
Timeline of the Philadelphian and Laodicean churches 

 

(Millerite history and Midnight Cry) 
 
Philadelphia: 
1798 – Book of Daniel unsealed, time of first angel, Miller purchases his concordance (1) 
1816 – William Miller converted (2) 
1816-1818 – Miller studies Bible from Genesis to Revelation using only his Bible and Cruden’s 
Concordance (3) 
1818/19 – Miller arrives at “commencement of chain of truth” (4) 
1831 – First public presentation of Miller’s theory to small gathering in New York (5) 
1833 – Miller officially given license to preach by Baptist churches/Falling of stars on Nov. 13 (6) 
1837 – Advent doctrine presented to United States Congress by Joseph Wolff, “missionary to world” (7) 
1838 –First prediction by Josiah Litch concerning fall of Ottoman Empire (8) 
1840 – August 11, Litch’s prediction comes true, Millerite message greatly empowered (9) 
1842 – May, “43” chart produced w/ 300 copies lithographed/ prophecy of Habakkuk fulfilled/churches 
begin to reject Miller’s message, second angel’s message arrives (10) 
1843 – First angel’s message preached throughout world, children preach in Europe (11) 
1844 – March 21, end of Jewish year leads to first disappointment, many give up Advent faith (12) 
1844 – Summer, second angel’s message first preached by Charles Fitch/50,000 come out of the 
churches and prepare to meet Jesus (13) 
1844 – Aug. 12-17, Camp meeting in Exeter, NH, Samuel Snow arrives at is conclusions on the Second 
Advent based on Karaite Jewish reckoning – “7th month movement” begins – “Midnight Cry”! (14) 
1844 – Oct. 22, Day of Atonement arrives, Jesus enters second apartment of most holy place/ Great 
Disappointment, third angel’s message arrives (15) 
1844 – Gift of prophecy confirmed to Ellen Harmon (16) 
1844-1846 – Light on the sanctuary and Sabbath given (Hiram Edson, O.R.L. Crosier, Rachel Oakes, 
Frederick Wheeler, Joseph Bates) – James and Ellen White accept Sabbath (17) 
1846-48 – Sabbath conferences, formulation of third angel’s message truths (18) 
1850 – Review started by James White, publication of second chart/prophecy of Habakkuk fulfilled (19) 
1850-51 – Millerite doctrines re-published in Review/review of our past teachings endorsed by SOP (20) 
 
Laodicea: 
1852 – June 10 of Review, message of Laodicea directed at SDA’s (21) 
1856 – January 3, 10, 17; February 14, 21 of Review (Hiram Edson)/questions about chronology of 7 
times (22) 
1857 – September 10 of Review, US offers conflicting chronologies (23) 
1860 – August 7 of Review –false chronology used in connection w/ 7 times by J.V. Himes and R.C. 
Shimeall (24) 
1863 – publication of 1863 chart omitting much Bible chronology (25) 
1864 – January 26 of Review, James White’s denial of 2520 (26) 
1872 – US Smith changes view of king of north of Daniel 11:36-45 (27) 
1882 – US Smith denial/lack of faith in the SOP (28) 
1884 – G.I. Butler’s 10 articles on inspiration published in Review; later taught in Battle Creek College; 
rebuked by Mrs. White in 1888 (29) 
1888 – message of latter rain rejected by GC (30) 



1900 – new view of daily accepted by Prescott and Daniells (31) 
1910 – Controversy over daily extends to our conferences, “new theology” enters in (32) 
1920’s – accrediting of our medical and educational centers (33) 
1930’s – Loss of Loma Linda and EMC brings fundamental changes to our denomination (34) 
1950’s – Barnhouse and Walter Martin debacle, QD published (35) 
1970’s – closing of Madison college  
1980’s  - copyright of SDA name w/ lawsuits following in 1984 
 
Philadelphia revived/Laodicea in worsened condition (repetition of history – PM 175; RH, August 19, 
1890 par. 3; GC 393; 1SM 406: 
1989 – time of the end (Dan. 11:40)/ re-enter time of Philadelphia (open book)  
1995 – SDA church changes official logo (drops 3 angels and adopts ecumenical sign) 
1996 – publishing of Time of the End magazine (Daniel 11:40-45)  
2001 – spiritual formation introduced in September, Philadelphia church revived – open door/judgment 
of living as towers fall in New York, mighty angel of Rev. 18 and sprinkling of latter rain, Laodicea being 
formed into sister of Babylon 
2005 – 2520 first publicly presented in modern history 
2012 – official rejection of message by UCC 
 
(See additional quotes) 
 
Next events (based on prophecy): 
Natural disasters, crisis, etc. 
Gospel to go to world, sowing seed 
NSL brings COP on SDA’s 
Latter rain accomplishes world-wide work, harvest 
Satan personates Christ 
NWO and persecution of saints                    (See GC chapters 36-42) 
Death Decree and COP on world       
7 Last Plagues and Jacob’s time of trouble 
Second Coming of Christ and desolation of earth 
Millenium and investigative judgment of wicked 
Second Resurrection and executive judgment of wicked (hellfire)  
New Heaven and New Earth! 
 
 
(1) The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ in his day. "That day shall 
not come," he says, "except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed." 2 
Thessalonians 2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the reign of the "man of sin," 
can we look for the advent of our Lord. The "man of sin," which is also styled "the mystery of iniquity," 
"the son of perdition," and "that wicked," represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to 
maintain its supremacy for 1260 years. This period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ could not take 
place before that time. Paul covers with his caution the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the 
year 1798. It is this side of that time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be proclaimed. 
..But since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and 
many have proclaimed the solemn message of the judgment near. {GC 356}   
 



Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time of the end, when the first 
angel's message should be proclaimed to our world.  {Testimonies to Ministers, p. 115} 
 
We were interested in seeing his old family Bible, which cost $18.50, and his quarto copy of Cruden's 
Concordance, which was originally purchased, in 1798, for $8. These two books were almost the only 
ones he looked at while preparing his lectures. A clergyman once called at his house in his absence, and, 
being disappointed in not seeing him, wished the privilege of looking at his library. His daughter 
conducted the visitor into the north-east room, where he has sat so many hours at his ancient desk. 
Those two books, and no others, lay upon the table. 'That is his library,' said she. The clergyman was 
amazed. Her remark was strictly true, as far as theological writings were concerned. He never had a 
commentary in his house, and did not remember reading any work upon the prophecies, except Newton 
and Faber, about thirty years ago. {1853 SB, MWM 246.2} 
 
(2) In the last war with Great Britain, he received a captain's commission in the United States' service, 
and served in the army until the 25th of June, 1815, after peace was declared. He then moved to his 
present residence, Low Hampton, where the year following, 1816, he was converted from Deism to the 
christian faith, and united with the regular Baptist church in that place, of which he is now a member in 
good standing. {1842 WiM, MWV1 8.2} 
 
(3) I then resolved to study my Bible, believing I could find out what the Holy Spirit meant. But as soon 
as I had formed this resolution the thought came to me-'Suppose you find a passage that you cannot 
understand, what will you do?' This mode of studying the Bible then came to my mind:-I will take the 
words of such passages, and trace them through the Bible, and find out their meaning in this way. I had 
Cruden's Concordance, which I think is the best in the world; so I took that and my Bible, and set down 
to my desk, and read nothing else, except the newspapers a little, for I was determined to know what 
my Bible meant. I began at Genesis, and read on slowly; and when I came to a text that I could not 
understand, I searched through the Bible to find out what it meant. After I had gone through the Bible in 
this way, O, how bright and glorious the truth appeared! I found what I have been preaching to you. I 
was satisfied that the seven times terminated in 1843. Then I came to the 2300 days; they brought me 
to the same conclusion; but I had no thought of finding out when the Saviour was coming, and I could 
not believe it; but the light struck me so forcibly I did not know what to do. Now, I thought, I must put 
on spurs and breeching; I will not go faster than the Bible, and I will not fall behind it. Whatever the 
Bible teaches, I will hold on to it. But still there were some texts that I could nor understand." {1843 
ApH, TSAM 65.3} 
 
(4) God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer who had not believed the Bible, to lead him 
to search the prophecies. Angels of God repeatedly visited that chosen one, to guide his mind and open 
to his understanding prophecies which had ever been dark to God's people. The commencement of the 
chain of truth was given to him, and he was led on to search for link after link, until he looked with 
wonder and admiration upon the Word of God. He saw there a perfect chain of truth. That Word which 
he had regarded as uninspired now opened before his vision in its beauty and glory. He saw that one 
portion of Scripture explains another, and when one passage was closed to his understanding, he found 
in another part of the Word that which explained it. He regarded the sacred Word of God with joy and 
with the deepest respect and awe.  {EW 229.1} 
 
(5) He began to present his views in private as he had opportunity, praying that some minister might 
feel their force and devote himself to their promulgation. But he could not banish the conviction that he 
had a personal duty to perform in giving the warning. The words were ever recurring to his mind, “Go 



and tell it to the world; their blood will I require at thy hand.” For nine years he waited, the burden still 
pressing upon his soul, until in 1831 he for the first time publicly gave the reasons of his faith.  {GC88 
330.2} 
 
