future, and reveals
to men the results of a course of sin.” The Desire of Ages, page 582.
“Know you not that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.” I
Corinthians 3:16, 17. No man can of himself cast out the evil throng that have taken possession of the
heart. Only Christ can cleanse the soul temple. But He will not force an entrance. He comes not into the
heart as to the temple of old; but He says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.” Revelation 3:20. He will come, not for one day merely;
for He says, “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; ... and they shall be My people.” “He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” 2 Corinthians 6:16; Micah 7:19. His
presence will cleanse and sanctify the soul, so that it may be a holy temple unto the Lord, and “an
habitation of God through the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:21, 22. The Desire of Ages, pages 161, 162.
“No one ought to be considered as eminently pious who is rash and overbearing in his judgments. We
are not required to remain ignorant of the deficiencies of our neighbors and friends, but we are required
to throw the mantle of charity over their faults.” B. B. Edwards

7. GOD BLOTS OUT OUR SINS
“Remember these, 0 Jacob and Israel; for thou art My servant: I have formed thee; thou art My servant:
0 Israel, thou shall not be forgotten of Me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and,
as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me. For I have redeemed thee. Sing, 0 you heavens; f or the Lord hath
done it: shout, you lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, you mountains, 0 forest, and every
tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified Himself in Israel.” Isaiah 44: 21‐23.
“It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves that pardon is freely
extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for
every repentant transgressor. Strength and grace have been provided through Christ to be brought by
ministering angels to every believing soul. None are so sinful that they cannot find strength, purity, and
righteousness in Jesus, who died for them. He is waiting to strip them of their garments stained and
polluted with sin, and to put upon them the white robes of righteousness; He bids them live, and not
die.” Steps to Christ, page 57.
“Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repents, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance.” You, Pharisees, said Christ, regard yourselves as the favorites of heaven. You think
yourselves secure in your own righteousness. Know, then, that if you need no repentance, My mission is
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not to you. These poor souls who feel their poverty and sinfulness, are the very ones whom I have come
to rescue. Angels of heaven are interested in these lost ones whom you despise. You complain and sneer
when one of these souls joins himself to Me; but know that angel's rejoice, and the song of triumph
rings through the courts above. . . . Let the repenting sinner contemplate the rejoicing of heaven over
the return of the one that was lost. Let him rest in the love of God, and in no case be disheartened by
the scorn and suspicion of the Pharisees. . . .
“How many of the wandering ones have you, reader, sought for and brought back to the fold? When
you turn from those who seem unpromising and unattractive, do you realize that you are neglecting the
souls for whom Christ is seeking? At the very time when you turn from them, they may be in the
greatest need of your compassion. In every assembly for worship, there are souls longing for rest and
peace. They may appear to be living careless lives, but they are not insensible to the influence of the
Holy Spirit. Many among them might be won for Christ.” Christ's Object Lessons, pages 189‐191.
Look upon Jesus; Sinless is He,
Father impute His life unto me,
My life of scarlet, My sin and woe,
Cover with His life, Whiter than snow.
Deep are the wounds transgression has made
Red are the stains, my souls is afraid,
Oh, to be covered, Jesus with Thee,
Safe from the law that now judgeth me.
Longing the joy of pardon to know,
Jesus holds out a robe white as snow,
Lord I accept it, leaving my own,
Gladly I wear Thy pure life alone.
Reconciled by His death for my sin,
Justified by His life pure and clean,
Sanctified by obeying His Word,
Glorified when returneth my Lord.
Cover with His life, Whiter than snow.
Fullness of His life then shall I know
My life of scarlet, my sin and woe,
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.
Belden.
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