DAY BY DAY
Bible Texts and Topics, With Comments,
For Personal Study and Use at Family Worship.

1: THE HOLY BIBLE
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. The entrance of Thy words gives
light; it gives understanding unto the simple. Psalm 119:105, 130.
“The Bible is of the highest value because it is the word of the living God. Of all the books in the world, it
is the most deserving of study and attention; for it is eternal wisdom. The Bible is a history that tells us
of the creation of the world, and opens to us past centuries. Without it we should have been left to
conjecture and fable in regard to the occurrences of the remote past. It reveals to us the Creator of the
heavens and the earth, with the universe that He has brought into being; and it sheds a glorious light
over the world to come.
“The Bible is a field where are concealed heavenly treasures and they will remain hidden until, by
diligent mining, they are discovered and brought to light. The Bible is a casket containing jewels of
inestimable value, which should be so presented as to be seen in their intrinsic luster. But the beauty
and excellence of these diamonds of truth are not discerned by the natural eye. The lovely things of the
material world are not seen until the sun, dispelling the darkness, floods them with its light. And so with
the treasures of God's word; they are not appreciated until they are revealed by the Sun of
Righteousness.” Counsels to Teachers, page 421.
“What book can compare with the Bible? An understanding of its teachings is essential for every child
and youth, and for those of mature age; for it is the word of God, given to guide the human family to
heaven. In the world today there are gods many and doctrines many. Without an understanding of the
Scriptures it is impossible for the youth to understand what is truth, or to discern between the sacred
and the common.
“The word of God should stand as the highest educating book in our world, and should be treated with
reverential awe. It should be placed in the hands of the children and youth as the great lesson book, that
they may know Him whom to know aright is life eternal....
“What more important knowledge can be gained than that which outlines the fall of man, and the
consequences of that sin which opened the floodgates of woe upon the world, which tells of Christ's
first advent? The incarnation of Christ, His divinity, His atonement, His wonderful life in heaven as our
advocate, the office of the Holy Spirit,‐all these vital themes of Christianity are revealed from Genesis to
Revelation. Each is a golden link in the perfect chain of truth. Why, then, should not the Scriptures be
exalted in every school in our land?” Counsels to Teachers, page 427.

2: THE BIBLE INSPIRED OF GOD
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16. “The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21. “Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing
spiritual things with spiritual.” I Corinthians 2:13.
“Every chapter and every verse of the Bible is a communication from God to men. We should bind its
precepts as signs upon our hands, and as frontlets between our eyes. If studied and obeyed, it would

lead God's people, as the Israelites were led, by the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night.”
Patriarchs and Prophets, page 504.
“The union of the divine and the human, manifest in Christ, exists also in the Bible. The truths revealed
are all “given by inspiration of God;‐ yet they are expressed in the words of men, and are adapted to
human needs. Thus it may be said of the Book of God, as it was of Christ, that “the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us.” And this fact, so far from being an argument against the Bible, should
strengthen faith in it as the word of God. Those who pronounce upon the inspiration of the Scriptures,
accepting some portions as divine, while they reject other parts as human, overlook the fact that Christ,
the divine, partook of our human nature, that lie might reach humanity. In the work of God for man's
redemption, divinity and humanity are combined.” Testimonies, Vol. 5, pp 747,748.
“In His word, God has committed to men the knowledge necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are
to be accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of His will. They are the standard of character,
the revealer of doctrines, and the text of experience. “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of God
may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16, 17, RV.
“Yet the fact that God has revealed His will to men through His word, has not rendered needless the
continued presence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, the Spirit was promised by our
Savior to open the word to His servants, to illuminate and apply its teachings. And since it was the Spirit
of God that inspired the Bible, it is impossible that the teaching of the Spirit should ever be contrary to
that of the word.
“The Spirit was not given‐nor can it ever be bestowed to supersede the Bible; for the Scriptures explicitly
state that the word of God is the standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested. Says the
apostle John, “Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world.” I John 4:1. And Isaiah declares, “To the law and to the testimony:
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20‐The Great
Controversy, Introduction, page vii.