(6)  In 1833 Miller received a license to preach, from the Baptist Church, of which he was a member. A 
large number of the ministers of his denomination also approved his work, and it was with their formal 
sanction that he continued his labors.   
     He traveled and preached unceasingly, though his personal labors were confined principally to the 
New England and Middle States. For several years his expenses were met wholly from his own private 
purse, and he never afterward received enough to meet the expense of travel to the places where he 
was invited. Thus his public labors, so far from being a pecuniary benefit, were a heavy tax upon his 
property, which gradually diminished during this period of his life. He was the father of a large family, 
but as they were all frugal and industrious, his farm sufficed for their maintenance as well as his own.   
     In 1833, two years after Miller began to present in public the evidences of Christ's soon coming, the 
last of the signs appeared which were promised by the Saviour as tokens of his second advent. Said 
Jesus, “The stars shall fall from heaven.” *Matthew 24:29.] And John in the Revelation declared, as he 
beheld in vision the scenes that herald the day of God: “The stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as 
a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.” *Revelation 6:13.+ This 
prophecy received a striking and impressive fulfillment in the great meteoric shower of November 13, 
1833. That was the most extensive and wonderful display of falling stars which has ever been recorded; 
“the whole firmament, over all the United States, being then, for hours, in fiery commotion. No celestial 
phenomenon has ever occurred in this country, since its first settlement, which was viewed with such 
intense admiration by one class in the community, or such dread and alarm by another.” “Its sublimity 
and awful beauty still linger in many minds. . . .  Never did rain fall much thicker than the meteors fell 
toward the earth; east, west, north, and south, it was the same. In a word, the whole heavens seemed in 
motion. . . . The display, as described in Professor Silliman's journal, was seen all over North America. . . . 
From two o'clock until broad daylight, the sky being perfectly serene and cloudless, an incessant play of 
dazzlingly brilliant luminosities was kept up in the whole heavens.”  ,GC88 332} 
 
(7) Three years after Miller was convinced of the near coming of Christ, that is, in 1821, Joseph Wolff, 
known as the "missionary to Asia," began to give the same message. He visited Egypt, Abyssinia, 
Palestine, Syria, Persia, Bokhara, and India,-everywhere proclaiming the soon coming of the Messiah. In 
1837 he was in America; and after preaching in several large Margin cities, he visited Washington, 
where, in the presence of all the members of the Congress of the United States, he preached on the 
personal reign of Christ. {1905 SNH, SSP 77.2} 
 
(8)  In the year 1840, another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two years 
before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an exposition 
of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman empire, and specifying not only the year but the very 
day on which this would take place. According to this exposition, which was purely a matter of 
calculation on the prophetic periods of Scripture, the Turkish government would surrender its 
independence on the eleventh day of August, 1840. The prediction was widely published, and thousands 
watched the course of events with eager interest.  {GC88 334.4} 
 
(9) In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two years 
before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an exposition 
of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire. According to his calculations, this power was 
to be overthrown "in A.D. 1840, sometime in the month of August;" and only a few days previous to its 



accomplishment he wrote: "Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have been exactly fulfilled before 
Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks, and that the 391 years, fifteen days, 
commenced at the close of the first period, it will end on the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman 
power in Constantinople may be expected to be broken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the 
case."--Josiah Litch, in Signs of the Times, and Expositor of Prophecy, Aug. 1, 1840.     
     At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the allied 
powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The event exactly 
fulfilled the prediction. (See Appendix.) When it became known, multitudes were convinced of the 
correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates, and a 
wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and position united with Miller, 
both in preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work rapidly extended.  {GC 
334, 335}   
 
(10)  As early as 1842 the direction given in this prophecy to "write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it," had suggested to Charles Fitch the preparation of a prophetic 
chart to illustrate the visions of Daniel and the Revelation. The publication of this chart was regarded as 
a fulfillment of the command given by Habakkuk. No one, however, then noticed that an apparent delay 
in the accomplishment of the vision--a tarrying time--is presented in the same prophecy. After the 
disappointment, this scripture appeared very significant: "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at 
the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 
. . . The just shall live by his faith."  {GC 392.2} 
 
In June, 1842, Mr. Miller gave his second course of lectures at the Casco Street church in Portland. I felt 
it a great privilege to attend these lectures; for I had fallen under discouragements, and did not feel 
prepared to meet my Saviour. This second course created much more excitement in the city than the 
first. With few exceptions, the different denominations closed the doors of their churches against Mr. 
Miller. Many discourses from the various pulpits sought to expose the alleged fanatical errors of the 
lecturer; but crowds of anxious listeners attended his meetings, and many were unable to enter the 
house. The congregations were unusually quiet and attentive. {CET 21.3}    
 
(11) In Scandinavia also the advent message was proclaimed, and a widespread interest was kindled. 
Many were roused from their careless security to confess and forsake their sins, and seek pardon in the 
name of Christ. But the clergy of the state church opposed the movement, and through their influence 
some who preached the message were thrown into prison. In many places where the preachers of the 
Lord's soon coming were thus silenced, God was pleased to send the message, in a miraculous manner, 
through little children. As they were under age, the law of the state could not restrain them, and they 
were permitted to speak unmolested.  {GC 366.2}   
 
(12) With carefulness and trembling we approached the time [THE YEAR 1843, JEWISH TIME, WAS 
BELIEVED TO REACH FROM MARCH 21, 1843, TO MARCH 21, 1844. THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE ADVENT 
FAITH LOOKED FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST DURING THAT YEAR.] when our Saviour was expected to 
appear. With solemn earnestness we sought, as a people, to purify our lives that we might be ready to 
meet Him at His coming. {1T 48.2} 
 
But the time of expectation passed. This was the first close test brought to bear upon those who 
believed and hoped that Jesus would come in the clouds of heaven. The disappointment of God's 
waiting people was great. The scoffers were triumphant and won the weak and cowardly to their ranks. 
Some who had appeared to possess true faith seemed to have been influenced only by fear; and now 



their courage returned with the passing of the time, and they boldly united with the scoffers, declaring 
they had never been duped to really believe the doctrine of Miller, who was a mad fanatic. Others, 
naturally yielding or vacillating, quietly deserted the cause. I thought, If Christ had surely come, what 
would have become of those weak and changing ones? They professed to love and long for the coming 
of Jesus; but when He failed to appear, they seemed greatly relieved, and went back to a state of 
carelessness and disregard of true religion.  {1T 51.3} 
 
(13) Our hopes now centered on the coming of the Lord in 1844. This was also the time for the message 
of the second angel, who, flying through the midst of heaven, cried, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great city." Revelation 14:8. That message was first proclaimed by the servants of God in the summer of 
1844. As a result, many left the fallen churches. In connection with this message the "midnight cry" [See 
Matthew 25:1-13.] was given: "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him." In every part of 
the land light was given concerning this message, and the cry aroused thousands. It went from city to 
city, from village to village, and into the remote country regions. It reached the learned and talented, as 
well as the obscure and humble. {CET 50.4} 
 
As his work tended to build up the churches, it was for a time regarded with favor. But as ministers and 
religious leaders decided against the Advent doctrine, and desired to suppress all agitation of the 
subject, they not only opposed it from the pulpit, but denied their members the privilege of attending 
preaching upon the second advent, or even of speaking of their hope in the social meetings of the 
church. Thus the believers found themselves in a position of great trial and perplexity. They loved their 
churches, and were loth to separate from them; but as they saw the testimony of God's Word 
suppressed, and their right to investigate the prophecies denied, they felt that loyalty to God forbade 
them to submit. Those who sought to shut out the testimony of God's Word they could not regard as 
constituting the church of Christ, “the pillar and ground of the truth.” Hence they felt themselves 
justified in separating from their former connection. In the summer of 1844 about fifty thousand 
withdrew from the churches.  {GC88 375.3} 
 
(14) Early in August, 1844, at a camp meeting at Exeter, New Hampshire… The parable of the ten virgins 
in Matthew 25:1-13 took on particular significance… The message that Christ was coming on October 22 
came to be known as the "midnight cry."  {Ellen G. White: The Early Years, vol. 1, p. 50 - by Arthur L. 
White}  
 
The second correction was related to the correct year for the parousia. Miller's "Jewish year" from 
March 21, 1843 to March 21, 1844 was at first quite generally accepted among his followers. Gradually, 
however, as attention was called to different Jewish reckonings, the general trend of discussion favored 
the Karaite reckoning above the Rabbinical as being more biblical. Acceptance of the Karaite reckoning 
led them to the correction of the date for the Crucifixion, because Ferguson, heretofore the Millerite's 
chief authority on the Crucifixion date, had used the Rabbinical reckoning in determining it. On the basis 
that the Jewish Passover, according to Rabbinical reckoning, was kept on the day of the first full moon 
after the vernal equinox and that Christ was crucified on a Friday, Ferguson dated the Crucifixion in the 
year A.D. 33. According to the Karaite reckoning, however, the Passover was kept at the next full moon 
one month later, with the result that it could not also fall on a Friday in A.D. 33, making that year an 
impossible one for the Crucifixion. In this light the view of Dr. William Hales, an Irish clergyman and 
chronologist, who determined the year of the Crucifixion as A.D. 31 on the basis of historical accounts 
about the darkening of the sun, came to be generally accepted. Hale placed the Crucifixion in the middle 
of the 70th week (Dan. 9:27), making the end of the week fall in A.D. 34.  His interpretation became 



especially acceptable because it fitted into the shift of emphasis from the year 1843 to the year 1844 
that was going on at that time.   
     In the winter of 1843-44 the last correction was introduced by Samuel S. Snow. His calculations were 
based on the assumption that the decree "to restore and to build Jerusalem" (Dan. 9:25) had been 
issued toward the latter part of 457 B.C. and that the 69th week (Dan. 9:25), according to the "full year" 
concept, terminated in the autumn of A.D. 27 when Jesus began His ministry as the Messiah. He 
concluded that if, then, the 69 weeks ended in the autumn of A.D. 27, when may we expect the 2300 
days so end? The answer is plain. Deduct 483 from 2300, and the remainder is 1817. So many years 
remained to be fulfilled in the autumn of A.D. 27. Then add to that date, these 1817 years, and we see it 
brings us to the autumn of A.D. 1844.   
     Calculations depending on the year of the Resurrection (Dan. 12:11, 12) Snow also adjusted to the 
year 1844; but although he published his views prior to the spring of 1844, they were not accepted 
widely until sometime after the first disappointment. {1977 PGD, FSDA 89-91} 
 
