PROPHETIC ISSUES CONNECTED TO THE SUNDAY LAW
A series of quotations, identifying several components of the correct prophetic
understanding of the Sunday law.

PROPHETIC ISSUES CONNECTED TO THE SUNDAY LAW
“The events of the future will be discerned by prophecy, and will be understood.”
Review and Herald, April 4, 1893.
“The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for
the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of
these important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches to catch away
every impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of trouble will
find them unready.” The Great Controversy, 594.
“A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in
our land. The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law,
and thus God’s people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative
councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious
privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against
those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents and purposes,
be made void in our land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin.” The
Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 7, 977.
“If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday
observance, and yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath
which God calls ‘my holy day,’ you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take
place?—When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday
and worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday
to be other than a common working-day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast,
and refuse the seal of God. If we receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the
judgments pronounced against the disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the
living God is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord.”
Review and Herald, April 27, 1911.
“The sign, or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the seventh-day
Sabbath, the Lord’s memorial of creation. . . . The mark of the beast is the opposite of
this,—the observance of the first day of the week. This mark distinguishes those who
acknowledge the supremacy of the papal authority from those who acknowledge the
authority of God.” Review and Herald, April 27, 1911.
“With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon
God’s law to obey a human enactment receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign
of allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey instead of God. The warning from
heaven is: ‘If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his

forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation.’ Revelation 14:9–10.” The
Great Controversy, 604–605.
“As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the Papacy in forcing
the conscience and compelling men to honor the false sabbath, the people of every
country on the globe will be led to follow her example.” Testimonies, volume 6, 18.
“Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she leads
out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world.” Testimonies,
volume 6, 395.
“The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the point of truth especially
controverted. When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of
distinction will be drawn between those who serve God and those who serve him not.
While the observance of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the state,
contrary to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of an allegiance to a power that
is in opposition to God, the keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God’s law, is an
evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one class, by accepting the sign of submission
to earthly powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of
allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God.” The Great Controversy, 605.
“There can be only two classes. Each party is distinctly stamped, either with the
seal of the living God, or with the mark of the beast or his image. Each son and daughter
of Adam chooses either Christ or Barabbas as his general. And all who place themselves
on the side of the disloyal are standing under Satan’s black banner, and are charged with
rejecting and despitefully using Christ. They are charged with deliberately crucifying the
Lord of life and glory.” Review and Herald, January 30, 1900.
“Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads—it is not any seal
or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so
they cannot be moved—just as soon as God’s people are sealed and prepared for the
shaking, it will come.” The Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 4, 1161.
“Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one
spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to
cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the
early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. . . .
“When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will
remain pure and spotless for eternity.” Testimonies, volume 5, 214–216.
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“The work of the Holy Spirit is to convince the world of sin, of righteousness and
of judgment. The world can only be warned by seeing those who believe the truth
sanctified through the truth, acting upon high and holy principles, showing in a high,
elevated sense, the line of demarcation between those who keep the commandments of
God, and those who trample them under their feet. The sanctification of the Spirit
signalizes the difference between those who have the seal of God, and those who keep a
spurious rest-day. When the test comes, it will be clearly shown what the mark of the
beast is. It is the keeping of Sunday. Those who after having heard the truth, continue to
regard this day as holy, bear the signature of the man of sin, who thought to change times
and laws.” Bible Training School, December 1, 1903.
“I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will be, the separating wall between the true
Israel of God and unbelievers; and that the Sabbath is the great question, to unite the
hearts of God’s dear waiting saints. And if one believed, and kept the Sabbath, and
received the blessing attending it, and then gave it up, and broke the holy commandment,
they would shut the gates of the Holy City against themselves, as sure as there was a God
that rules in heaven above. I saw that God had children, who do not see and keep the
Sabbath. They had not rejected the light on it. And at the commencement of the time of
trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath
more fully. This enraged the church, and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the
Sabbath truth. And at this time, God’s chosen, all saw clearly that we had the truth, and
they came out and endured the persecution with us.” A Word to the Little Flock, 18–19.
“Many who have known the truth have corrupted their way before God and have
departed from the faith. The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ
as coming in at the eleventh hour. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is
striving. The time of God’s destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who
have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His
heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed
to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in these last days hear
the truth for the first time.” This Day With God, 163.
“But God will not be left without witness. The one-hour labourers will be brought
in at the eleventh hour, and will consecrate ability and all their entrusted means to
advance the work. These will receive the reward for their faithfulness, because they are
true to principle and shun not their duty to declare the whole counsel of God. When those
who have had abundance of light throw off the restraint which the Word of God imposes,
and make void His law, others will come in to fill their place, and take their crown. . . .
“Great is the work of the Lord. Men are choosing sides. Even those supposed to
be heathen will choose the side of Christ, while those who become offended, as did the
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disciples, will go away and walk no more with Him. And others will come in and occupy
the place they have left vacant. The time is very near when man shall have reached the
prescribed limits. . . The record of their works in the books of heaven is ‘Weighed in the
balances, and found wanting.’” Testimonies to Southern Africa, 50–51.
“The refreshing is coming from the presence of the Lord. Let us set our hearts in
order that the truth of God may live in us; that it may purify us, ready to receive the latter
rain.” Manuscript Releases, volume 8, 228.
“I was shown that if God’s people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the
refreshing to come upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they
depend upon that to cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to
engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will be found wanting. The refreshing or
power of God comes only on those who have prepared themselves for it by doing the
work which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” Counsels on Diet and Foods, 33.
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power
of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of
the former rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its
close. Here are ‘the times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when
he said: ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send
Jesus.’ Acts 3:19–20.” The Great Controversy, 611–612.
“There are thousands upon thousands who bear aloft the standard of the world’s
sabbath, exalting the image of the papacy created by the man of sin. The church worship
the image of the beast, and receive his mark, even as the inhabitants of Babylon
worshipped the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar set up in the Plain of Dura.”
General Conference Daily Bulletin, 178–179.
“The Lord has declared that the history of the past shall be rehearsed as we enter
upon the closing work. Every truth that He has given for these last days is to be
proclaimed to the world. Every pillar that He has established is to be strengthened. We
cannot now step off the foundation that God has established. We cannot now enter into
any new organization; for this would mean apostasy from the truth.” Selected Messages,
book 2, 389–390.
“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the
Adventist people.” The Great Controversy, 393.
“The parable of the ten virgins was given by Christ Himself, and every
specification should be carefully studied. A time will come when the door will be shut.
We are represented either by the wise or the foolish virgins. We cannot now distinguish,
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nor have we authority to say, who are wise and who foolish. There are those who hold the
truth in unrighteousness, and these appear outwardly like the wise.” Manuscript Releases,
volume 16, 270.
“When the third angel’s message is preached as it should be, power attends its
proclamation, and it becomes an abiding influence. It must be attended with divine
power, or it will accomplish nothing. I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins,
five of whom were wise, and five foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to
the very letter, for it has a special application to this time, and, like the third angel’s
message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be present truth till the close of time.”
Review and Herald, August 9, 1890.
“I was shown what did take place in heaven at the close of the prophetic periods
in 1844. As Jesus ended His ministration in the holy place and closed the door of that
apartment, a great darkness settled upon those who had heard and rejected the message of
His coming, and they lost sight of Him.” Early Writings, 251.
“I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was
sent in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who rejected the
testimony of John were not benefited by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the
message that foretold His coming placed them where they could not readily receive the
strongest evidence that He was the Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected the message
of John to go still farther, to reject and crucify Christ. In doing this they placed
themselves where they could not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which
would have taught them the way into the heavenly sanctuary. The rendering of the veil of
the temple showed that the Jewish sacrifices and ordinances would no longer be received.
The great Sacrifice had been offered and had been accepted, and the Holy Spirit which
descended on the day of Pentecost carried the minds of the disciples from the earthly
sanctuary to the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by His own blood, to shed upon His
disciples the benefits of His atonement. But the Jews were left in total darkness. They lost
all the light which they might have had upon the plan of salvation, and still trusted in
their useless sacrifices and offerings. The heavenly sanctuary had taken the place of the
earthly, yet they had no knowledge of the change. Therefore they could not be benefited
by the mediation of Christ in the holy place.

