
Forgiveness in Action 
Once upon a time there used to live a certain woman called Mary, in a certain village 
Island. Mary was a Christian but she lived next to a godless heathen who neither 
believed in God or in the God of the bible.  

This heathen neighbor hated Christianity and Christians. He had been educated by 
his parents ever since he was a child to despise Christianity and to crush it if any 
opportunity would arise. But Mary was not aware of the grudges that her neighbor 
was harboring against her, in fact she thought they were just good friends since when 
they would meet in the market place they would greet each other and exchange their 
goods.  

This woman had a small piece of land that she owned but because she was very hard 
working she would get thrice from her farm of what her neighbors would get. Due to 
her hard work God rewarded her and her field was very productive and fertile; it had 
no weeds or briar's since Mary tilled and worked thoroughly on it.  

The godless heathen neighbor became increasingly covetous what this woman 
possessed. "Why?", he asked "does this unlearned woman get more from her land 
while I only get very little."(sounds more like king Ahab who coveted Naboth's 
Vineyard). As a result his covetousness begat Jealousy and jealousy grew into hatred, 
then hatred swelled into murder; yes, that's right the neighbor was ready to commit 
murder.  

Time passed and the man was carrying all this in his heart yet all this evil was 
unbeknown to the Christian woman. She innocently thought that she had a good 
friend who was an unbeliever and she had many a times visited him and taught him 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Though he was contentious and never welcomed Christian 
friends the woman was very patient with him. She was not ignorant that this neighbor 
hated Christianity but what she did not know was that her neighbor had some 
personal grudges against her.  

The hatred and malice against this woman continued to grow until one day it was ripe 
enough to bear fruit. He thought he would crush Mary her religion, her home and 
possess what she had; so therefore he decided to hire evil men to carry out his wicked 
plans. So he sent some young men who not only burned down her home but killed her 
husband and two children. Fortunately, by God's grace Mary was spared. but she was 
left with nothing. All she had worked for all her life was lost even her own dear 
husband.  

She was able to go and live with some Christian friends who took her in after they 
knew what had happened. After that the godless heathen man decided to move in and 
take possession of the land. It was now very clear who had hired those young 
arsenals; it was this man. This man in decided to further lie by producing a fake land 
certificate or title deed and that he had leased it to Mary's husband and that since she 
had lost it in the mayhem he decided to take it back.  

It was generally known that it was the man who had committed that evil act but there 
was no proof and so the man was allowed to go free. Mary was advised by her 
Christian friends to take the man to court and demand justice but she refused and 
said, "God is my justice, if it is to His glory God will avenge for me. I do not trust in the 
arm of flesh but in God who is the righteous Judge."  
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Many months went by without anything major happening. The greedy man had 
entered a premises which was not his and the farm which he had took by force 
became less productive; in fact it started to grow in it weeds and thorns. The man was 
starting to see the extent of his evil deeds. One day as he was walking along a road the 
same hooligans who he had hired to burn and forcefully evacuate Mary from her home 
cornered him and beat him and left him to die. He had failed to pay them the whole 
amount which they had agreed he would pay them after their evil crime.  

Fortunately, Mary was passing by and she heard cries of agony. Somebody was crying 
"help me, help me, I am dying, help me." When she went to look who it was she was 
shocked. The same man who had illegally moved into her property and killed her 
husband and two little children, was crying for help.  

Nevertheless Mary never took thought of what this man had done; she took time to 
administer first aid on this man and then went to the nearest home and asked the 
owner for some means of transport. The owner willingly gave out his horse and Mary 
laid this man on it and took him to the nearest health centre.  

There Mary removed from her bosom the few coins that she had remaining and gave 
them to the physician. The physician told Mary that the condition of the patient was 
so bad that if she had passed there five minutes later he would had died, since he was 
left to bleed to death. Mary went back home and she would regularly visit the patient 
and prepare a meal for him and take to him as he recovered.  

When her Christian friends knew what had happened they were very much surprised 
and one of them was heard in a conversation with Mary saying: 

Friend: What have you done, don't you remember what this man did to you and your 
family?  

Mary:  What? 

Friend: What do you mean by asking what? You know how he killed your husband 
and two little children. And on top of that he took away all you had. 

Mary: All those things that he did I have forgotten. I am surprised that these things 
were never done to you and yet you remember them. If he feels he has wronged me 
and done that which is evil in the past as for me ready to forgive him. But I do not 
carry grudges in my heart. what he did it was not him but the devil in him. I believe it  
is Satan and not this man who killed my husband and two little children. 

Amen! How different this world would be if we had such kind of Christians. Christians 
who are not such just by name but are Christians indeed. But how often, even in the 
church of God, you will find brother cherishing grudges against brother; brother 
against sister or sister against sister.  

We fight, gossip, backbite, hate and lie to one another all because we are cherishing 
evil grudges in our hearts all because of some minor trivial misunderstanding. All this 
is just as the devil would have it; he mocks the heavenly angels when he sees those 
who profess to be Christ's followers hating and maligning each other. Jesus of 
Nazareth died for us on the cross that we might not only be saved from our sins but 
that we may be one in Him. The following are some of the most beautiful words in the 
Bible:   

"BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is 
like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
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beard: that went down to the skirts of his garment: As the dew of harmon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded a 
blessing, even life for evermore." Psalms 133:1-3. 

By the way do you know what happened to the godless heathen after he left the health 
centre? He wept when he realized what Mary had done for him. He decided to give 
back her land and to become a Christian. He also burnt all the heathen gods he used 
to worship. Praise God! Oh the power of true Christianity.  

You and I can have the same influence in the world today. Let us not carry grudges 
against each other but let us love one another. Remember Satan hates the truth and 
Jesus is the truth and the truth is love. "...love rejoices in truth...love never fails" 1 
Cor 13:6,8. 
God bless! 
~RM. 
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