3. THE BIBLE TRANSFORMS CHARACTER
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these you might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 2 Peter
1:4. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and
abides forever.” I Peter 1:23. “It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63.
“The Savior overcame to show man how he may overcome. All the temptations of Satan, Christ met with
the word of God. By trusting in God's promises, He received power to obey God's commandments, and
the tempter could gain no advantage. To every temptation His answer was, “It is written.” So God has
given us His word, wherewith to resist evil. Exceeding great and precious promises are ours, that by
these we “might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.” 2 Peter 1:4.
“Bid the tempted one look not to circumstances, to the weakness of self, or to the power of temptation,
but to the power of God's word. All its strength is ours. “Thy word,” says the psalmist, “have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” “By the word of Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of
the destroyer.” Psalm 119: 11; 17:4 Ministry of Healing, Page 181.
“God will make the most precious revelations to His hungering, thirsting people. They will find that
Christ is a personal Savior. As they feed upon His word, they find that it is spirit and life. The word
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destroys the natural earthly nature, and imparts a new life in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes to the
soul as a comforter. By the transforming agency of His grace, the image of God is reproduced in the
disciple; he becomes a new creature. Love takes the place of hatred, and the heart receives the divine
similitude. This is what it means to live “by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” This is
eating the bread that comes down from heaven.” The Desire of Ages, page 391.
“He who by faith receives the word, is receiving the very life and character of God.” Christ's Object
Lessons, page 38.
“The transforming power of the word of God is seen significantly in individual experience. It has been in
every age the hope of the oppressed. What would life be worth, with all its stern realities, wearing
perplexities, and sore disappointments, without the hope of a future life, without the staff of support
and solace and comfort to be found in the Lord Jesus Christ?
“It takes man in his natural condition, selfish and self‐centered, the prey of lust and passion, swayed by
caprice, by avarice, by anger, and transforms him into a being of noble purposes and generous impulses.
It converts the drunken sot into one who loves his enemy. It elevates, purifies, and ennobles all who
accept its holy principles, and who shape their lives in harmony with its precepts.” What the Bible
Teaches, page 15.

4. THE WORD HID IN THE HEART
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to Thy word. With
my whole heart have I sought Thee. 0 let me not wander from Thy commandments. Thy word have I hid
in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee. Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord: teach me Thy statutes. With
my lips have I declared all the judgments of Thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of Thy testimonies, as
much as in all riches. I will meditate in Thy precepts, and have respect unto Thy ways. I will delight
myself in Thy statutes. I will not forget Thy word.” Psalm 119:9‐16.
“It is the office of heavenly angels to prepare the heart so to comprehend God's word that we shall be
charmed with its beauty, admonished by its warnings, or animated and strengthened by its promises.
We should make the psalmist's petition our own, “Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law.” Psalm 119:18. Temptations often appear irresistible because, through neglect of
prayer and the study of the Bible, the tempted one cannot readily remember God's promises and meet
Satan with the Scripture weapons. But angels are round about those who are willing to be taught in
divine things; and in the time of great necessity, they will bring to their remembrance the very truths
which are needed. Thus “when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19.
“Jesus promised His disciples, The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.” John 14:26. But the teachings of Christ must previously have been stored in the mind, in
order for the Spirit of God to bring them to our remembrance in the time of peril. “Thy word have I hid
in mine heart,” said David, “that I might not sin against Thee.” Psalm 119:11. The Great Controversy,
page 600.
“It is of immense importance, in the light of the lessons of Christ, that every human being should study
the Scriptures, that he may be convinced in whom his hopes of eternal life are centered. The Bible
should ever have been made the great, grand book of study, which has come down to us from heaven,
and is the word of life. Should that book which tells us what we must do in order to be saved, be set
aside in a corner, and human productions be exalted as the great wisdom in education? The very
knowledge children and youth need to obtain for usefulness in this life, and that they may carry with
them in the future life, is found in the word of God. But this is not encouraged and presented before
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them as the most essential knowledge, and as that which will give the most correct information of the
true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. There are gods many and doctrines many. There are
maxims and commandments placed before our youth as the commandments of God. It is impossible for
them to understand what is truth, what is the sacred, and what is the common, only as they understand
the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments.” Fundamentals of Christian Education, page 384.

5. TEACHING THE BIBLE TO THE CHILDREN
“Hear therefore, 0 Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that you may increase
mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that flows with milk and honey.
Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all your heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
your heart, and thou shall teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou
sittest in your house, and when thou walks by the way, and when thou lies down, and when thou rises
up. And thou shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. And thou shall write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” Deuteronomy 6:3‐9.
“Here the duties of parents are clearly set forth. The word of God is to be their daily monitor. It gives
such instruction that parents need not err in regard to the education of their children; but it admits of
no indifference or negligence. The law of God is to be kept before the minds of the children as the great
moral standard. When they rise up, and when they sit down, when they go out, and when they come in,
this law is to be taught them as the great rule of life, and its principles are to be interwoven with all their
experience. They are to be taught to be honest, truthful, temperate, economical, and industrious, and to
love God with the whole heart. This is bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This
is setting their feet in the path of duty and safety.
“Youth are ignorant and inexperienced, and the love of the Bible and its sacred truths will not come
naturally. Unless great pains is taken to build up around them barriers to shield them from Satan's
devices, they are subject to his temptations, and are led captive by him at his will. In their early years,
children are to be taught the claims of God's law, and faith in Jesus our Redeemer to cleanse from the
stains of sin. This faith must be taught day by day, by precept and example.” Testimonies, Vol. 5, page
329.
A Father's Example: A man in Buffalo left home one morning after a heavy snowfall to go to work. His
feet sank into the snow on the sidewalk, making great big tracks. He had just reached the corner, where
he was about to turn into the saloon for what he called a “bracer,” when he heard his five‐year‐old boy
calling to him, “I'm coming after you, daddy; I've got my feet in your tracks.” And, sure enough, he was
coming along, putting his little feet in his father's big tracks. The man didn't stop in at the corner saloon
that morning. He didn't want his boy to follow his tracks there. It made him think as never before, that
whatever tracks he made his youngster was sure to follow in them. H. E. LUCCOCK, in Five Minute Shop
Talks.