“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying
Christ; and as they read the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and
would not have denied Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who
reads the hearts of all, has brought to the test that love for Jesus which they professed to
feel. All heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the first angel’s
message. But many who professed to love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the
story of the cross, derided the good news of His coming. Instead of receiving the message
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with gladness, they declared it to be a delusion. They hated those who loved His
appearing and shut them out of the churches. Those who rejected the first message could
not be benefited by the second; neither were they benefited by the midnight cry, which
was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into the most holy place of the heavenly
sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messages, they have so darkened their
understanding that they can see no light in the third angel’s message, which shows the
way into the most holy place. I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal
churches had crucified these messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the way
into the most holy, and they cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like
the Jews, who offered their useless sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the
apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, pleased with the deception, assumes a
religious character, and leads the minds of these professed Christians to himself, working
with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten them in his snare.” Early Writings,
259–261.
“Already preparations are advancing, and movements are in progress, which will
result in making an image to the beast. Events will be brought about in the earth’s history
that will fulfill the predictions of prophecy for these last days.
“The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before
probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal
destiny will be decided.
“This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who
proved their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious
sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of
the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday
sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, volume 7, 976.
“When Jesus began His public ministry, He cleansed the temple from its
sacrilegious profanation. Among the last acts of His ministry was the second cleansing of
the temple. So in the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to
the churches. The second angel’s message is, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication’ Revelation
14:8. And in the loud cry of the third angel’s message a voice is heard from heaven
saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath
remembered her iniquities’ Revelation 18:45.” Selected Messages, book 2, 118.
“God’s love for his church is infinite. His care over his heritage is unceasing. He
suffers no affliction to come upon the church but such as is essential for her purification,
her present and eternal good. He will purify his church even as he purified the temple at
the beginning and close of his ministry on earth.” The Kress Collection, 114.
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“‘A new heart will I give you and a new spirit will I put within you.’ I believe
with all my heart that the Spirit of God is being withdrawn from the world, and those who
have had great light and opportunities and have not improved them, will be the first to be
left. They have grieved away the Spirit of God. The present activity of Satan in working
upon hearts, and upon churches and nations should startle every student of prophecy. The
end is near. Let our churches arise. Let the converting power of God be experienced in
the heart of the individual members, and then we shall see the deep moving of the Spirit
of God. Mere forgiveness of sin is not the sole result of the death of Jesus. He made the
infinite sacrifice not only that sin might be removed, but that human nature might be
restored, rebeautified, reconstructed from its ruins, and made fit for the presence of God.”
Selected Messages, book 3, 154.
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he
is God.
Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? And
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness. 2 Thessalonians 2:3–12.
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. Many shall be purified, and made
white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall understand. Daniel 12:3, 4, 10.
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou
hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. Hosea 4:6.
“God has presented to me the dangers that are threatening those who have been
given the sacred work of proclaiming the third angel’s message. They are to remember
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that this message is of the utmost consequence to the whole world. They need to search
the Scriptures diligently, that they may learn how to guard against the mystery of
iniquity, which plays so large a part in the closing scenes of this earth’s history.” The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 980.
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