(15) As the priest entered the most holy once a year to cleanse the earthly sanctuary, so Jesus entered 
the most holy of the heavenly, at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8, in 1844, to make a final 
atonement for all who could be benefited by His mediation, and thus to cleanse the sanctuary. {EW 
253.1} 
 
As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He passed into the holiest, and stood before 
the ark containing the law of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third message to the world.  
{Early Writings, p. 254}  
 
(16) From this time, up to December, 1844, my joys, trials, and disappointments were like those of my 
dear Advent friends around me. At this time I visited one of our Advent sisters, and in the morning we 
bowed around the family altar. It was not an exciting occasion, and there were but five of us present, all 
women. While I was praying, the power of God came upon me as I had never felt it before. I was 
wrapped in a vision of God's glory, and seemed to be rising higher and higher from the earth, and was 
shown something of the travels of the Advent people to the Holy City, as narrated below.  {EW 13.2} 
 
(17) In the autumn of 1846 we began to observe the Bible Sabbath, and to teach and defend it. My 
attention was first called to the Sabbath while I was on a visit to New Bedford, Massachusetts, earlier in 
the same year. I there became acquainted with Elder Joseph Bates, who had early embraced the advent 
faith, and was an active laborer in the cause. Elder B. was keeping the Sabbath, and urged its 
importance. I did not feel its importance, and thought that Elder B. erred in dwelling upon the fourth 
commandment more than upon the other nine. But the Lord gave me a view of the heavenly sanctuary. 
The temple of God was opened in heaven, and I was shown the ark of God covered with the mercy seat. 
Two angels stood, one at each end of the ark, with their wings spread over the mercy seat, and their 
faces turned toward it. My accompanying angel informed me that these represented all the heavenly 
host looking with reverential awe toward the holy law which had been written by the finger of God. 
Jesus raised the cover of the ark, and I beheld the tables of stone on which the Ten Commandments 
were written. I was amazed as I saw the fourth commandment in the very center of the ten precepts, 
with a soft halo of light encircling it. Said the angel: "It is the only one of the ten which defines the living 
God who created the heavens and the earth and all things that are therein. When the foundations of the 
earth were laid, then was laid the foundation of the Sabbath also."  {1T 75.4}   
 
Hiram Edson, of Port Gibson, N.Y., told me that the day after the passing of the time in 1844, as he was 
praying behind the shocks of corn in a field, the Spirit of God came upon him in such a powerful manner 



that he was almost smitten to the earth, and with it came an impression, "The sanctuary to be cleansed 
is in heaven." He communicated this thought to O. R. L. Crosier, and they together carefully investigated 
the subject. In the early part of 1846 an elaborate exposition of the sanctuary question from a Bible 
standpoint, written by Mr. Crosier, was printed in the Day Star, a paper then published in Canandaigua, 
N.Y. In that lengthy essay it was made to appear that the work of cleansing the sanctuary was the 
concluding work of Christ as our high priest, beginning in 1844 and closing just before he actually comes 
again in the clouds of heaven as King of kings and Lord of lords. {1905 JNL, GSAM 193.1} 
 
My husband, with Elders Joseph Bates, Stephen Pierce, Hiram Edson, and others who were keen, noble, 
and true, was among those who, after the passing of the time in 1844, searched for the truth as for 
hidden treasure.   
     We would come together burdened in soul, praying that we might be one in faith and doctrine; for 
we knew that Christ is not divided. One point at a time was made the subject of investigation. The 
Scriptures were opened with a sense of awe. Often we fasted, that we might be better fitted to 
understand the truth. After earnest prayer, if any point was not understood, it was discussed and each 
one expressed his opinion freely; then we would again bow in prayer, and earnest supplications went up 
to heaven that God would help us to see eye to eye, that we might be one, as Christ and the Father are 
one. Many tears were shed.   
     We spent many hours in this way. Sometimes the entire night was spent in solemn investigation of 
the Scriptures, that we might understand the truth for our time. On some occasions the Spirit of God 
would come upon me, and difficult portions were made clear through God's appointed way, and then 
there was perfect harmony. We were all of one mind and one spirit. {CET 192-193}    
 
(18) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST WORKERS WILL WELCOME THE APPEARANCE OF THIS FACSIMILE 
REPRODUCTION OF A WORD TO THE "LITTLE FLOCK." THIS REMARKABLE DOCUMENT, ISSUED DURING 
THE CRITICAL FOUR-YEAR PERIOD BETWEEN THE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT OF OCTOBER 22, 1844, AND 
THE MEMORABLE SABBATH CONFERENCES OF 1848, GIVES AN INSIGHT INTO THE EXPERIENCE AND 
THINKING OF OUR PIONEERS IN THEIR EARNEST EFFORTS TO DISCOVER THEIR POSITION AND WORK 
AND TO ASCERTAIN WHAT THE FUTURE HELD FOR THE BELIEVERS AND THE WORLD. 
     WHILE THIS PAMPHLET, ISSUED IN MAY, 1847, CONTAINS STATEMENTS SIGNED BY THREE EARLY 
WORKERS, JAMES WHITE, ELLEN G. WHITE, AND JOSEPH BATES, IT IS PRIMARILY A JAMES WHITE 
PUBLICATION DEVOTED TO THE SETTING FORTH OF HIS VIEWS OF UNFULFILLED PROPHECY. AT THAT 
TIME THERE WERE PROBABLY NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED SABBATHKEEPING ADVENTISTS IN THE 
UNITED STATES. AS A YOUTHFUL MINISTER OF TWENTY-FIVE, HE WORKED ALMOST ALONE IN SETTING 
FORTH THE VIEWS HE HAD, UP TO THAT TIME, FORMULATED. THIS WAS NEARLY A YEAR BEFORE THE 
FIRST OF THE FIVE SABBATH CONFERENCES CONVENED, AT WHICH TIME THOSE WHOM WE TODAY 
REVERE AS OUR SPIRITUAL FOREFATHERS MET TOGETHER AND WITH OPEN MINDS AND HEARTS 
SEARCHED THE WORD OF GOD TO BETTER UNDERSTAND ITS TRUTHS. (Foreword to “Word to the Little 
Flock”, by E.G. White Estate Trustees) 
 
(19) God showed me the necessity of getting out a chart. I saw it was needed and that the truth made 
plain upon tables would affect much and would cause souls to come to the knowledge of the truth.--
Letter 26, 1850, p. 1. (To Brother and Sister Loveland, November 1, 1850.)     
     On our return to Brother Nichol's, the Lord gave me a vision and showed me that the truth must be 
made plain upon tables, and it would cause many to decide for the truth by the third angel's message 
with the two former being made plain upon tables. I also saw it was as necessary for the paper to be 
published as for the messengers to go, for the messengers need a paper to carry with them containing 
present truth to put in the hands of those who hear and then the truth would not fade from the mind, 



and that the paper would go where the messengers could not go. Other things I saw, which will appear 
in the paper. . . .  {5MR 202-203} 
 
(20)  The Lord showed me that he, James, must take the testimonies that the leading Adventists 
published in '44, and republish them and make them ashamed. He is now doing that work.--Letter 8, 
1850, p. 1. (To Arabella Hastings, August 4, 1850.)  {5MR 202.2}  
 
Then I saw that the papers [The Review and Herald] would go and that it would be the means of bringing 
souls to a knowledge of the truth. I saw that James had not borne the burden alone, but that the angels 
of God had assisted and had oversight of the paper." --Ms 11, 1850, p. 1. ("Vision at Paris, Maine," 
December 25, 1850.)  {8MR 221.2}  
 
(21) Hope of the Church 
[FROM THE REVIEW OF JUNE 10, 1852.] 
     As I have of late looked around to find the humble followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, my mind 
has been much exercised. Many who profess to be looking for the speedy coming of Christ are becoming 
conformed to this world and seek more earnestly the applause of those around them than the 
approbation of God. They are cold and formal, like the nominal churches from which they but a short 
time since separated. The words addressed to the Laodicean church describe their present condition 
perfectly. (See Revelation 3:14-20.) They are "neither cold nor hot," but "lukewarm". And unless they 
heed the counsel of the "faithful and true Witness," and zealously repent and obtain "gold tried in the 
fire," "white raiment," and "eye-salve," He will spew them out of His mouth.    
     The time has come when a large portion of those who once rejoiced and shouted aloud for joy in 
view of the immediate coming of the Lord, are on the ground of the churches and the world who once 
derided them for believing that Jesus was coming, and circulated all manner of falsehoods to raise 
prejudice against them and destroy their influence. Now, if any one longs after the living God, hungering 
and thirsting for righteousness, and God gives him to feel His power, and satisfies his longing soul by 
shedding abroad His love in his heart, and if he glorifies God by praising Him, he is, by these professed 
believers in the soon coming of the Lord, often considered deluded, and charged with being mesmerized 
or having some wicked spirit.    
     Many of these professed Christians dress, talk, and act like the world, and the only thing by which 
they may be known is their profession. Though they profess to be looking for Christ, their conversation 
is not in heaven, but on worldly things. "What manner of persons" ought those to be "in all holy 
conversation and godliness," who profess to be "looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God." 2 Peter 3:11, 12. "Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 1 
John 3:3. But it is evident that many who bear the name of Adventist study more to decorate their 
bodies and to appear well in the eyes of the world than they do to learn from the Word of God how they 
may be approved of Him.    
     What if the lovely Jesus, our pattern, should make His appearance among them and the professors of 
religion generally, as at His first advent? He was born in a manger. Follow Him through His life and 
ministry. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. These professed Christians would be 
ashamed of the meek and lowly Saviour who wore a plain, seamless coat, and had not where to lay His 
head. His spotless, self-denying life would condemn them; His holy solemnity would be a painful 
restraint upon their lightness and vain laughter; His guileless conversation would be a check to their 
worldly and covetous conversation; His declaring the unvarnished, cutting truth, would manifest their 
real character, and they would wish to get the meek pattern, the lovely Jesus, out of the way as soon as 
possible. They would be among the first to try to catch Him in His words, and raise the cry, "Crucify Him! 
Crucify Him!"    



