SPECULATION
Thoughts on the critics who teach we are not to speculate on prophetic truth.

SPECULATE
SPECULATE: to view, to contemplate, to see. To meditate; to contemplate; to
consider a subject by turning it in the mind and viewing it in its different aspects and
relations; as, to speculate on political events; to speculate on the probable results of a
discovery.
SPECULATE: To consider attentively; as, to speculate the nature of a thing.
IMAGINATION: The power or faculty of the mind by which it conceives and
forms ideas of things communicated to it by organs of the sense.
THE SHAKING IS NOT THE PRESENT TRUTH TO CARRY TO THE
CHURCHES
“We should not needlessly take a course that will make differences or cause
dissension. We should not give the impression that if our particular ideas are not
followed, it is because the ministers are lacking in comprehension. There are in the
lessons of Christ subjects in abundance that you can speak upon; and mysteries which
neither you nor your hearers can understand or explain might better be left alone. Give
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself room to teach; let Him by the influence of His Spirit open
to the understanding the wonderful plan of salvation. There is a time of trouble coming to
the people of God, but we are not to keep that constantly before the people, and rein them
up to have a time of trouble beforehand. There is to be a shaking among God’s people;
but this is not the present truth to carry to the churches; it will be the result of refusing the
truth presented.
“The ministers should not feel that they have some wonderful advanced ideas, and
unless all receive these, they will be shaken out, and a people will arise to go forward and
upward to the victory. Satan's object is accomplished just as surely when men run ahead
of Christ and do the work He has never entrusted to their hands, as when they remain in
the Laodicean state, lukewarm, feeling rich and increased with goods, and in need of
nothing. The two classes are equally stumbling-blocks.
“Some zealous ones who are aiming and straining every energy for originality
have made a grave mistake in trying to get something startling, wonderful, entrancing,
before the people, something that they think others do not comprehend; but often they do
not themselves know what they are talking about. They speculate upon God's word,
advancing ideas that are not a whit of help to themselves or to the churches. For the time
being they may excite the imagination; but there is a reaction, and these very ideas
become a hindrance. Faith is confounded with fancy, and their views may bias the mind
in the wrong direction. Let the plain, simple statements of the word of God be food for
the mind; this speculating upon ideas that are not clearly presented there is dangerous
business.” Manuscript Release, volume 3, 33–34.

LET NONE SPECULATE?
“A great work must be done all through the world, and let no one conclude that,
because the end is near, there is no need of special effort to build up the various
institutions as the cause shall demand. You are not to know the day or the hour of the
Lord’s appearing, for this has not been revealed, and let none speculate on that which has
not been given him to understand. Let everyone work upon that which has been placed in
his hands, doing the daily duties that God requires.” Testimonies, volume 6, 440.
“We are not doing the will of God when we speculate upon things that He has
seen fit to withhold from us. The question for us to study is: ‘What is truth, the truth for
this time, which is to be cherished, loved, honored, and obeyed?’ The devotees of science
have been defeated and disheartened in their efforts to find out God. What they need to
inquire at this time is: ‘What is the truth that will enable us to win the salvation of our
souls?’” Testimonies, volume 8, 317.
“I have been instructed by the heavenly messenger that some of the reasoning in
the book, ‘Living Temple,’ is unsound and that this reasoning would lead astray the
minds of those who are not thoroughly established on the foundation principles of present
truth. It introduces that which is naught but speculation in regard to the personality of
God and where His presence is. No one on this earth has a right to speculate on this
question. The more fanciful theories are discussed, the less men will know of God and of
the truth that sanctifies the soul.” Selected Messages, book 1, 201.
IT MAY BE INNOCENT TO SPECULATE
“God has permitted a flood of light to be poured upon the world, in both science
and art; but when professedly scientific men treat upon these subjects from a merely
human point of view, they will assuredly come to wrong conclusions. It may be innocent
to speculate beyond what God’s word has revealed, if our theories do not contradict facts
found in the Scriptures; but those who leave the word of God, and seek to account for his
created works upon scientific principles, are drifting, without chart or compass, upon an
unknown ocean. The greatest minds, if not guided by the word of God in their research,
become bewildered in their attempts to trace the relations of science and revelation.
Because the Creator and his works are so far beyond their comprehension that they are
unable to explain them by natural laws, they regard Bible history as unreliable. Those
who doubt the reliability of the records of the Old and New Testaments, will be led to go
a step farther, and doubt the existence of God; and then, having lost their anchor, they are
left to beat about upon the rocks of infidelity.” Counsels to Writers and Editors, 193.
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YOU MAY SPECULATE WITH PROFIT
“I was referred to this scripture: ‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these things.’ Here, dear sister, you may meditate and
speculate with profit.” Testimonies, volume 2, 437
A SANCTIFIED IMAGINATION
“After man has done all in his power to insure health, by the denying of appetite
and gross passions, that he may possess a healthy mind, and a sanctified imagination, that
he may render to God an offering in righteousness, then he is saved alone by a miracle of
God’s mercy, as was the ark upon the stormy billows. Noah had done all that God
required of him in making the ark secure, then God performed that which man could not
do, and preserved the ark by His miraculous power.” Counsels on Diets and Foods, 50.
A BOUNDLESS FIELD IS OPEN FOR THE IMAGINATION
“With humble views of self, the teacher of truth will not manifest arrogance,
although he may have superior knowledge of the Scriptures and of science. Unless the
intellect of man is connected with God, and sanctified by the grace of Christ, he will
work but foolishness. The teacher should open the Bible to the students, and draw their
attention to it, that they may search its pages for hidden treasure, and discover jewels of
truth. If the Bible were studied as it should be, men would become strong-minded and
intellectual. The subjects treated upon in the word of God, the dignified simplicity of its
utterances, the grand and noble themes which it presents to the mind, are calculated to
develop faculties in man which cannot be otherwise developed. In the themes of the
Bible, a boundless field is open for the imagination.” Review and Herald, May 13, 1890.
“If we would bear in mind the momentous events which are soon to take place,
we would not be so weak in character. We would feel that we were living in the presence
of God, and awed and amazed we should heed the injunction, ‘Be still, and know that I
am God.’ Oh, when shall we ever realize the full value of our Saviour’s work and
intercession? When shall we rely upon Him with full confidence, and live a noble, pure,
and devoted life? To what heights may the imagination reach when sanctified and
inspired by the virtue of Christ! We may take in the glories of the future, eternal world.
We may live as seeing Him who is invisible. Walk by faith and not by sight.” Reflecting
Christ, 318.
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