DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

4: THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS OF SIN
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin,
because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no
more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.” John 16:8‐11.
“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:). Hebrews 3:7, 8.
“The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: “When He is come, He will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that
convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought to
repentance, and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine requirements.
“To the repentant sinner, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, the Holy Spirit reveals the Lamb of
God that takes away the sin of the world. “He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you,” Christ
said. “He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.” John 16:14; 14:26. Acts of the Apostles, page 52.
“Men have the power to quench the Spirit of God; the power of choosing is left with them. They are
allowed freedom of action. They may be obedient through the name and grace of our Redeemer, or
they may be disobedient, and realize the consequences.
“Man is responsible for receiving or rejecting sacred and eternal truth. The Spirit of God is continually
convicting, and souls are deciding for or against the truth. How important, then, that every act of life be
such that it need not be repented of, especially among the ambassadors of Christ, who are acting in His
stead!” Gospel Workers, page 174.
“We want all to understand how the soul is destroyed. It is not that God sends out a decree that man
shall not be saved. He does not throw a darkness before the eyes, which cannot be penetrated. But man
at first resists a motion of the Spirit of God, and, having once resisted, it is less difficult to do so the
second time, less the third, and far less the fourth. Then comes the harvest to be reaped from the seed
of unbelief and resistance. Oh, what a harvest of sinful indulgences is preparing for the sickle!
“When secret prayer and reading of the Scriptures are neglected today, tomorrow they can be omitted
with less remonstrance of conscience. There will be a long list of omissions, all for a single grain sown in
the soil of the heart. On the other hand, every ray of light cherished, will yield a harvest of light.
Temptation once resisted will give power to more firmly resist the second time; every new victory
gained over self, will smooth the way for higher and nobler triumphs. Every victory is a seed sown to
eternal life.” Testimonies, Vol. 5, page 120.

2. A REGENERATING POWER
“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of

the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth:
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” John 3:5‐8.
“Like the wind, which is invisible, Yet the effects of which are plainly seen and felt, is the Spirit of God in
its work upon the human heart. That regenerating power, which no human eye can see, begets a new
life in the soul; it creates a new being in the image of God. While the work of the Spirit is silent and
imperceptible, its effects are manifest. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will
bear witness to the fact. While we cannot do anything to change our hearts, or to bring ourselves into
harmony with God; while we must not trust at all to ourselves or our good works, our lives will reveal
whether the grace of God is dwelling within us. A change will be seen in the character, the habits, the
pursuits. The contrast will be clear and decided between what they have been and what they are. The
character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the
habitual words and acts.” Steps to Christ, pages 61, 62.
“Just so long as the church is satisfied with small things will it fail of receiving the great things of God.
Why do we not hunger and thirst after the gift of the Spirit, since this is the means by which we are to
receive power? Talk of it, pray for it, preach concerning it. The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit
to us than parents are to give good gifts to their children.” MRS. E. WHITE, in Review and Herald, May
19, 1904.
“The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation
of the life of Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ. Only those who are thus taught
of God, those who possess the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ‐life is
manifested, are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the church” The Desire of Ages,
page 805.
“All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new endowment of
physical and mental power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives
them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies
to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their faculties, and every perfection
of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of saving souls. Through co‐operation with
Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of
omnipotence.” Desire of Ages, page 827.

3. TEACHES AND GUIDES THE BELIEVER
“The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 14:26.
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” John
16:13.
“Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of righteousness, the
Holy Spirit withdraws the affections from the things of this earth, and fills the soul with a desire for
holiness. “He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13), the Savior declared. If men are willing to be
molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the whole being. The Spirit will take the things of
God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of life will be made so plain that none need err
therein.” Acts of the Apostles, pages 52, 53.
“The Holy Spirit exalts and glorifies the Savior. It is His office to present Christ, the purity of His
righteousness, and the great salvation that we have through Him. Jesus says, “He shall receive of Mine,
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and shall show it unto you.” John 16:14. The Spirit of truth is the only effectual teacher of divine truth.
How must God esteem the human race, since He gave His Son to die for them, and appoints His Spirit to
be man's teacher and continual guide.” Steps to Christ, page 96.
“If we would not have the Scriptures clouded to our understanding, so that the plainest truths shall not
be comprehended, we must have the simplicity and faith of a little child, ready to learn, and beseeching
the aid of the Holy Spirit. A sense of the power and wisdom of God, and of our inability to comprehend
His greatness, should inspire us with humility, and we should open His word, as we would enter His
presence, with holy awe. When we come to the Bible, reason must acknowledge an authority superior
to itself, and heart and intellect must bow to the great I AM.
“There are many things apparently difficult or obscure, which God will make plain and simple to those
who thus seek an understanding of them. But without the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we shall be
continually liable to wrest the Scriptures or to misinterpret them.” Steps to Christ, page 115.
“There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of
the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God.” Testimonies, Vol. 8, page 19.