     Let us follow Jesus as He so meekly rode into Jerusalem, when "the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice, . . . saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from among the 
multitude said unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples. And He answered and said unto them, I tell you 
that if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out." A large portion of those 
who profess to be looking for Christ would be as forward as the Pharisees were to have the disciples 
silenced, and they would doubtless raise the cry, "Fanaticism! Mesmerism! Mesmerism!" And the 
disciples, spreading their garments and branches of palm trees in the way, would be thought 
extravagant and wild. But God will have a people on the earth who will not be so cold and dead but that 
they can praise and glorify Him. He will receive glory from some people, and if those of His choice, those 
who keep His commandments, should hold their peace, the very stones would cry out. {EW 107-109} 
 
Then I saw Laodiceans. They will make a mighty effort. Will they get the victory? One who has the truth 
will chase a thousand, and two will put ten thousand to flight. They are coming to conclusions that bring 
them into close quarters and they cannot tell where they be themselves, for they are lost in the foggy, 
terrible fear that takes hold of them. Anguish of spirit will seize them. Dare they admit that the door is 
shut? The sin against the Holy Ghost was to ascribe to Satan what belongs to God, or what the Holy 
Ghost has done. They said the shut door was of the devil, and now admit it is against their own lives. 
They shall die the death. Look ye at the Pattern. Follow Him, for He is meek and lowly in heart. Shut your 
eyes to everything but the present, saving truth.--Ms 11, 1850, pp. 3, 4. (Vision at Paris, Maine, 
December 25, 1850.)  {5MR 204.3}   
 
(22) [The following article was received from Bro. Edson some time since; but we have not yet had time 
to examine it thoroughly. Many of the ideas presented are new, and we think it proper to publish them 
for the consideration of the brethren, letting the writer remain responsible for the views presented, as 
he proposes in the following lines to Bro. White, which accompanied the article.]  
     DEAR BRO. WHITE:- As I have been informed that the inquiry has arisen, why I have remained so long 
silent, I would just say that I have been necessarily employed in manual labor, providing for my family; 
and have had but little time either to read or write, and worn with excessive toil I have felt but little 
disposition or spirit of writing, and hence, am poorly prepared to write any thing that would be of 
service to the church. But what little sympathy and zeal I have had in exercise for the cause of truth, has 
been with the Review, and those who have borne the heat and burden of the day, in advancing the 
truths it advocates.     
     As you recently requested me to write out for the Review, some of the prominent leading points of 
my long unmatured article, such as the evidences on the beginning and ending of the seven prophetic 
times, or 2520 years of Lev.xxvi, etc.; and as I have not time at present to mature the subject, I send you 
a portion of the broken, unmatured ideas as they are. I do not ask that they now go out as adopted or 
sanctioned by the Review, but merely for the examination and inspection of the brethren; and if the 
subject by them be judged to be of service to the church and worthy of further investigation, then it may 
hereafter be revised, improved, and carried out in its further bearing and extent. – by Hiram Edson  
{January 3, 1856 JWe, ARSH 105} 
 
(23) In the previous part of this article it was shown, that to complete the prophetic periods, it would be 
necessary to extend them as far into A. D. 1844 as they respectively commenced after the beginning of 
the respective years B. C. from which they were dated; and as we have no clue to the time in those 
respective years when the several events transpired from which the prophetic periods have been 
reckoned, it would be necessary for A. D. 1844 to expire, to disprove our dates for their 
commencement, or the accuracy of the chronologies, by which we have been guided. That year has now 



expired. We have consequently now reached a point of time to which none of the prophetic periods can 
be extended, if time has been correctly marked, and our dates for their commencement were correct. 
We must therefore acknowledge that we were either premature in those dates, or that human 
chronology is not perfectly accurate. In arriving at our chronological conclusions, we have followed 
those chronologies which have been considered as the most authentic. There is however a 
disagreement among the several chronologers respecting the dates of the several events from which we 
have reckoned the prophetic periods; but which is all harmonized within the circle of a few years. Those 
chronologers which we have followed have placed the date of the respective events at the earliest point 
within this circle. But as other chronologers have assigned to them a later point of time, we are justly 
entitled to all the time which is in dispute among them, before our position can in any way be materially 
affected, or its chronological bearings tested.   
     The seven times, or 2520 years of the Jewish subversion, we have always dated from the captivity of 
Manasseh. This captivity is placed in B. C. 677, or the year 4037 of the Julian Period, in the 22nd year of 
Manasseh's reign, by Dr. Prideaux, Archbishop Usher, Jackson, Playfair, Blair and others; Guthrie, Horne 
and Calmet date it B. C. 676, Dr. Hales, B. C. 675, (as the Jews in Seder Olam Rabba, and the Talmudists, 
date it. See Ganz p.45,) and Dr. Jarvis, B. C. 674.     
     We reckon the 2450 years of the Great Jubilee from the captivity of Jehoiakim in the fourth year of 
his reign. This is dated B. C. 607, by Ptolemy Petavius, Usher, etc.; but Playfair, Whiston, Prideaux and 
others date it from B. C. 606; while Berosue, Blair, Jackson and Dr. Hales date it in B. C. 605.  
     The 2300 days we begin at the commencement of the 70 weeks, at the going forth of the decree to 
restore and build Jerusalem, in the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus. B. C. 457 is 
assigned as the date of this decree, by Blair, Prideaux, Ferguson, Horne, Watson, Ptolemy, and the great 
majority of commentators. Other chronologers reckon the 70 weeks from the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes. Usher, Petavius and others thus reckon, and date from the year 4260 of the Julian Period, or 
B. C. 454. Hengstenberg dates it and reckons from B. C. 455.   
     The "seven weeks, and the sixty and two weeks," or 69 weeks to the commencement of Christ's 
ministry, terminated, according to our chronology, A. D. 27, at Christ's baptism. In this we were 
sustained by Dr. Hales and others; but Prideaux, Ferguson, and others, who terminate the 69 weeks in A. 
D. 26, contend that they terminated with the baptism of John, and that our Saviour was not baptized till 
three years later; while Usher, Petavius, Hengstenberg, Lydyiat and others, extend the 69 weeks to A. D. 
29 or 30.   
     The crucifixion of our Saviour is dated in the years 31, 32, 33 and 34, from the vulgar era, by different 
chronologists. Dr. Hales contends that it was A. D. 31; while Sir Isaac Newton argues that it was in A. D. 
34. Scaliger, Usher, Pearson, Bacon and others argue that it was in A. D. 33. Ferguson, Prideaux, 
Bullinger, Blair and others, terminate the 70 weeks at the crucifixion; while Lydyiat, Usher, Petavius and 
others, extend them three and a half years beyond.   
     It will be seen by the above that there is a disagreement among chronologers respecting the dates of 
the events from which we have severally reckoned the prophetic periods. And yet that disagreement is 
all within a circle of a very few years. It will be also seen, that reckoning any of the prophetic periods 
from the latest dates which are assigned by any standard chronologers for the events from which we 
have reckoned them, they cannot be extended beyond A. D. 1847; while there are intermediate points 
between the present and that year, where they would terminate, if reckoned from other given dates. As 
this ground is "disputed territory," and as there are chronologers of note, which, if followed in their 
dates, would terminate the several periods at various points within this disputed circle, we are certainly 
entitled to all the time thus in dispute, before it can be proved that our chronology, or the several 
events from which we have reckoned, are incorrect. We have followed those chronologers which are 
admitted to be the most authentic, and have adopted those dates which are considered to be the best 
sustained. It is now proved that those which we have followed are not perfectly accurate; and while 



there is a variation from perfect accuracy, it cannot be shown whether that variation is one day, one 
year, more or less; nor can it be shown which of the several chronologers within the disputed circle, who 
in any way vary from the ones we have followed, are the most accurate. The dates of others may be as 
much too late as those we have followed have been too early. It will, therefore, be time enough to look 
to them when all the intervening time shall have expired. And the authority on which such are 
predicated is far more questionable than that on which we have relied. While therefore we are satisfied 
that the truth is among the chronologers referred to, we are unable to decide which of them presents 
the best evidence of its possession. {September 10, 1857 UrSe, ARSH 146.} 
 