6. The Rules of Bible Study: 1.
In order to study the Bible and arrive at an accurate interpretation, we must abide by the following
principles:
1. We must believe that the whole Bible is the inspired word of God, and be willing to abide by its
teachings, even if they go contrary to our own personal ideas and practices. “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 2
Timothy 3:16, 17.
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“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”
Matthew 4:4.
2. We must be humble and teachable. However great our knowledge and educational achievements, we
must come humbly to the word of God, not seeking to study it from a secular standpoint as a scientific
or philosophical work, depending upon human intellect. Trusting in intellectual pride and human opinion
will prevent us from being able to understand the deep spiritual truths of the Bible. God requires us to
come humbly, with a teachable attitude, sincerely and prayerfully seeking to understand His word. Jesus
said, “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” Matthew 11:25
3. We must compare scripture with scripture, letting the Bible explain itself. It is not uncommon to find
individuals and groups of people who build a whole theology upon one single statement of the Bible.
This can be very dangerous and misleading, depending upon the method of interpretation employed in
their Biblical research. The only correct and safe way of securing an understanding of a particular truth is
to study everything that the Bible has to say about that specific topic. “Whom shall He teach
knowledge? And whom shall He make to understand doctrine?… For precept must be upon precept,
precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line, here a little, and there a little.” Isaiah 28:9, 10. We
must study broadly, permitting the Bible to define its own terms. This will preserve us from the practice
of some, in taking an isolated passage and twisting it to fit or “prove” their own ideas. We should always
approach the Bible with an open and honest attitude, willing to lay aside any established beliefs and
practices, whenever we find them to be without scriptural foundation.

7. The Rules of Bible Study: 2.
4. We should ask the Holy Spirit to guide us as we study the Bible. Though written by men, the Bible has
been supernaturally inspired. We therefore need the Holy Spirit, the author of all scripture, to guide and
instruct us as we study. Prayer for divine instruction and enlightenment should always precede a study
of God’s word.
Without heaven’s assistance to render our minds spiritually receptive, it is not possible to properly
interpret and appreciate the truths of the Bible, which are often “hidden beneath the surface” and
readily missed by the casual, superficial approach. “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:10‐14.
5. We must truly want to know the truth before we can know the truth. Our motives for studying the
Bible must always be honorable and acceptable to God if we would receive instruction and guidance
from the Holy Spirit. If it is our determined purpose to research the Bible in order to find an argument
against the truth, God will leave us to our own devices. For example, some people use a few scriptural
verses to supposedly prove that God’s law was abolished when Jesus Christ died upon the cross. A
proper method of research will clearly demonstrate that such is not the case, and the verses used to
substantiate this idea are found to be unsupportive when placed in their proper context.
Only those who are willing to love and accept the truth when it is made plain, and do not seek to
construct arguments against it, will be preserved from the dangers of self‐deception. God will not force
us to believe anything against our will. However, His word clearly describes what will happen to those
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who still choose to believe, contrary to what He has plainly said: “Because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:10, 11.
6. Bible study must become a priority in life. Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven to “A merchant man,
seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought it.” Matthew 13:45, 46. We must earnestly search for truth, recognizing that it is worth
more than anything else in life. This quest must be made priority, especially when other things seek to
crowd out the time that should be allocated to Bible study. God’s promise to us is that, “And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13. Our desire, our
relish and our love for the Bible will strengthen and deepen as we discipline ourselves to study it every
day.
7. We must live up to all the light we have, before God will teach us more. As truth is opened to our
understanding, we should determine by God’s grace to walk in its light. God has set before us an upward
pathway and it is His will that we should walk in His footsteps. As our Savior therefore leads us further
along the pathway of advanced truth, we must determine to follow if we would keep in step with Him
and be His disciple. Also, living according to the truth that we already have, qualifies us to receive more
light and truth from God. “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:31, 32.
The Bible Stands
The Bible stands like a rock undaunted
’Mid the raging storms of time;
Its pages burn with the truth eternal,
And they glow with a light sublime.
The Bible stands every test we give it,
For its Author is divine;
By grace alone I expect to live it,
And to prove and make it mine.
The Bible stands like a mountain towering
Far above the works of men;
Its truth by none ever was refuted,
And destroy it they never can.
The Bible stands and it will forever,
When the world has passed away;
By inspiration it has been given,
All its precepts I will obey.
The Bible stands though the hills may tumble,
It will firmly stand when the earth shall crumble;
I will plant my feet on its firm foundation,
For the Bible stands.
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