4. ENDOWS FOR SERVICE
“Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry you in the city of Jerusalem, until you be
endued with Power from on high.” Luke 24:49. “Then He answered and spoke unto me, saying, This is
the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the
Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. “To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit. To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the
same Spirit; to another the working of miracles. To another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these works that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will.” I Corinthians 12:8‐11. “That He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man.” Ephesians 3:16.
“Neither wicked men nor devils can hinder the work of God, or shut out His presence from His people, if
they will, with subdued, contrite hearts, confess and put away their sins, and in faith claim His promises.
Every temptation, every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may be successfully resisted, “not
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6.” The Great Controversy,
page 529.
“The first disciples went forth preaching the word. They revealed Christ in their lives. And the Lord
worked with them, “confirming the word with signs following.” Mark 16:20. These disciples prepared
themselves for their work. Before the day of Pentecost they met together, and put away all differences.
They were of one accord. They believed Christ's promise that the blessing would be given, and they
prayed in faith. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely; they were weighted with the
burden for the salvation of souls. The gospel was to be carried to the uttermost parts of the earth, and
they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was
poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.
“So it may be now. Instead of man's speculations, let the word of God be preached. Let Christians put
away their dissension, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them in faith ask for the
blessing, and it will come. The outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic days was the “former rain” (Joel
2:23), and glorious was the result. But the “latter rain” will be more abundant.” The Desire of Ages, page
827.
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“There are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are idly waiting for some
special season of spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten others will be greatly increased.
“It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts put
forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are to be accompanied by special
tokens of divine favor. Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seed
and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure
upon God's church.” Acts of the Apostles, page 54.

5. GIVEN IN ANSWER TO PRAYER AND DWELLS IN THE CONVERTED HEART
“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? Luke 11:13. When they had Prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spoke the word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:31.
“The word of God was preached by His ministers in the early days “in the demonstration of the Spirit,
and with power.” The hearts of men were stirred by the proclamation of the gospel. Why is it that the
preaching of the truth has now so little power to move the people? Is God less willing to bestow His
blessing upon the laborers in His cause in this age than in the apostles' day?
“The warning which we bear to the world must prove to them a savor of life unto life, or of death unto
death. And will the Lord send forth His, servants to proclaim this fearfully solemn message, and withhold
from them His Holy Spirit? Shall frail, erring men, without special grace and power from God, dare to
stand between the living and the dead, to speak the words of everlasting life? Our Lord is rich in grace,
mighty in power; He will abundantly bestow these gifts upon all who come to Him in faith. He is more
willing to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him than are parents to give good gifts to their children.
The reason why the precious, important truth for this time is not powerful to save, is that we do not
work in faith.
“We should pray as earnestly for the descent of the Holy Spirit as the disciples prayed on the day of
Pentecost. If they needed it at that time, we need it more today. Moral darkness, like a funeral pall,
covers the earth. All manner of false doctrines, heresies, and satanic deceptions, are misleading the
minds of men. Without the Spirit and power of God, it will be in vain that we labor to present the truth.”
Testimonies, Vol. 5, pages 157, 158.
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” I Corinthians
3:16. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
Galatians 2:20.
“From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the bright and holy seraph to
man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a
temple for God. Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer revealed the glory of the
Divine One. But by the incarnation of the Son of God, the purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. God dwells in
humanity, and through saving grace the heart of man becomes again His temple. God designed that the
temple at Jerusalem should be a continual witness to the high destiny open to every soul. But the Jews
had not understood the significance of the building they regarded with so much pride. They did not yield
themselves as holy temples for the divine Spirit. The courts of the temple at Jerusalem, filled with the
tumult of unholy traffic, represented all too truly the temple of the heart, defiled by the presence of
sensual passion and unholy thoughts. In cleansing the temple from the world's buyers and sellers, Jesus
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announced His mission to cleanse the heart from the defilement of sin, from the earthly desires, the
selfish lusts, the evil habits, that corrupt the soul.” The Desire of Ages, page 161.
“The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give good
gifts to their children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God.
Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they
may know how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will baptize His chosen
ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. The presence of the Spirit with God's
workers will give the proclamation of truth a power that not all the honor or glory of the world could
give.
“With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy Spirit abides. The words
spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is ours as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes
the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls in every emergency, amid the hatred of the world,
and the realization of their own failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, when the outlook seems
dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, these are the times when, in answer to
the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort to the heart.” Acts of the Apostles, pages 50, 51.