(24) What is it? Why, the Rev. R. C. Shimeall, member of the Presbytery of New York, has been for about 
thirty years critically examining the Bible chronology. "He calls on all classes - the clergy and laity, 
learned and unlearned, the rich and the poor to examine his arguments to prove that 6000 years will 
end the world's history in 1868. Eld. Himes says he has examined this work and received much light. He 
gives us his figures on p.10, and says, Read Mr. Shimeall's great work! Mr. S. says, from the creation to 
the commencement of the predicted seven times of Moses and Daniel, are 3480 years. Add seven times 
as above, 2520 " ---- Total, 6000 " {August 7, 1860 UrSe, ARSH 90.14} 
 
(25) For some time James White had felt the need of an improved, cloth-backed prophetic chart for the 
use of the Sabbatarian ministers in their public evangelism and for Bible studies in the home. He 
designed it himself, and arranged for it to be competently made by lithograph process in Boston. The 
Review and Herald of October 6, 1863, describes it as "much improved in arrangement" over the former 
chart. The cost of the charts and key was $3,000 (for which White borrowed the money). The price was 
announced as $3.50 and $4.00 a set (including the companion Ten-Commandment chart). It bore the 
legend: "A Pictorial Illustration of the Visions of Daniel and John, Seventh-day Adventist Publishing 
Association, Battle Creek, Michigan. J. H. Bufford's Lith., Boston."   
     The charts were called for faster than they could be supplied, though by December 29 White stated 
they hoped now to fill all orders. On February 2, 1864, he reported that the charts were being received 
"with satisfaction." And on March 15 announcement was made of an accompanying Key to the 
Prophetic Chart, as now available, written by Uriah Smith (but representing the joint exposition of 
headquarters leaders). This issue of March 15 quotes Bates as saying, "The charts appear to be perfect. . 
.. The explanation by diagram of the 2300 days is simple and very plain." 26 {1954 LEF, PFF4 1079, 1080} 
 
(26) The prophetic period of Lev. xxvi, or what has been supposed to be such, has been no small object 
of study among prophetical expositors. It has been supposed that the expression, "seven times," in 
verses 18, 21, 24, 28, denoted a prophetic period of 2520 years, and that this period covered the time 
during which the throne of Israel should be and remain subverted and trodden down by oppressing 
powers. To rightly fix the commencement and termination of this period, became therefore a matter of 
consequence. Where does it commence? and where does it end? have been questions of much study, 
and perhaps some perplexity.   
     These are not the questions, however, that we propose here to discuss; for there is a question lying 
back of these, which demands to be answered first; namely, Is there any prophetic period brought to 
view at all in Lev. xxvi? We claim that there is not, and will offer a few of what are to us very conclusive 
reasons for this position: {January 26, 1864 JWe, ARSH 68} 
 
(27) Holding, as late as 1862, to the view of the Papacy as the power of the latter part of Daniel 11, 
Smith quotes a news dispatch concerning the Holy Land, which ends: "It is said that such a scheme as 
this intelligence shows to be in course of development, points to the realizing of Pio Nono's Favorite 
plan of removing the seat of the Papacy to Jerusalem)." Smith then remarks in an editorial, "Will the 



Pope Remove the Papal Seat to Jerusalem?": "Is not the above then significant, taken in connection with 
Dan. xi. 45?"   
Such were some of Smith's earlier thoughts and expositions. On the three angels' messages the standard 
Sabbatarian exposition of the time is given, the first announcing the beginning of the judgment in the 
holy of holies. Smith retained his own personal belief concerning the Godhead, maintaining that God the 
Father alone is without beginning, and the complementary belief that the Holy Spirit is an influence 
rather than a person." On these points he differed from many of his brethren at the time, and from the 
general teaching of the denomination as it. came to be dearly declared. Seventh-day Adventists believe 
in the Holy Spirit as the "Third Person of the Godhead," and in the "Eternal Son of God, as equal with 
God, infinite and omnipotent . . . the eternal self-existent Son."  
     A unique development came in 1862 when, in group study, a special Bible class of men and women in 
the Battle Creek Sabbath school, taught by Uriah Smith, studied the book of Revelation chapter by 
chapter, coming to united conclusions "on almost every point." They then decided to go through the 
book again, a chapter a week— —James White reporting the results each week through the Review, of 
which he was still editor. This discussion was started with the issue of June 3—a few verses of the 
prophecy, followed by comment and explanation. 
     Five succeeding numbers continue with the plan. Then a field trip by White made a break inevitable. 
In September the series was resumed. But on the trumpets of Revelation 8 and 9 the published Josiah 
Litch exposition was offered, in lieu of the usual report, as "the best light at present."  
     Still another field tour made another break. Then White announced, "Bro[ther] Smith has consented 
to conclude the book [of Revelation], commencing with chapter x." Thus it was that Smith carried on 
from chapter 10 to 22, with an article each week under the former James White title, "Thoughts on the 
Revelation." (The series closed February 3, 1863, pp. 76, 77.) Such was really the beginning of Smith's 
widely known exposition of the Apocalypse, first issued in book form in 1867. A similar article series on 
Daniel in 1870-1871 was followed by the companion volume, Thoughts on Daniel, in 1872. And about 
1886-1888 the author made improvements and revisions to the number of thirty.  
     On Daniel 11, Smith took the "willful" king to be France at the time of the French Revolution-an 
ascendant atheistical power operative near the beginning of the "time of the end." And the later king of 
the north, he came to believe, is now Turkey, which occupies the territory once held by the original king 
of the north, and includes Syria, Thrace, and Asia Minor. In this he differed from White and certain other 
Adventist writers. {1954 LEF, PFF4 1115-1117, 1121} 
 
(28) So it is with many among our people who have drifted away from the old landmarks, and who have 
followed their own understanding. What a great relief it would be to such could they quiet their 
conscience with the belief that my work is not of God. But your unbelief will not change the facts in the 
case. You are defective in character, in moral and religious experience. Close your eyes to the fact if you 
will; but this does not make you one particle more perfect. The only remedy is to wash in the blood of 
the Lamb.    
     In rejecting this testimony, Eld. Smith, you have virtually rejected all the testimonies. You must know 
this is the case. This testimony bears the same evidence of its character that all others have borne for 
the last thirty-six years. But it condemns certain wrongs which you have committed, and which God 
condemns. The reason why you cannot see it, is because you have been cherishing feelings wholly 
opposed to the Spirit of God. Your actions stand registered in the books of Heaven.    
     Eld. Smith, I was more grieved than I can express to find you again working on the side of the enemy. 
You will find quite a number who will strengthen you in your position; the leaven is working. You 
pronounce my work human, not actuated by the Spirit of God. On this point you have had great light; for 
this you are responsible. If God has ever wrought by me--unworthy and weak as I am at all times--he has 
wrought by me and through me for the last few months. In this long letter I spoke of many facts which I 



distinctly stated that I had been shown. I wrote to you, saying that I had seen what course you would 
pursue, to what lengths you would go, unless you heeded the light which God sent you in reproofs, in 
counsel, and warnings. Will you do despite to the Spirit of grace?  - Testimony for the Battle Creek 
Church (1882) {PH117 46-47}   
 
Dear Brethren and Sisters in Battle Creek: I understand that the testimony which I sent to Eld. Smith, 
with the request that it be read to the church, was withheld from you for several weeks after it was 
received by him. Before sending that testimony my mind was so impressed by the Spirit of God that I 
had no rest day or night until I wrote to you. It was not a work that I would have chosen for myself. 
Before my husband's death I decided that it was not my duty to bear testimony to any one in reproof of 
wrong, or in vindication of right, because advantage was taken of my words to deal harshly with the 
erring, and to unwisely exalt others whose course I had not in any degree sustained. Many explained the 
testimonies to suit themselves. The truth of God is not in harmony with the traditions of men, nor does 
it conform to their opinions. Like its divine Author it is unchangeable, the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Those who separate from God will call darkness light, and error truth. But darkness will never 
prove itself to be light, nor will error become truth.    
     The minds of many have been so darkened and confused by worldly customs, worldly practices, and 
worldly influences, that all power to discriminate between light and darkness, truth and error, seems 
destroyed. I had little hope that my words would be understood, but when the Lord moved upon me so 
decidedly I could not resist his Spirit. Knowing that you were involving yourselves in the snares of Satan, 
I felt that the danger was too great for me to keep silent. Hence I wrote to you as I did; but Eld. Smith 
felt at liberty to withhold the testimony from the church for weeks. If God was leading him and those 
who united with him and counseled him in this act, he was not leading me; the burden which moved me 
to write was a false burden, imposed by another spirit.    
     Further than this, Eld. Smith questioned the propriety of bringing the testimony before the church at 
all. Thus he takes the responsibility of standing between God's word of reproof and the people. I 
committed the matter to Eld. Smith as an officer of the church. But in consideration of my past position 
in this work, in consideration of the connection God has been pleased to give me with his cause from its 
very rise, was it the prerogative of Eld. Smith, or of those whom he took into his counsel, to even 
question this matter? Shall he sit in judgment upon my work, or on my letters of warning to the church? 
This man, who has so long avoided disagreeable responsibilities; who has let matters drift whichever 
way they were disposed to go, rather than brace himself for duty, and with moral courage reprove and 
rebuke wrong; who has shunned so many duties belonging to him in his position of trust,--has now 
ventured to act in a new character, and to assume responsibilities which God hath not given him. He has 
placed himself and his influence in direct opposition to my work, so that I cannot reach the people to 
impress upon them the testimonies which God has given me. And there are others equally blinded, who 
will follow in this path.  {PH117 41-42}   
 
