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"Boston, March 5, 1838.
"MY DEAR BROTHER: - I am a stranger to you, but I trust that, through the free
sovereign grace of God, I am not altogether a stranger to Jesus Christ, whom you
serve. I am the pastor of an Orthodox Congregational church in this city. A few
weeks since your lectures on the Second Coming of Christ were put into my hands. I
sat down to read the work, knowing nothing of the views which it contained. I have
studied it with an overwhelming interest, such as I never felt in any other book
except the Bible. I have compared it with Scripture and history, and I find nothing
on which to rest a single doubt respecting the correctness of your views. Though a
miserable, guilty sinner, I trust that, through the Lord's abounding grace, I shall be
among those that `love his appearing.' I preached to my people two discourses
yesterday on the coming of our Lord, and I believe a deep and permanent interest
will be awakened thereby in God's testimonies. My object in writing you, my dear
sir, is twofold.
"1st. Will you have the kindness to inform me, by letter, in what history you find the
fact stated that the last of the ten kings was baptized A. D. 508, and also that the
decree of Justinian, giving the Bishop of Rome power to suppress the reading of the
Scriptures, was issued in 538? All the other data which you have given I have found
correct, and I know of no reason to doubt your correctness in these. But, as I have
not yet been able to find a statement of those facts, you will do me a great favor by
just informing me where I may find them; and I shall then feel prepared to defend
the truth, and to point others to the right source of information.
"There is a meeting of our Ministerial Association to-morrow, and, as I am appointed
to read an essay, I design to bring up this whole subject for discussion, and trust
that I may thereby do something to spread the truth.
"2d. My second object in writing was to ask if you would put me in the way to obtain
a dozen copies of your lectures. I know of none to be obtained here. I know of
several individuals who are very desirous to obtain the work, and if you can tell me
of any place where it can be obtained in this city, or in New York, you will greatly
oblige me. If you can give me any information of importance on the subject, not
contained in your book, I should greatly rejoice, because, as I stand a watchman on
the walls, I wish to `give the trumpet a certain sound,' and to make that sound as
full, and explicit, and convincing as possible.
"Yours in the faith of Jesus Christ, "CHARLES FITCH."