6. GRIEVE NOT THE SPIRIT
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 1. Be ye therefore followers of
God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” Ephesians 4:29‐32; 5:1, 2.
“I saw that all heaven is interested in our salvation; and shall we be indifferent? Shall we be careless as
though it were a small matter whether we are saved or lost? Shall we slight the sacrifice that has been
made for us? Some have done this. They have trifled with offered mercy, and the frown of God is upon
them.
“God's Spirit will not always be grieved. It will depart if grieved a little longer. After all has been done
that God could do to save men, if they show by their lives that they slight Jesus' offered mercy, death
will be their portion, and it will be dearly purchased. It will be a dreadful death; for they will have to feel
the agony that Christ felt upon the cross to purchase for them the redemption which they have refused.
And they will then realize what they have lost, eternal life and the immortal inheritance.
“The great sacrifice that has been made to save souls, shows us their worth. When the precious soul is
once lost, it is lost forever.” Testimonies, Vol. 1, page 124.
“In seeking to correct or reform others we should be careful of ours words. They will be a savor of life
unto life or of death unto death. In giving reproof or counsel, many indulge in sharp, severe speech,
words not adapted to heal the wounded soul. By these ill‐advised expressions the spirit is chafed, and
often the erring ones are stirred to rebellion. All who would advocate the principles of truth need to
receive the heavenly oil of love. Under all circumstances reproof should be spoken in love. Then our
words will reform, but not exasperate. Christ by His Holy Spirit will supply the force and the power. This
is His work.
“Not one word is to be spoken unadvisedly. No evil speaking, no frivolous talk, no fretful repining or
impure suggestion, will escape the lips of him who is following Christ. The apostle Paul, writing by the
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Holy Spirit, says, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.” Ephesians 4:29. A corrupt
communication does not mean only words that are vile. It means any expression contrary to holy
principles and pure and undefiled religion. It includes impure hints and covert insinuations of evil. Unless
instantly resisted, these lead to great sin.
“Upon every family, upon every individual Christian is laid the duty of barring the way against corrupt
speech. When in the company of those who indulge in foolish talk, it is our duty to change the object of
conversation if possible. By the help of the grace of God we should quietly drop words or introduce a
subject that will turn the conversation into a profitable channel.” Christ's Object Lessons, page 337.

7. SIN AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT
“But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else how
can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and
then he will spoil his house. 30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me
scattereth abroad. 31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 33 Either
make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree
is known by his fruit. 34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” Matthew 12:28‐34.
“What constitutes the sin against the Holy Ghost? It is willfully attributing to Satan the work of the Holy
Spirit. For example, suppose that one is a witness of the special work of the Spirit of God. He has
convincing evidence that the work is in harmony with the Scriptures, and the Spirit witnesses with his
spirit that it is of God. Afterward, however, he falls under temptation; pride, self‐sufficiency, or some
other evil trait, controls him; and rejecting all the evidence of its divine character, he declares that that
which he had before acknowledged to be the power of the Holy Spirit was the power of Satan.
“It is through the medium of His Spirit that God works upon the human heart; and when men willfully
reject the Spirit, and declare it to be from Satan, they cut off the channel by which God can
communicate with them.
“By denying the evidence which God has been pleased to give them, they shut out the light which had
been shining in their hearts, and as the result they are left in darkness. Thus the words of Christ are
verified. “If the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” For a time, persons who
have committed this sin may appear to be children of God; but when circumstances arise to develop
character, and show what manner of spirit they are of, it will be found that they are on the enemy's
ground, standing under his black banner.... You need not be among those who will come under the
wrath of God. It is now the day of His salvation. The light from the cross of Calvary is now shining forth in
clear, bright rays, revealing Jesus, our sacrifice for sin.... The great heart of infinite Love is drawn toward
the sinner with boundless compassion. “We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins.” Yes, only believe that God is your helper. He wants to restore His moral image in man. As you
draw nigh to Him with confession and repentance, He will draw nigh to you with mercy and forgiveness.
We owe the Lord everything. He is the author of our salvation. As you work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling, “it is God which works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”
Testimonies, Vol. 5, pages 634, 635.
“Direct and plan my every step today, Over every power of mine do Thou hold sway.
The future hours are all unknown to me. But this I know: Thou wilt abide with me.”
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