The way was being prepared for a comprehensive, sound answer to the blast from Marion, Iowa, in the 
“Extra” of the Sabbath Advocate. On August 14, 1883, a sixteen-page Review and Herald supplement 
was published, dealing with the main issues raised by the Church of God writers. The entire issue of 624 
column inches was given to a defense of Ellen White and the Spirit of Prophecy. It included items from 
such men as Uriah Smith and W. C. Gage, whose influence had been something less than in full support 
of the Spirit of Prophecy and the stance of church administration.   
The comparatively short items contributed by Smith and Gage expressed their position on Ellen White's 
visions, claiming confidence and support but expressing their viewpoints, which were somewhat at 
variance from those held by the body of Adventists. {3BIO 223-224} 
 



(29) Both in the [Battle Creek] Tabernacle and in the college the subject of inspiration has been taught, 
and finite men have taken it upon themselves to say that some things in the Scriptures were inspired 
and some were not. I was shown that the Lord did not inspire the articles on inspiration published in the 
Review, [REFERENCE HERE IS TO A SERIES OF ARTICLES THE WRITER OF WHICH ADVOCATED THAT THERE 
WERE "DIFFERENCES IN DEGREES" OF INSPIRATION. SEE THE REVIEW AND HERALD, JAN. 15, 1884.--
COMPILERS.] neither did He approve their endorsement before our youth in the college. When men 
venture to criticize the Word of God, they venture on sacred, holy ground, and had better fear and 
tremble and hide their wisdom as foolishness. God sets no man to pronounce judgment on His Word, 
selecting some things as inspired and discrediting others as uninspired. The testimonies have been 
treated in the same way; but God is not in this.--Letter 22, 1889.  {1SM 23.1} 
 
The Lord did not move upon you by His Holy Spirit to write upon inspiration. That was not your work. 
While you may regard it as light, it will lead many souls astray, and will be a savor of death to some.--
Letter 21, 1888, p. 4. (To Brother Butler, October 14, 1888.) 
 
I cannot be pleased with your spirit, Brother Butler; it is not Christ-like. I am sorry for you that you have 
not kept pace with the opening providence of God. You have mingled your own natural traits of 
character with your work. Sometimes your spirit has been softened and melted with tenderness, but 
false ideas of what belonged to your position in the work has turned your mind into wrong channels. 
There have been continuous mistakes made in devising and planning. If one man has been deemed 
capable to stand in a position of trust, manifold responsibilities have been laid upon him, so that nothing 
was done with thoroughness. This was not wise. The Lord did not move upon you by His Holy Spirit to 
write upon inspiration. That was not your work. While you may regard it as light, it will lead many souls 
astray, and will be a savor of death to some.  {12MR 367.1}   
 
Elder Butler has been doing a work in the interpretation of the testimony and upon the inspiration of the 
Scriptures which God has never put upon him, and its influence was brought over to the General 
Conference in Oakland, and since then has been at work like leaven, and the very same prejudice and 
irritation of spirit that was upon the Pacific Coast in a degree we find this side of the Rocky Mountains. I 
was grieved and distressed when I learned that you had done the very same work others have done, 
stirred up the mind of a feeble, sick man, and caused him to look at things in a distorted light. In the 
responsible position which Elder Butler has occupied some have looked at him rather than to God. They 
have accepted his exaggerated ideas, and they have felt that they must, as he said, "Stand by the old 
landmarks." I am sorry to hear that you are willing to work as a traitor against your brethren. Upon 
whom can we rely? And what is this all about? Why A. T. Jones and Dr. Waggoner hold views upon some 
doctrinal points which all admit are not vital questions, different from those which some of the leading 
ones of our people have held. But it is a vital question whether we are Christians, whether we have a 
Christian spirit, and are true, open, and frank with one another. I do not like the unchristian spirit which 
has prevailed both east of the Rocky Mountains, and on the Pacific Coast on this subject. Could you not 
trust God to manage these matters? Has not the Lord been speaking through His servant for the last 
forty-five years, and has He left me to walk alone? If ever our brethren needed their eyes anointed with 
eyesalve it is at the present time. I do not want our brethren to know that you were the one who 
communicated to Elder Butler the information you did, for I fear it would create suspicion in them that 
you were not a man to be trusted; that you would betray them if you had a chance.    
     I think it is high time that we were Christians at heart. The condition of things here is such that it 
requires most earnest, persevering labor to counteract the work that has been done here for a few 
years in the past. I am glad that a time has come when something will stir our people to investigate the 
points of our faith for themselves. We should not consider that either Elder Butler or Elder Smith are the 



guardians of the doctrines for Seventh-day Adventists, and that no one may dare to express an idea that 
differs from theirs. My cry has been: Investigate the Scriptures for yourselves, and know for yourselves 
what saith the Lord. No man is to be authority for us. If he has received his light from the Bible so may 
we also go to the same source for light and proof to substantiate the doctrines which we believe. The 
Scriptures teach that we should give a reason of the hope that is within us with meekness and fear.  
{1888 187-188}   
 
(30) I was confirmed in all I had stated in Minneapolis, that a reformation must go through the churches. 
Reforms must be made, for spiritual weakness and blindness were upon the people who had been 
blessed with great light and precious opportunities and privileges. As reformers they had come out of 
the denominational churches, but they now act a part similar to that which the churches acted. We 
hoped that there would not be the necessity for another coming out. While we will endeavor to keep 
the "unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of peace, we will not with pen or voice cease to protest against 
bigotry.--EGW'88 356, 357 (1889).  {LDE 48.1} 
 
The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of 
the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the light of the angel 
whose glory shall fill the whole earth. For it is the work of every one to whom the message of warning 
has come, to lift up Jesus, to present Him to the world as revealed in types, as shadowed in symbols, as 
manifested in the revelations of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given to His disciples and in the 
wonderful miracles wrought for the sons of men. Search the Scriptures; for they are they that testify of 
Him.    
     If you would stand through the time of trouble, you must know Christ, and appropriate the gift of His 
righteousness, which He imputes to the repentant sinner.--The Review and Herald, Nov. 22, 1892.  {1SM 
362-363} 
 
My brother, how can I hope to labor in harmony with you when Minneapolis with its experiences is so 
plainly before me? My ministering brethren came to that conference with a spirit that was not the Spirit 
of God. They were under a deception in regard to me. If the Spirit of God had impressed and controlled 
their hearts they would not have taken a position so wide of the mark in judging me, my position and 
work. After plainly stating my position I said that as long as my brethren thought that I was influenced in 
my judgment and work by W.C. White, A. T. Jones, or Dr. Waggoner, they need not send for me to 
attend their camp-meetings or conferences for I could do them no good if I did come.  {1888 240.1}   
 
(31) And there was Brother Daniells, whose mind the enemy was working; and your mind and Elder 
Prescott's mind were being worked by the angels that were expelled from heaven. Satan's work was to 
divert your minds that jots and tittles should be brought in which the Lord did not inspire you to bring in. 
They were not essential. But this meant much to the cause of truth. And the ideas of your minds, if you 
could be drawn away to jots or tittles, is a work of Satan's devising. To correct little things in the books 
written, you suppose would be doing a great work. But I am charged, Silence is eloquence.    
     I am to say, Stop your picking flaws. If this purpose of the devil could only be carried out, then [it] 
appears to you [that] your work would be considered as most wonderful in conception. It was the 
enemy's plan to get all the supposed objectionable features where all classes of minds did not agree. 
And what then? The very work that pleases the devil would come to pass. There would be a 
representation given to the outsiders not of our faith just what would suit them, that would develop 
traits of character which would cause great confusion and occupy the golden moments which should be 
used zealously to bring the great message before the people. The presentations upon any subject we 
have worked upon could not all harmonize, and the results would be to confuse the minds of believers 



and unbelievers. This is the very thing that Satan had planned that should take place--anything that 
could be magnified as a disagreement.     
     Read Ezekiel, chapter 28. Now, here is a grand work, where strange spirits can figure. But the Lord 
has a work to [be] done to save perishing souls; and the places which Satan, disguised, could fill in, 
bringing confusion into our ranks, he will do to perfection, and all those little differences will become 
enlarged, prominent.     
     And I was shown from the first that the Lord had given neither Elders Daniells nor Prescott the 
burden of this work. Should Satan's wiles be brought in, should this "Daily" be such a great matter as to 
be brought in to confuse minds and hinder the advancement of the work at this important period of 
time? It should not, whatever may be. This subject should not be introduced, for the spirit that would be 
brought in would be forbidding, and Lucifer is watching every movement. Satanic agencies would 
commence his work and there would be confusion brought into our ranks. You have no call to hunt up 
the difference of opinion that is not a testing question; but your silence is eloquence. I have the matter 
all plainly before me. If the devil could involve any one of our own people on these subjects, as he has 
proposed to do, Satan's cause would triumph. Now the work without delay is to be taken up and not a 
[difference] of opinion expressed.   
     Your loud proclamation was not under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. I was instructed to say to you 
that your picking flaws in the writings of men that have been led of God is not inspired of God. And if 
this is the wisdom that Elder Daniells would give to the people, by no means give him an official position, 
for he cannot reason from cause to effect. Your silence on this subject is your wisdom. Now, everything 
like picking flaws in the publications of men who are not alive is not the work God has given any of you 
to do…. 
     I have been instructed that such hasty movements should not have [been] made [such] as selecting 
you as president of the conference even another year. But the Lord forbids any more such hasty 
transactions until the matter is brought before the Lord in prayer; and as you have had the message 
come to you that the work of the Lord resting upon the president is a most solemn responsibility, you 
had no moral right to blaze out as you did upon the subject of the "Daily" and suppose your influence 
would decide the question. There was Elder Haskell, who has carried the heavy responsibilities, and 
there is Elder Irwin and several men I might mention who have the heavy responsibilities.     
     Where was your respect for the men of age? What authority could you exercise without taking all the 
responsible men to weigh the matter? But let us now investigate the matter. We must now reconsider 
whether it is the Lord's judgment, in the face of the work that has been neglected, of showing your zeal 
to carry the work even another year. If you should carry the work another year with the help that shall 
unite with you, there should be a change take place in you and Elder Prescott…  
     And humble your own hearts before God. The Lord will have to see in you a showing of a different 
experience, for if ever men needed to be reconverted at this present [time], it [is] Elder Daniells and 
Elder Prescott…    
     Elder Daniells, [you are not] to feel at liberty to let your voice be heard on high as you have done 
under similar circumstances. And understand, the president of a conference is not a ruler. He works in 
connection with the wise men who occupy the position as presidents whom God has accepted. He has 
not liberty to meddle with the writings in printed books from the pens that God has accepted. They are 
no longer to bear sway unless they show less of the ruling, dominating power. The crisis has come, for 
God will be dishonored.  {20MR 17-20}   
 
(32)    Personally I have nothing against Prof. Prescott.  But I know that many will agree with me that his 

influence is a menace to this denomination, that he is perpetuating the ruinous theories of Dr. E.J. 

Waggoner, in part at least, and that the people are not cheered or comforted or illuminated by his dim 



and complicated sophistry.  No two men agree in all things, but on the heart, the core, the root, the seed 

theory of all our modern Washington new thought, and Adventist new theology, that is the new doctrine 

of the Daily, Dr. Waggoner and Prof. Prescott were one.  In 1910, from Dr. Kellogg’s Sanitarium, Dr. E.J. 

Waggoner wrote a letter to one of the ministers in which he said “I knew the view on the Daily that 

Prescott held in London,------and do not see how anybody who has regarded for the Scriptures can hold 

any other view.” In 1898 I heard an all day discussion between Dr. Waggoner and Prof. Prescott on one 

side arguing for the new view of the Daily, and Elder J.W. Loughborough and Elder E.E. Andross on the 

other side for the Old original Adventist view.  Prof. Prescott had often told me he regarded it as a great 

privilege to have set at the feet of Dr. Waggoner as a learner, and that he had received from him great 

spiritual light.  The new doctrine of the Daily and the Prescott new theology is a part of that light now 

shining through Dr. Waggoner’s obedient pupil, and disciple, upon Washington and the denomination.  

Prof. Prescott has thus become the medium of that light, the connecting link between the Alpha and the 

Omega. -(The Startling Omega, an Open Letter to A.G. Daniells and the General Conference, by J.S. 

Washburn, April 18, 1920) 

(33) In view of all this, our schools should have little to say now of "degrees," and of long courses of 

study. The work of preparation for the service of God is to be done speedily. Let the work be carried 

forward in strictly Bible lines. Let every soul remember that the judgments of God are in the land. Let 

"degrees" be little spoken of.--Letter 382, 1908, p. 4. (To G. A. Irwin, Dec. 23, 1908.)  {11MR 165.3} 

It is for the training of such workers, as well as for the training of physicians, that the school at Loma 
Linda has been founded. In this school many workers are to be qualified with the ability of physicians, to 
labor, not in professional lines as physicians, but as medical missionary evangelists. This training is to be 
in harmony with the principles underlying true higher education. The cause is in need of hundreds of 
workers who have received a practical and thorough education in medical lines, and who are also 
prepared to labor from house to house as teachers, Bible workers, and colporteurs. Such students 
should come out of the school without having sacrificed the principles of health reform or their love for 
God and righteousness.    
     Those who take advanced training in nursing, and go forth into all parts of the world as medical 
missionary evangelists, cannot expect to receive from the world the honor and rewards that often come 
to fully accredited physicians. Yet as they go about their work of teaching and healing, and link up 
closely with God's servants who have been called to the ministry of His word, His blessing will rest upon 
their labors, and marvelous transformations will be wrought. In a special sense they will be His helping 
hand. {CT 471} 
 
(34) Often students spend many years in study that is conducted on wrong lines and to useless ends. 
The mind is trained to think in a wrong channel, taught to grasp those things that are not only utterly 
worthless, but an injury to the physical and mental health. The student obtains a slender store of 
information upon many subjects that are of little value to him, a limited knowledge along many lines 
that he will never use, when he might obtain knowledge that would be of the highest service in practical 
life, and which would be a storehouse of wisdom from which to draw in time of need.  
     It is difficult to depart from old customs and established ideas. But few realize the loss that is 
sustained by many in long courses of study. Much that is crowded into the brain is of no value, yet 
students suppose this education to be all-sufficient, and after years of study they leave school with their 
diplomas, believing that they are men and women properly educated and ready for service. In many 



cases this preparation for service is nothing more than a farce, yet it will continue until teachers receive 
the wisdom of heaven through the influence of the Holy Spirit.   
     Many a student has so long taxed the mind to learn that which his reason tells him will never be of 
any use, that his mental powers have become weakened and incapable of vigorous exertion and 
persevering effort to comprehend those things which are of vital importance. The money expended in 
his education, which perhaps was provided as the result of great sacrifice on the part of his parents, is 
well-nigh wasted; and a misapprehension as to what is of importance leads to a mistake in his lifework.   
     What a fraud is that education obtained in literary or scientific lines, if it must be stripped from the 
learner before he is counted worthy to enter upon that life which measures with the life of God, himself 
saved as by fire. God has given us a probation in which to prepare for the school above. For this the 
youth are here to be educated, disciplined, and trained. In the lower school of earth they are to form 
characters that God can approve. They are to receive a training, not in the customs and amusements of 
worldly society, but in Christ's lines, a training that will fit them to be colaborers with heavenly 
intelligences. The studies given the youth should be of a character to make them more successful in the 
service of God, to enable them to follow in the footsteps of Christ and to maintain the great principles 
that He maintained. Our standard is to be the character of Him who is pure, holy, undefiled....    
     The knowledge of God is the real essence of education. The education that would supersede this 
knowledge, or dismiss it from the mind, as Felix dismissed Paul when he spoke to him of temperance, 
righteousness, and judgment to come, is not of God. Paul's words made Felix tremble; but the governor 
dismissed the apostle with the words, "Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will 
call for thee." Acts 24:25. And today multitudes are saying the same. Their minds are called to the deep 
subjects of truth, problems as high as heaven and as broad as eternity; but they say, "I cannot bring 
these subjects into my daily studies; for they would so stir up my mind as to unfit me for the daily 
routine of study. I have never mastered Bible problems. I cannot take up this study now. Go thy way for 
this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee." Thus God's great lesson book is set aside 
because it is not regarded as the one thing needful.  {CT 391-393} 
 
See also, “The Broken Blueprint”, by Vance Ferrell. 
 
(35) See, “Hindsight”, by Dave Fiedler. 
 
(Additional quotes)  
 
We must as a people arouse and cleanse the camp of Israel. Licentiousness, unlawful intimacy, and 
unholy practices are coming in among us in a large degree; and ministers who are handling sacred things 
are guilty of sin in this respect. They are coveting their neighbors' wives, and the seventh commandment 
is broken. We are in danger of becoming a sister to fallen Babylon, of allowing our churches to become 
corrupted, and filled with every foul spirit, a cage for every unclean and hateful bird; and will we be 
clear unless we make decided movements to cure the existing evil?  {21MR 380.1} 
 
I told the angel that I could not endure to see any in Israel falling back. . . . Said the angel, the 
desolations of Zion are accomplished. I saw he took away the first and established the second; that is, 
those who were in the faith would become rebellious and be purged out and others who had not heard 
the Adventist doctrine and rejected it, would embrace the truth and take their places.--Ms 5, 1850, pp. 
2-4. ("A Vision the Lord Gave Me at Oswego," July 29, 1850.)  {5MR 202.1}   
 
Of those who boast of their light and yet fail to walk in it Christ says, "But I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment than for you. And thou, Capernaum [Seventh-day 



Adventists, who have had great light], which art exalted unto heaven [in point of privilege], shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works which have been done in thee had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day."--RH Aug. 1, 1893. [THE BRACKETED COMMENTS ARE BY ELLEN 
WHITE.]  {LDE 48.2}  
 
The church is in the Laodicean state. The presence of God is not in her midst.--1NL 99 (1898).  {LDE 49.1} 
 
There is to be in the [Seventh-day Adventist] churches a wonderful manifestation of the power of God, 
but it will not move upon those who have not humbled themselves before the Lord, and opened the 
door of the heart by confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that power which lightens the 
earth with the glory of God, they will see only something which in their blindness they think dangerous, 
something which will arouse their fears, and they will brace themselves to resist it. Because the Lord 
does not work according to their ideas and expectations they will oppose the work. "Why," they say, 
"should we not know the Spirit of God, when we have been in the work so many years?"--RH Extra, Dec. 
23, 1890.  {LDE 209.3}   
 
How comes the word that I have declared that New York is to be swept away by a tidal wave? This I have 
never said. I have said, as I looked at the great buildings going up there, story after story, 'What terrible 
scenes will take place when the Lord shall arise to shake terribly the earth! Then the words of Revelation 
18:1-3 will be fulfilled.' The whole of the eighteenth chapter of Revelation is a warning of what is coming 
on the earth. But I have no light in particular in regard to what is coming on New York, only that I know 
that one day the great buildings there will be thrown down by the turning and overturning of God's 
power. From the light given me, I know that destruction is in the world. One word from the Lord, one 
touch of his mighty power, and these massive structures will fall. Scenes will take place the fearfulness 
of which we can not imagine.  {RH, July 5, 1906 par. 14}   
 
See, “Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Ministerial and Theological Education“, published by the 
International Board of Ministerial and Theological Education, Dept. of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, published September, 2001, for more information on spiritual formation 
officially becoming a part of our denomination’s educational system. 
 
There are periods which are turning points in the history of nations and of the church. In the providence 
of God, when these different crises arrive, the light for that time is given. If it is received, there is 
spiritual progress; if it is rejected, spiritual declension and shipwreck follow. {BEcho, August 26, 1895 
par. 11}   
 
The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which will lighten the earth with its glory 
will be called a false light, by those who refuse to walk in its advancing glory.--RH May 27, 1890.  {LDE 
210.1}   
 
"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, 
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." Revelation 3:7, 8.   
     Thank God today that there is an open door which Satan and his agents may seek in vain to close. The 
arm of Almighty Power has opened this door, and no other power can close it. John in holy vision saw a 
door opened in heaven. "And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of his testament." Looking down the stream of time, the prophet sees a people whose 



attention is directed to that open door, and then to the ark within, which contains the commandments 
of God. The third angel of Revelation 14 is represented as flying through the midst of heaven, saying 
with a loud voice, "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." This 
angel presents a message that is to be proclaimed to the world just before Christ comes in the clouds of 
heaven to take his elect to himself. Just prior to this event, then, the attention of the people is to be 
called to the trampled-down law of God.   
     The open door in heaven reveals the temple of God, in the most holy place of which is the ark, and in 
this ark is the law of ten commandments written with the finger of God on tables of stone. The light that 
shines forth from the open door attracts the attention of the people of God, and they begin to see what 
that ark contains,--the law of ten commandments. They are seeking for light, and as they trace down 
that law, precept by precept, they find right in the bosom of the decalogue the fourth commandment as 
it was instituted in Eden and proclaimed in awful grandeur from Sinai's mount, "Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." They then see that instead of observing the seventh day, the 
day that God sanctified and commanded to be observed as the Sabbath, they are keeping the first day of 
the week as the Sabbath. But they honestly desire to do God's will, and they begin to search the 
Scriptures to find the reason for the change. Failing to find this, the question arises, Shall we accept a 
truth that has become unpopular, and obey the commandments of God? or, shall we continue with the 
world, and obey the commandments of men? With open Bibles they weep, and pray, and compare 
scripture with scripture, until they are convinced of the truth, and conscientiously take their stand as 
commandment-keepers.  
     I have been connected from the first with those who accepted the light that shone upon the law of 
God through the open door of the temple in heaven, and I can testify with what burdened hearts they 
searched the Scriptures to know the truth. And as the Scriptures were opened to these humble seekers 
for truth, they saw what their work must be. "And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste 
places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer 
of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt 
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."    
     Many and determined efforts were made to overthrow the faith of those who would build up the old 
waste places, and heal the breach which had been made in the law of God. How hard Satan and men 
tried to close the door which had been opened into the sanctuary where Jesus had entered to make 
atonement for his people, and where the humble, faithful ones followed him by faith. Christ had opened 
the door, or ministration, of the most holy place, and light was shining from the open door that all who 
desired might see the claims of the fourth commandment, and believe. God had established his law, and 
not one jot or tittle of it was to be annulled.   
     As those who had received the light of truth went forth to present it to others still in the darkness of 
error, they learned what trials and sufferings were. They met opposition on every hand. They knew what 
it was to have their names cast out as evil. They suffered privation and want, and yet they could not 
cease their labors; the message must be given to the world. From the first the work has moved steadily 
forward. Thousands have accepted the truth in America, and it has been carried to all parts of the world; 
people of all tongues and nations are taking their stand upon it. It has reached you here in Grimsby. This 
doctrine may seem strange to many, but we do not ask you to take our word; we want you to search the 



Scriptures for yourselves, with heart and will in perfect submission to the will of God.  {PrT, November 3, 
1885 par. 1-6} 
 
 We read further: "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he 
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no 
man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: 
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. Behold, I will make 
them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make 
them to come and worship before thy feet; and to know that I have loved thee."     
     A battle is continually going on between the forces for good and the forces for evil, between the 
angels of God and the fallen angels. We are beset before and behind, on the right hand and on the left. 
The conflict that we are passing through is the last we shall have in this world. We are now in the midst 
of it. Two parties are striving for the supremacy. In this conflict we can not be neutral. We must stand 
either on one side or on the other. If we take our position on the side of Christ, if we acknowledge him 
before the world in word and work, we are bearing a living testimony as to whom we have chosen to 
serve and honor. In this important period of earth's history, we can not afford to leave any one in 
uncertainty as to whose side we are on.    
     The True Witness declares: "Behold, I have set before thee an open door." Let us thank God with 
heart and soul and voice; and let us learn to approach unto him as through an open door, believing that 
we may come freely with our petitions, and that he will hear and answer. It is by a living faith in his 
power to help, that we shall receive strength to fight the battles of the Lord with the confident 
assurance of victory.    
     "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth." In this scripture is brought 
to view the hour of temptation that is to try them that dwell upon the earth. We are now living in this 
trying hour. There is no escape for any from this conflict. If in your life there are defective traits of 
character that you are not striving to overcome, you may be assured that the enemy will endeavor to 
take advantage of them; for he is watching vigilantly, seeking to spoil the faith of every one. In order to 
gain the victory over every besetment of the enemy, we must lay hold on a power that is out of and 
beyond ourselves. We must maintain a constant, living connection with Christ, who has power to give 
victory to every soul that will maintain an attitude of faith and humility. If we are self-sufficient, and 
think that we may go on just as we please, and yet hope to come out on the right side finally, we shall 
find that we have made a terrible mistake. As those who hope to receive the overcomer's reward, we 
must press forward in the Christian warfare, though at every advance we meet with opposition.    
     "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown." Here again we 
are admonished to faithfulness, in view of the conflict. We must not yield any point that we have 
already gained. From now on till Jesus comes, the battle will wax fiercer and still fiercer. We shall have 
to meet and resist men who are regarded as very wise and learned, but who are not spiritually wise unto 
salvation. Our only hope of saving our own souls and of helping others to be saved, is to receive the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. We are seeking for a crown, a crown of glory that fadeth not away. As 
overcomers we are to reign with Christ in the heavenly courts; and we are to overcome through the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony.    
     "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and " he shall go no more out: and 
I will write upon him the name of my God, and " the name of the city of my God, which is New 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. He 
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."    
     "And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 



hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth."    
     Those who profess to serve Christ, while in life they deny him, are not thoroughly converted, and are 
regarded by Christ as very offensive. To every such one he says. "I will spue thee out of my mouth. 
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the 
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.   
     "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches."    
     It will profit us to study carefully the book of Revelation. There are in this book many precious truths 
that we should bring into our daily experience.   
     We are not to rest quietly, with the thought that the devil will have nothing to do with us; but we can 
have the assurance that we shall not be left helpless, to be overcome by him. Yet if we, like many 
others, put forth no special efforts to resist him, he will work to lead us away from the truth. If we give 
him the least encouragement, he will not wait for a further invitation to come into our hearts. He will 
take possession of the mind, and then, although we may even think that we are being wonderfully led 
by the Lord, we shall be deceived. Our minds have been bought with an infinite price, and we can not 
afford to give them over to the control of the enemy. We have no right to follow impulse, and regard it 
as the guidance of heaven. We must have evidence that we are receiving the stamp of the divine 
character, such as will be acknowledged in the heavenly courts.   
     The Lord desires us to know what is our work in this world. Those who have come into right relation 
to God will have a living experience in carrying out his purposes. They will be enabled to help those who 
are tempted. Angels of God will open the way before them, and as they follow the leadings of the Holy 
Spirit, they will work for their neighbors and friends.   
     If, while professing to know the truth, we lead others away from Christ by our example, there rests 
upon us a terrible accountability. It is a sad truth that some are carrying out plans and methods of their 
own devising, believing these to be right, when in reality they are working contrary to the purposes of 
God. Because they fail of maintaining a living connection with God, they are led by a spirit that is at 
enmity with God and his work. O that these deceived souls may yet repent and be converted!      
     Why should we be so particular in regard to our life-conduct? O, there is a world lying in darkness, 
waiting for the Light of life, a world for whom Christ has given his life! In his plans for the redemption of 
the fallen race, Jesus came to the earth, and was subject to the same temptations wherewith man is 
beset. No one will be called to pass through temptations so severe as were those our Saviour endured. 
Because of this, our great High Priest knows how to succor those who are tempted. He knows how to 
sympathize with us when in our great need we call for help. There are severe trials before every one of 
us, yet we need not fail. In the hour of temptation, Christ will not leave his children, but will send his 
angels to minister unto us. He will answer our prayers for deliverance. {RH, July 9, 1908 par. 5-18}    
 
 
 
 


